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Prelude: 

I. God can do the great works. 

A. He forgives all our sin. 

B. He takes us to heaven. 

II. Can He do the smaller works? 

A. Can He take care of me between the time 

1. that I am converted and 

2. that I die and go to heaven? 

B. Samson had his faults, but 

1. Hebrews 11.32 shows him as an example of faith to imitate, because 

2. he understood that God works in the great and in the small. 

Persuasion: 

I. Judges 15.1–2 – Samson lost his wife 

1 After a while, in the time of wheat harvest, it happened that Samson visited 
his wife with a young goat. And he said, “Let me go in to my wife, into her 
room.” But her father would not permit him to go in. 2 Her father said, “I really 
thought that you thoroughly hated her; therefore I gave her to your companion. 
Is not her younger sister better than she? Please, take her instead.” 

A. The woman’s father misunderstood Samson’s departure. 

1. Then he tried what Laban did to Jacob by giving another daughter. 

2. Observe the father’s control of the marriage of his daughter. 

a) First Corinthians 7.36–38 preserves this custom for Christians. 

(1) This should be no surprise because the Bible, 

(a) both Old and New Testaments, 
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(b) is family-oriented, 

36 But if any man thinks he is behaving improperly toward his 
virgin, if she is past the flower of youth, and thus it must be, 
let him do what he wishes. He does not sin; let them marry. 
37 Nevertheless he who stands steadfast in his heart, having 
no necessity, but has power over his own will, and has so de-
termined in his heart that he will keep his virgin, {Or virgin 
daughter} does well. 38 So then he who gives her in marriage 
does well, but he who does not give her in marriage does bet-
ter (1Co 7.36–38). 

B. Leviticus 18.18 forbid a man marrying a sister while her sister was alive. 

1. This was true for marrying brothers, 

18 “Nor shall you take a woman as a rival to her sister, to uncover her na-
kedness while the other is alive” (Lev 18.18). 

2. Remember the wives of Jacob. 

a) His marriage was before this law. 

b) Nevertheless, it illustrates what can happen. 

C. Samson had every right, 

1. therefore, to his wife, 

2. whom her father had given to his best man. 

II. Judges 15.3–5 – Samson destroyed the grain fields of the Philistines 

3 And Samson said to them, “This time I shall be blameless regarding the Phil-
istines if I harm them!” 4 Then Samson went and caught three hundred foxes; 
and he took torches, turned the foxes tail to tail, and put a torch between each 
pair of tails. 5 When he had set the torches on fire, he let the foxes go into the 
standing grain of the Philistines, and burned up both the shocks and the stand-
ing grain, as well as the vineyards and olive groves. 

A. By arson Samson did great agricultural, hence 

1. economic damage to the Philistines. 
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2. Remember that God used Samson to begin delivering Israel from the Phil-
istines. 

B. Numbers 35 implied that a family member of a murdered victim could or 
would do something of this nature. 

III. Judges 15.6–8 – Samson’s wife was burned after all 

6 Then the Philistines said, “Who has done this?” And they answered, “Samson, 
the son-in-law of the Timnite, because he has taken his wife and given her to 
his companion.” So the Philistines came up and burned her and her father with 
fire. 

A. The Philistines burned Samson’s wife and father-in-law to death. 

1. For what? 

a) It was initially prompted by the devastating fire. 

b) However, the woman committed adultery, 

(1) aided by her father. 

(2) The Philistines recognized the marriage of Samson. 

2. This shocks us because we have grown accustomed to adultery, 

a) even the kind practiced here, 

b) that is, leaving one spouse and marrying another. 

3. This happens so much, even in the church, without any consequence 

a) that we merely express disappointment 

b) as our strongest negative reaction. 

4. Remember what the Scriptures teach, 

9 “And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immor-
ality, {Or fornication} and marries another, commits adultery; and who-
ever marries her who is divorced commits adultery” (Matt 19.9). 

1 Or do you not know, brethren (for I speak to those who know the law), 
that the law has dominion over a man as long as he lives? 2 For the 
woman who has a husband is bound by the law to her husband as long as 
he lives. But if the husband dies, she is released from the law of her hus-
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band. 3 So then if, while her husband lives, she marries another man, she 
will be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from that 
law, so that she is no adulteress, though she has married another man 
(Rom 7.1–3). 

5. “To avoid this menace, she had betrayed her husband; and by that un-
principled conduct, eventually exposed herself to the horrid doom which, 
at the sacrifice of conjugal fidelity, she had sought to escape [Jud 14:15]” 
(Jamieson). 

B. Samson’s revenge, 

7 Samson said to them, “Since you would do a thing like this, I will surely 
take revenge on you, and after that I will cease.” 8 So he attacked them hip 
and thigh with a great slaughter; then he went down and dwelt in the cleft of 
the rock of Etam. 

1. What does attacking “hip and thigh” mean? 

2. He easily accomplished this deed. 

IV. Judges 15.9–13 – Samson’s brethren turned him over to the Philistines 

9 Now the Philistines went up, encamped in Judah, and deployed themselves 
against Lehi. 10 And the men of Judah said, “Why have you come up against 
us?” So they answered, “We have come up to arrest Samson, to do to him as he 
has done to us.” 11 Then three thousand men of Judah went down to the cleft 
of the rock of Etam, and said to Samson, “Do you not know that the Philistines 
rule over us? What is this you have done to us?” And he said to them, “As they 
did to me, so I have done to them.” 

A. While Samson should not have married this Philistine woman,

1. she was his wife.

2. Therefore, they were one. 

B. That is why he said that what they had done to him, so he did to them. 

1. They burned his wife, 

2. he burned their fields. 
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C. What Samson’s fellow-Israelites did, 

12 But they said to him, “We have come down to arrest you, that we may de-
liver you into the hand of the Philistines.” Then Samson said to them, “Swear 
to me that you will not kill me yourselves.” 13 So they spoke to him, saying, 
“No, but we will tie you securely and deliver you into their hand; but we will 
surely not kill you.” And they bound him with two new ropes and brought 
him up from the rock. 

1. “This is a pitiful sight to behold—God’s people siding with the enemy 
against a judge of Israel” (Jesse Whitlock, Denton Lectures). 

2. The tribe of Judah was not thinking because they were ruled by fear. 

a) Samson was more powerful than the Philistines. 

b) However, Judah feared the Philistines. 

c) Judah did not see that with Samson they had greater power. 

3. When fear rules the heart we cannot see clearly. 

V. Judges 15.14–17 – Samson killed a thousand men 

14 When he came to Lehi, the Philistines came shouting against him. Then the 
Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him; and the ropes that were on his 
arms became like flax that is burned with fire, and his bonds broke loose from 
his hands. 15 He found a fresh jawbone of a donkey, reached out his hand and 
took it, and killed a thousand men with it. 

A. “…a la Trojan horse! What thoughts must have raced in the minds of the 
Philistines at the sight of bursting cords and bands!” (Whitlock). 

1. Do you remember Judges 3.31? 

31 After him was Shamgar the son of Anath, who killed six hundred men 
of the Philistines with an ox goad; and he also delivered Israel (Jdg 3.31). 

a) Now Samson killed 1,000 men with a jawbone! 

b) Later a boy with a stone will kill a 9 foot 9 inch warrior! 

2. In each case, the Philistines dominated the Israelites. 
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a) When the Spirit of the Lord was upon Shamgar, Samson and David, 

b) they defeated the enemy with simple weapons. 

3. Brethren, we may not have much, but 

a) if you will entrust 

(1) yourself, 

(2) your talents, 

(3) your time, 

(4) your energy and 

(5) your things 

(a) to the Lord, 

(b) He will do marvelous things. 

b) First Corinthians 1.26–29 shows what God has already done by plac-
ing us in the church. 

(1) We live in the Kingdom of Christ. 

(2) Were we great before having this blessing? 

26 For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise accord-
ing to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called. 27 
But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to 
shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world 
to put to shame the things which are mighty; 28 and the base 
things of the world and the things which are despised God has 
chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the 
things that are, 29 that no flesh should glory in His presence (1Co 
1.26–29). 

4. An ox goad, a jawbone, a stone, and a cross: 

a) What have you got that the Spirit of God can use? 

b) Foolishness, weakness, baseness, and despised: 

(1) What are you that the Spirit of God can use? 

(2) Shamgar, Samson and David won with crude weapons, because 
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(a) they lived by faith, 

(b) not by fear. 

B. What Samson did with the jawbone of a donkey, 

16 Then Samson said: “With the jawbone of a donkey, Heaps upon heaps, 
With the jawbone of a donkey I have slain a thousand men!” 17 And so it 
was, when he had finished speaking, that he threw the jawbone from his 
hand, and called that place Ramath Lehi. {Literally Jawbone Height} 

1. What an amazing feat for one man to kill 1,000 men! 

2. Clearly as verse 14 indicates, 

a) this happened because the Spirit of the Lord 

b) was upon Samson mightily. 

3. Therefore, Zechariah 4.10 asks a good question, 

10 For who has despised the day of small things? (Zec 4.10). 

a) Do not despise the day of small things, because 

(1) God is not limited 

(2) by what we have or 

(3) by what we are. 

4. “The full effect of Samson’s exuberant ditty is difficult to reproduce in 
English because it is based on a play of words on a Hebrew homonym 
which means both ‘ass’ and ‘heap.’ Moffat’s translation is helpful: ‘With 
the jawbone of an ass I have piled them in a mass’” (Roehrs). 

VI. Judges 15.18–19 – God saves in great events and in small events 

18 Then he became very thirsty; so he cried out to the LORD and said, “You 
have given this great deliverance by the hand of Your servant; and now shall I 
die of thirst and fall into the hand of the uncircumcised?” 

A. Samson knew that God saved in the greater events, and 
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B. Samson knew that God could in the smaller also. 

1. As Paul questioned, 

32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, 
how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? (Rom 8.32). 

2. Second Chronicles 14 and 16 shows that King Asa only relied upon God 
for the great things, 

8 And Asa had an army of three hundred thousand from Judah who car-
ried shields and spears, and from Benjamin two hundred and eighty thou-
sand men who carried shields and drew bows; all these were mighty men 
of valor. 9 Then Zerah the Ethiopian came out against them with an army 
of a million men and three hundred chariots, and he came to Mareshah. 
10 So Asa went out against him, and they set the troops in battle array in 
the Valley of Zephathah at Mareshah. 11 And Asa cried out to the LORD 
his God, and said, “LORD, it is nothing for You to help, whether with 
many or with those who have no power; help us, O LORD our God, for 
we rest on You, and in Your name we go against this multitude. O LORD, 
You are our God; do not let man prevail against You!” 12 So the LORD 
struck the Ethiopians before Asa and Judah, and the Ethiopians fled (2Ch 
14.8–12). 

3. Second Chronicles 16 reveals later, 

7 And at that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah, and said to 
him: “Because you have relied on the king of Syria, and have not relied 
on the LORD your God, therefore the army of the king of Syria has es-
caped from your hand. 8 Were the Ethiopians and the Lubim not a huge 
army with very many chariots and horsemen? Yet, because you relied on 
the LORD, He delivered them into your hand. 9 For the eyes of the LORD 
run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on be-
half of those whose heart is loyal to Him. In this you have done foolishly; 
therefore from now on you shall have wars” (2Ch 16.7–9). 

a) Asa forgot God, 

12 And in the thirty-ninth year of his reign, Asa became diseased in his 
feet, and his malady was severe; yet in his disease he did not seek the 
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LORD, but the physicians (2Ch 16.12). 

(1) Do we seek God for the larger problems of life, but 

(2) fail to consult Him about the smaller ones? 

C. God worked for Samson in the smaller issues of life, 

19 So God split the hollow place that is in Lehi, {Literally Jawbone (compare 
verse 14)} and water came out, and he drank; and his spirit returned, and he 
revived. Therefore he called its name En Hakkore, {Literally Spring of the 
Caller} which is in Lehi to this day. 

1. Twice God gave Israel water from a rock during the days of Moses. 

2. He does it for Samson also. 

a) God works wonders when we do not see the possibility. 

b) This has been the story of the Judges and of Samson. 

VII. Judges 15.20 – Samson did well 

20 And he judged Israel twenty years in the days of the Philistines (Jdg 15). 

A. “It was a time of peace, a time of prosperity. For twenty years, Samson did 
real well. When you think of Samson, please don’t only remember his sins. 
He was a man who was mightily used by God, who had a real love for God, 
and who is marked in the New Testament as one of the giants of faith (He-
brews 11:32)” (Courson). 

Exhortation: 

I. Cry out to God in a similar way as Samson in verse 18. 

A. You are struggling with life. 

B. Trust God as you did to be saved. 

II. Be saved today. 
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