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By Steve Lloyd 

I. What is Poetry?

A. It is a language of images.

B. It uses many comparisons

C. It is more highly patterned than ordinary discourse

D. It stimulates our image-making capacity (our imaginations) because it is concrete.

E. It is heightened speech.

II. Rules for Reading Poetry: 

A. Poetry is a language of images that the reader must experience as a series of imagined sensory 
situations.  e more visual we can become, the better we will function as readers of biblical 
poetry.

B. Whenever you find a statement that compares one thing to another, first meditate on the lit-
eral or physical half of the comparison and then analyze how many correspondences can ap-
propriately be drawn between that situation and the subject of the poem.”

C. Interpret as figurative any statement that does not make sense at a literal level in the context 
in which it appears.

III. Figures of Speech: 

A. Metaphor:  A is B (Ps 84:11)

B. Simile - A is like B (Ps 52:2)

C. Allusion - a reference to past literature or history (Ps. 133:1-2; Ex. 30:22-33)

D. Apostrophe - direct address to someone or something absent as though the person or thing 
were present and capable of listening (Ps 2:10; 24:7)

E. Personification - treating something non-human as though it were a human capable of acting 
or responding (73:9)

F. Hyperbole - conscious exaggeration for the sake of effect (42:3; 18:42)

G. Anthropomorphism - the portrayal of God in human form (Exo. 15:6)

H. Metonymy - the substitution of one word for another word closely associated with it (2 Sam. 
12:10)

I. Synecdoche - when a part is used to stand for the whole (Matt 6:11)

J. Paradox - an apparent contradiction that, upon analysis, can be seen to express a truth (Prov. 
12:10)

K. What each of these have in common is the fact that they are “images” and “symbols”.  ey 
secure an effect on one level and then ask the reader to transfer that meaning to another level.

IV. ree-part Structure: 
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A. Statement of theme

B. Development of eme (by means of repetition, listing or cataloging, contrasts or associa-
tion)

C. Resolution

V. Expounding on a Poem: 

A. Identify topic, them; underlying situation or occasion (if one is implied)

B. Lay out the structure of the poem

C. Explore the meanings of the figure of speech (logic of the text)

D. Comments concerning the artistic beauty of the poem.

VI. Types of Psalms: 

A. Lament (10, 35, 38, 51, 54, 74, 77)

1. Introductory cry to God

2. Lament or complaint

3. Petition or supplication

4. Statement of confidence in God

5. Vow to praise God

B. Praise (18, 30, 65, 66, 96, 103, 107, 124, 136, 139)

1. Introduction to praise (149:1-3)

2. Development of the praise (list or catalogue)

3. Conclusion or resolution

C. Worship (27, 42-43, 48, 84, 121, 122, 125, 137)

1. Identifiable by the references to worship in Jerusalem (also known as songs of Zion)

2. “Among the most beautiful in the Psalter...” (Ryken)

D. Nature (5 in all, 8, 19, 29, 104, 148) 

1. Some aspect of nature is their subject

2. ey praise nature for its beauty, power, provisions, etc. 

E. Encomium (1, 15, 112, 128; Prov. 31:10-31; Jn 1:1-18; Col 1:15-20; 1 Cor. 13)  Praises an 
abstract quality or a general character type. 

1.  Introduction to the topic to be praised

2.  Distinguished and ancient ancestry of the subject

3.  Indispensable or superior nature of the subject

4.  Conclusion urging the reader to emulate the subject  

F. Imprecatory 
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