
Meditations on Death 
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • March 2, In the year of our Lord, 2014 

Scripture Reader and Reading: Michael Crisp – Ecclesiastes 3.18–20 
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – No Suggestions 

Prelude: 

I. Even as you cannot avoid breathing right now, 

A. so you cannot avoid death later. 

B. Yet, to avoid thinking or talking about death is easy. 

II. However, what we should truly be concerned about is how we live. 

A. As one person said, 

“Don’t be afraid of death so much as an inadequate life.” — Bertolt Brecht 

B. Therefore, truly to die a person has had to have lived, and 

1. I do not mean just exist. 

2. Some people do nothing with their lives. 

a) They just sit back and let others take care of them. 

b) They live one long death. 

III. No, so live that when you die, 

A. people will say that you have truly died, because 

B. you lived as the Lord wanted you to live. 

Persuasion: 

I. Death Is a Reality for All—Ecclesiastes 3.18–20 

18 I said in my heart, “Concerning the condition of the sons of men, God tests 
them, that they may see that they themselves are like animals.” 19 For what 
happens to the sons of men also happens to animals; one thing befalls them: as 
one dies, so dies the other. Surely, they all have one breath; man has no advan-
tage over animals, for all is vanity. 20 All go to one place: all are from the dust, 
and all return to dust (Ecc 3.18–20). 
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A. In the face of death we all stand equal—Ecclesiastes 9.2–3.

2 All things come alike to all: 
 One event happens to the righteous and the wicked; 
 To the good, the clean, and the unclean; 
 To him who sacrifices and him who does not sacrifice. 
 As is the good, so is the sinner; 
 He who takes an oath as he who fears an oath. 

3 This is an evil in all that is done under the sun: that one thing happens to 
all. Truly the hearts of the sons of men are full of evil; madness is in their 
hearts while they live, and after that they go to the dead (Ecc 9.2–3). 

B. Therefore take your opportunities now—Ecclesiastes 9.4–10.

4 But for him who is joined to all the living there is hope, for a living dog is 
better than a dead lion. 

5 For the living know that they will die; 
 But the dead know nothing, 
 And they have no more reward, 
 For the memory of them is forgotten. 
6 Also their love, their hatred, and their envy have now perished; 
 Nevermore will they have a share 
 In anything done under the sun. 
7 Go, eat your bread with joy, 
 And drink your wine with a merry heart; 
 For God has already accepted your works. 
8 Let your garments always be white, 
 And let your head lack no oil. 

9 Live joyfully with the wife whom you love all the days of your vain life 
which He has given you under the sun, all your days of vanity; for that is 
your portion in life, and in the labor which you perform under the sun. 10 
Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might; for there is no work 
or device or knowledge or wisdom in the grave where you are going (Ecc 
9.4–10). 

II. Preparation For Death 

A. Death is not the end of existence—Jam 2.26; Ecc 12.7.
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26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead 
also (Jam 2.26)

7 Then the dust will return to the earth as it was, 
 And the spirit will return to God who gave it. 
 (Ecc 12.7) 

B. All of life is a preparation for where we shall spend eternity. 

1. So where are we preparing ourselves to go? 

2. God shall one day examine our lives. 

C. Preparation wards off fear—Heb 2.14–15

14 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Him-
self likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him 
who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and release those who 
through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage (Heb 2.14–
15). 

III. How God Views Death

A. Psalm 116.15.

16 Precious in the sight of the Lord 
 Is the death of His saints. 
 (Psa 116.15) 

1. Does he have pleasure in seeing them suffer?

2. Or does he have pleasure in their spiritual condition?

B. Ezekiel 18:23

23 Do I have any pleasure at all that the wicked should die?” says the Lord 
God, “and not that he should turn from his ways and live?” (Eze 18.23). 

1. He is displeased because they will not be with Him. 

C. God created man to enjoy friendship with Him. 

1. Through sin, man severs that relationship. 
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2. God still desires fellowship and provides it through Christ. 

IV. The Paradox Of Christian Death: Sorrow And Joy.

A. Sorrow:

1. John 11.35.

35 Jesus wept (John 11.35). 

2. Acts 8.2.

2 And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamenta-
tion over him (Acts 8.2). 

3. Mark 2.19–20.

19 And Jesus said to them, “Can the friends of the bridegroom fast while 
the bridegroom is with them? As long as they have the bridegroom with 
them they cannot fast. 20 But the days will come when the bridegroom 
will be taken away from them, and then they will fast in those days” 
(Mark 2.19–20). 

4. Jehoram—2Ch 21.19–20.

19 Then it happened in the course of time, after the end of two years, that 
his intestines came out because of his sickness; so he died in severe pain. 
And his people made no burning for him, like the burning for his fathers. 
20 He was thirty-two years old when he became king. He reigned in Jeru-
salem eight years and, to no one’s sorrow, departed. However they buried 
him in the City of David, but not in the tombs of the kings (2Ch 21.19–
20). 

a) We mourn those who created to our lives. 

b) Their influence will be missed greatly.

5. 1Th 4.13.

13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who 
have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope (1Th 
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4.13). 

6. Ecclesiastes 7.1–2.

1 A good name is better than precious ointment, 
 And the day of death than the day of one’s birth; 
2 Better to go to the house of mourning 
 Than to go to the house of feasting, 
 For that is the end of all men; 
 And the living will take it to heart. 
 (Ecc 7.1–2) 

B. Joy:

1. John 11.25–26.

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes 
in Me, though he may die, he shall live. 26 And whoever lives and be-
lieves in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?” (John 11.25–26). 

2. Philippians 1.21–24.

21 For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 But if I live on in the 
flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor; yet what I shall choose I cannot 
tell. 23 For I am hard-pressed between the two, having a desire to depart 
and be with Christ, which is far better. 24 Nevertheless to remain in the 
flesh is more needful for you (Phi 1.21–24). 

3. 2Co 5.1–10.

1 For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a 
building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habita-
tion which is from heaven, 3 if indeed, having been clothed, we shall not 
be found naked. 4 For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not 
because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may 
be swallowed up by life. 5 Now He who has prepared us for this very 
thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 6 So we are 
always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are 
absent from the Lord. 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 We are con-
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fident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be pre-
sent with the Lord. 9 Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or 
absent, to be well pleasing to Him. 10 For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the 
body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad (2Co 5.1–10). 

4. “The Last Word” by E. G. Talbot 

Death, I will have the last word 
In our argument. 
When thou shalt chant a requiem 
Over my grave I will be brave 
And sing an exultant hymn. 
When my body lies under the sod 
And your last word is said 
I will say: “I live with God; 
Only my body is dead; 
The husk alone is thine; 
The kernel is divine.” 

Exhortation: 

I. At funerals, I encourage the people to imitate the good of the one who died. 

II. We should also contemplate our own departure. 

A. If ready, rejoice and live with confidence. 

B. If not, then search for the path of life. 

C. Everyone who has died, 

1. regardless of where they went, 

2. want us to be saved. 
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