
Flourish Like a Palm Tree 
Why do the wicked flourish, and how it helps you 

Psalm 92 
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • March 2, In the year of our Lord, 2014 

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Christian Lake – “Count Your Many Blessings” 

Prelude: 

I. If you had a choice between 

A. being a blade of grass or a wild ox, 

B. which would you pick? 

II. You do not like those choices, 

A. how about choosing between 

B. being a blade of grass or a palm tree? 

III. Okay, if you do not like those options, 

A. you can choose between 

B. being a blade of grass or a cedar. 

IV. I would take being a wild ox, a palm tree, or a cedar tree 

A. any day over being a blade of grass. 

B. For one thing, grass only grows up to be eaten or mowed down, but 

1. the wild ox eats the grass, and 

2. the palm and cedar trees stay around and bless without being destroyed. 

V. Psalm 92 shows 

A. that if you are wicked, you are like grass, but 

B. that if you are righteous, you are like a wild ox, a palm tree, and a cedar. 

Persuasion: 

I. Psalm 92.0 – Flourish Weekly 

0 A Psalm. A Song for the Sabbath day. 
 (Psa 92.0) 
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A. It is good to come together to sing, 

1. that is what our God wants. 

2. He wanted the Jews, and 

a) He wants Christians, 

b) to meet and sing at least weekly. 

B. The Sabbath was a day of worship and rest. 

1. While the Lord specified that the day of physical rest was for Israel, 

2. He still wants us to find rest for our souls, 

16 Thus says the Lord: 
 “Stand in the ways and see, 
 And ask for the old paths, where the good way is, 
 And walk in it; 
 Then you will find rest for your souls…” 
 (Jer 6.16) 

a) Augustine of Hippo said, after he quoted Psalms 145 and 147, 

“‘Great art thou, O Lord, and greatly to be praised; great is thy power, 
and infinite is thy wisdom.’ And man desires to praise thee, for he is a 
part of thy creation; he bears his mortality about with him and carries 
the evidence of his sin and the proof that thou dost resist the proud. 
Still he desires to praise thee, this man who is only a small part of thy 
creation. Thou has prompted him, that he should delight to praise thee, 
for thou hast made us for thyself and restless is our heart until it comes 
to rest in thee.” 

II. Psalm 92.1–3 – Our Songs Flourish 

1 It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 
 And to sing praises to Your name, O Most High; 
2 To declare Your lovingkindness in the morning, 
 And Your faithfulness every night, 
3 On an instrument of ten strings, 
 On the lute, 
 And on the harp, 
 With harmonious sound. 
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 (Psa 92.1–3) 

A. In song, give thanks to the Lord, because 

1. He gives. 

a) And He gives. 

b) And He gives. 

2. Give thanks, whether in prayer or song, to know how much He gives. 

B. It is good to give thanks to the Lord, because 

1. it takes our focus off ourselves, 

2. it takes our focus off material things, and 

3. it fulfills our purpose as praise machines. 

a) To know that it is good 

(1) to give thanks to the Lord and 

(2) to sing praise to His name, 

(a) just see whether you feel 

(b) better or worse after doing them. 

b) I always feel better and so does everyone I have ever witnessed. 

C. Sing praises to the Most High, because 

1. He is above all. 

2. Singing praises to the Most High simultaneously 

a) humbles us and lift us up! 

b) It is a magnificent experience! 

D.Declare the Lord’s lovingkindness, because 

1. we are not worthy of the least of His lovingkindnesses (Gen 32.10), but 

2. He gives them anyway. 

E. Declare the Lord’s faithfulness, because 
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1. without it we would have no hope. 

2. We are faithless; He is faithful. 

F. Do these things every part of the day, morning and night. 

1. Praise Him because He has given you another day. 

2. Thank Him because of His blessings experienced that day. 

a) We thank and praise Him on more than just the day of worship, but 

b) verse 2 said every night, as well as everyday. 

G.Now sing with the instrument of your heart, 

1. the God-made instrument whereby we make melody, 

2. coming out in the beautiful God-created instrument of your lips. 

H.Express the deep thoughts and feelings that you have for our Lord. 

III. Psalm 92.4–6 – The Lord Flourishes 

4 For You, Lord, have made me glad through Your work; 
 I will triumph in the works of Your hands. 
5 O Lord, how great are Your works! 
 Your thoughts are very deep. 
6 A senseless man does not know, 
 Nor does a fool understand this. 
 (Psa 92.4–6) 

A. Meditate on the Lord’s work, 

1. see the works of His hands, and 

2. it will make you glad just like the psalmist. 

B. Verses 4–5 show the psalmist 

1. doing what he told us to in verses 1–2, 

2. speaking and singing of the works of the Lord, namely, 

a) His lovingkindness and 

b) His faithfulness. 
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C. Spend time thinking on those things as the psalmist did, and 

1. you will find yourself doing what he did. 

2. You will tell the Lord 

a) that He has made you glad, 

b) that you triumph in His works, 

c) that His works are great, 

d) that His thoughts are very deep, and then 

(1) you will look at the people of the world, 

(2) especially those who are the Lord’s enemies, and 

(a) you will conclude what the psalmist did in verse 6, 

(b) that the senseless man 

i) does not know these things about God, 

ii) that the fool does not understand God’s work. 

D.Paul said it well in Romans 1, 

21 …although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were 
thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were 
darkened. Professing to be wise, they became fools… (Rom 1.21–22). 

E. There exists another thing that the senseless man does not understand. 

IV. Psalm 92.7–9 – The Wicked Flourish 

7 When the wicked spring up like grass, 
 And when all the workers of iniquity flourish, 
 It is that they may be destroyed forever. 
8 But You, Lord, are on high forevermore. 
9 For behold, Your enemies, O Lord, 
 For behold, Your enemies shall perish; 
 All the workers of iniquity shall be scattered. 
 (Psa 92.7–9) 

A. The wicked spring up like grass, and 
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1. they just seem to increase and prosper. 

2. Yet, they are senseless, foolish, wicked, and workers of iniquity. 

a) Why then do they do so well? 

b) The Lord uses their prosperity for us. 

B. Look at that last line of verse 7. 

1. The Lord allows them to spring up and to flourish 

2. that they might be destroyed. 

a) The Lord fattens them up for the slaughter, but 

b) before that happens, we benefit from the works of the wicked, 

(1) not their wicked works, but 

(2) the other things that they do. 

3. Therefore, the Lord lets them arise for our benefit, 

22b …the wealth of the sinner is stored up for the righteous. 
 (Pro 13.22), 

a) like God giving the livestock of Laban to Jacob (Gen 31.9), 

b) like the Israelites plundering the Egyptians (Exo 3.22; 11.2), 

c) like Israel inheriting the Land of Canaan (Jos 24.13), 

d) like Mordecai getting the house of Haman (Est 8), or 

e) as Job said, 

16 “Though he heaps up silver like dust, 
 And piles up clothing like clay— 
17 He may pile it up, but the just will wear it, 
 And the innocent will divide the silver.” 
 (Job 27.13–17) 

f) Solomon said in the Book of Proverbs, 

8 One who increases his possessions by usury and extortion 
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 Gathers it for him who will pity the poor. 
 (Pro 28.8) 

g) And as Solomon said in the Book of Ecclesiastes, 

26 For God gives wisdom and knowledge and joy to a man who is 
good in His sight; but to the sinner He gives the work of gathering and 
collecting, that he may give to him who is good before God. This also 
is vanity and grasping for the wind (Ecc 2.26). 

4. Therefore, the wicked have to spring up and flourish for a while. 

C. However, the psalmist assured us 

1. that the Lord’s enemies shall perish and 

2. all the workers of iniquity shall be scattered. 

a) We see our influence waning. 

b) We see the church losing. 

(1) However, if we are patient, 

(2) we will see these things come to pass. 

(a) This is simply a matter of history, 

(b) both biblical and world history. 

V. Psalm 92.10–15 – The Righteous Flourish 

10 But my horn You have exalted like a wild ox; 
 I have been anointed with fresh oil. 
11 My eye also has seen my desire on my enemies; 
 My ears hear my desire on the wicked 
 Who rise up against me. 
12 The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, 
 He shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 
13 Those who are planted in the house of the Lord 
 Shall flourish in the courts of our God. 
14 They shall still bear fruit in old age; 
 They shall be fresh and flourishing, 
15 To declare that the Lord is upright; 
 He is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in Him. 
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 (Psa 92.0–15) 

A. Since the Lord raises up the wicked to bless us, and 

1. since He will bring them down, 

2. we know that we have the blessings of which verses 10–15 speak! 

B. Instead of perishing like grass, the Lord 

1. exalts our horn like a wild ox, 

2. anoints us with fresh oil, 

3. causes our eye to see our desire on our enemies, 

4. causes our ears to hear our desire on our enemies. 

5. makes us flourish like a palm tree, and 

6. makes us grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 

C. The psalmist also said that 

1. we shall be planted in the house of the Lord and flourish in His courts. 

a) If only we can be houseplants in God’s house. 

b) If only we can be nails or pegs in God’s house, 

8 “And now for a little while grace has been shown from the Lord our 
God…to give us a peg in His holy place…” (Ezra 9.8). 

c) If only we can be doorkeepers in God’s house, 

10 For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand [elsewhere]. 
 I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 
 Than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 
 (Psa 84.10) 

2. We shall so flourish that we will still bear fruit in old age, 

a) whereas the fruit of the wicked will have vanished like grass, 

b) they will have been gone for a long time. 
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(1) Truly, where are all the church’s opposers over the centuries? 

(2) And where is the church? 

3. We shall be fresh and flourishing in old age that the fruit we bear shall be 

a) declaring that the Lord is upright, 

b) declaring that the Lord is our rock, and 

c) declaring that there is no unrighteousness in our Lord. 

Exhortation: 

I. What does the psalmist want us to do? 

A. Give thanks to the Lord. 

B. Sing praises to the Most High. 

C. Declare 

1. the Lord’s lovingkindness, 

2. the Lord’s faithfulness, 

3. the Lord’s uprightness, 

4. the Lord as our rock, and 

5. that there is no unrighteousness in Him. 

II. However, see the wicked as 

A. senseless, 

B. foolish, 

C. temporary, 

D.flourishing for us, 

E. destroyed, 

F. perishing, and 

G. scattered. 

III. See the Lord’s promises 

A. that He makes us glad, 
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B. that He makes us triumph, 

C. that He shall make us flourish, 

D. that He shall make us grow, 

E. that He shall plant us, 

F. that He shall cause us to bear fruit, and 

G. that we shall be fresh. 

IV. We are like the wild ox that eats the grass, benefiting from the wicked. 

A. We are like the palm and cedar trees that 

1. live longer than grass, 

2. grow taller than grass, and 

3. produce more than grass. 

B. We are like the palm and cedar trees that 

1. can take beatings and 

2. still produce fruit, 

a) whereas the grass cannot take much and it is gone, 

16 For a righteous man may fall seven times 
 And rise again, 
 But the wicked shall fall by calamity. 
 (Pro 24.16) 

b) Now which do you want to be? 

(1) Grass, 

(2) a wild ox, 

(3) a palm tree, or 

(4) a cedar tree? 

V. Follow Jesus Christ right now and He will plant you in His house! 
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