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Prelude: 

I. In Deuteronomy 12, Moses taught the people 

A. that when they entered the Land of Canaan

B. they were not to practice idolatry. 

1. He also revealed why people become idolatrous and 

2. we see the same thing in the Book of Judges. 

a) It stems from self-righteousness, that is, 

b) people determine what is right in their own eyes instead of God’s eyes, 

1 “These are the statutes and judgments which you shall be careful to 
observe in the land which the LORD God of your fathers is giving you 
to possess, all the days that you live on the earth. 2 You shall utterly 
destroy all the places where the nations which you shall dispossess 
served their gods, on the high mountains and on the hills and under 
every green tree. 3 And you shall destroy their altars, break their sa-
cred pillars, and burn their wooden images with fire; you shall cut 
down the carved images of their gods and destroy their names from 
that place. 4 You shall not worship the LORD your God with such 
things” (Deu 12.1–4). 

C. Here at verse 4, Moses showed 

1. that Israel would not in every case abandon God totally for idols, but 

2. sometimes they would mix idolatry with their worship of the true God. 

D. Moses instructed further, 

5 “But you shall seek the place where the LORD your God chooses, out of 
all your tribes, to put His name for His dwelling place; and there you shall 
go. 6 There you shall take your burnt offerings, your sacrifices, your tithes, 
the heave offerings of your hand, your vowed offerings, your freewill offer-
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ings, and the firstborn of your herds and flocks. 7 And there you shall eat be-
fore the LORD your God, and you shall rejoice in all to which you have put 
your hand, you and your households, in which the LORD your God has 
blessed you. 8 You shall not at all do as we are doing here today—every man 
doing whatever is right in his own eyes—” (Deu 12.5–8). 

1. They were to destroy idolatry. 

2. They were not to use the implements of idolatry in worshiping God. 

3. They were to worship God how and where He said. 

4. They were not to do what was right in their own eyes. 

E. In the last five chapters of the Book of Judges, 

1. whose incidents happened shortly after Moses spoke these words, 

2. they violated every single one of these precepts. 

F. When we get done with these last five chapters, 

1. you will see that what Israel did was evil in the sight of the Lord, and 

2. you will understand why He gave Israel over to enemies repeatedly. 

G. Summary of the Book of Judges 

1. 17.6 

2. 18.1 

3. 19.1 

4. 21.25 

II. Summary of Judges 

III. We are now introduced to a man known as Micah 

“…a man who wanted riches, religion, and respectability. But playing by his 
own rules, we’ll see how he ends up losing all three” (Courson). 

Persuasion: 

I. Judges 17.1–2 – Repentance 
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1 Now there was a man from the mountains of Ephraim, whose name was Mi-
cah. 2 And he said to his mother, “The eleven hundred shekels of silver that 
were taken from you, and on which you put a curse, even saying it in my 
ears—here is the silver with me; I took it.” And his mother said, “May you be 
blessed by the LORD, my son!” 

A. Consider Ephraim in the Book of Judges. 

1. Joshua was from the tribe of Ephraim (2.9). 

2. Ephraim helped Ehud deliver Israel from Moab (3.27). 

3. Deborah was a judge in Ephraim (4.5). 

4. Ephraim helped save Israel from the Canaanites (5.14). 

5. Ephraim helped Gideon fight the Midianites (7.24). 

6. Gideon credited Ephraim for doing a great work (8.2). 

7. The judge Tola was from Issachar but decided to live in Ephraim (10.1). 

8. The judge Abdon was buried in Ephraim (12.15). 

9. Sadly, the tribe opposed Jephthah so severely 

a) that a war broke out and 

b) the tribe suffered defeat. 

10.Now we find another sad thing in Ephraim. 

B. Micah stole 1100 shekels of silver from his mother, or 

1. more accurately from God. 

2. Therefore, she put a curse on the silver. 

“Outward losses drive good people to their prayers, but bad people to 
their curses” (Henry). 

3. He confessed to his mother. 

4. She blessed him. 

C. This all sounds good, so far. 
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II. Judges 17.3–5 – Self-made religion begins 

3 So when he had returned the eleven hundred shekels of silver to his mother, 
his mother said, “I had wholly dedicated the silver from my hand to the LORD 
for my son, to make a carved image and a molded image; now therefore, I will 
return it to you.” 

A. She had wholly dedicated the silver to the Lord, designating a use: 

1. For her son 

2. to make an image. 

a) Thus, he received the silver back. 

b) Making an image violates Deuteronomy 12. 

B. An idol for Micah, 

4 Thus he returned the silver to his mother. Then his mother took two hun-
dred shekels of silver and gave them to the silversmith, and he made it into a 
carved image and a molded image; and they were in the house of Micah. 5 
The man Micah had a shrine, and made an ephod and household idols; and 
he consecrated one of his sons, who became his priest. 

1. A mother encouraged her son in his own religion, 

a) which perverted the true religion! 

b) The son did not abandon Yahweh God completely. 

(1) Micah and his mother just wanted to do things their way. 

(2) They liked the idea of worshiping God, and 

(a) Micah liked some of the ways God commanded, but 

(b) in other ways Micah did not. 

2. The sins of Micah and his mother: 

a) The creation of idols 

b) Their own shrine or temple 

c) Their own ephod 
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d) Making one of his non-levitical sons a priest 

3. Often when parents lose a child to sin, and 

a) the child returns, 

b) the parents compromise to accommodate their returned child. 

4. Did you notice that she only used 200 shekels? 

a) When the silver was gone, 

b) 100% was dedicated to the Lord. 

(1) When it returns, 

(2) less than 20% is for the Lord. 

c) What happened to the rest? 

(1) Was she lying about the 100%? 

(2) Did she become greedy? 

III. Judges 17.6 – Self-righteousness 

6 In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his 
own eyes. 

A. This is an insightful insertion. 

1. Since there was no king in the days of the judges, 

2. self-righteousness reigned. 

B. Consider a distinction between judges and kings. 

1. Often we see judges fighting against outside enemies of Israel. 

2. Often we see kings fighting idolatry within Israel. 

C. In the first sixteen chapters of the Book of Judges, 

1. we saw eight times 

a) that the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord 

b) (2.11; 3.7; 3.12; 4.1; 6.1; 10.6; 13.1). 
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2. Starting with chapter 17, the writer did not use that expression. 

a) Four times we are told that there was no king, 

b) so everyone did what was right in his own eyes. 

3. The last five chapters cover a time 

a) prior to the judges or 

b) simultaneous to them. 

(1) When people do what is right in their own eyes, 

(2) they do evil in the sight of the Lord. 

D. Therefore, the Scriptures warn, 

12 There is a way that seems right to a man, 
 But its end is the way of death. 
 (Pro 14.12) 

2 Every way of a man is right in his own eyes, 
 But the LORD weighs the hearts. 
 (Pro 21.2) 

23 O LORD, I know the way of man is not in himself; 
 It is not in man who walks to direct his own steps. 
 (Jer 10.23) 

IV. Judges 17.7–13 – Superstition 

7 Now there was a young man from Bethlehem in Judah, of the family of Ju-
dah; he was a Levite, and was staying there. 8 The man departed from the city 
of Bethlehem in Judah to stay wherever he could find a place. Then he came to 
the mountains of Ephraim, to the house of Micah, as he journeyed. 9 And Mi-
cah said to him, “Where do you come from?” So he said to him, “I am a Levite 
from Bethlehem in Judah, and I am on my way to find a place to stay.” 10a Mi-
cah said to him, “Dwell with me, and be a father and a priest to me, and I will 
give you ten shekels of silver per year, a suit of clothes, and your sustenance.” 

A. How could this young man be a Levite of the family of Judah? 

“Men of the tribe of Levi might connect themselves, as Aaron did (Ex 6.23), 
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by marriage with another tribe; and this young Levite belonged to the tribe of 
Judah, by his mother’s side, which accounts for his being in Bethlehem, not 
one of the Levitical cities” (Jamieson). 

1. He starts looking for his own place, because 

2. the Levites did not receive a section of land. 

B. Micah’s offer: 

1. The young man be a father to the older Micah 

2. The young man be a priest to Micah 

3. His pay consisted of: 

a) Ten shekels of silver per year 

b) A suit of clothes 

c) His sustenance 

C. Does a Levite sanctify one’s homemade religion? 

10b So the Levite went in. 11 Then the Levite was content to dwell with the 
man; and the young man became like one of his sons to him. 

1. Sadly, the Levite accepted the offer. 

2. The Levites were the teachers in Israel. 

a) This man knew the Law of God and the history of Israel. 

b) He should have been teaching the truth. 

D. What was wrong with Micah’s thinking? 

12 So Micah consecrated the Levite, and the young man became his priest, 
and lived in the house of Micah. 13 Then Micah said, “Now I know that the 
LORD will be good to me, since I have a Levite as priest!” (Judges 17). 

1. What was Micah thinking? 

a) When he said, “Now I know…” 

(1) the writer of Judges was demonstrating his point of verse 6, 
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(2) that everyone in Israel was doing what was right in his own eyes. 

b) Micah’s knowledge was not based on the word of God. 

c) Micah’s self-deception seemed right because he was doing well. 

(1) He concluded that God was with him. 

(2) Does doing well always mean that we have God’s blessing? 

2. Micah had already perverted the religion of God, 

a) yet, Micah believed 

(1) that having a Levite priest 

(2) would cause God to bless the house. 

b) Micah viewed religion as: 

(1) superstitious 

(2) external 

c) It is like the people who think: 

(1) Okay, God, I have shown up for worship, bless me. 

(2) Okay, God, I am reading Your word daily, bless me. 

d) As though these things are good luck charms. 

3. Being right in one thing led Micah to believe 

a) that he was right in all things. 

b) He did not realize that we may the right outward signs, but 

(1) still be out of God’s grace. 

Exhortation: 

I. If perverting God’s religion in one thing, where will we stop? 

II. It is good to dedicate our things to God. 

A. True total dedication begins with us. 

B. Let the example of the Macedonians in Second Corinthians 8 be our goal. 

1. They dedicated their things to the cause of Christ, but 
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2. they gave something else first, 

5 And not only as we had hoped, but they first gave themselves to the 
Lord, and then to us by the will of God (2Co 8.5). 
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