
The Death of a Vision 
Luke 24.13–35 

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • April 13, In the year of our Lord, 2014 
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph 

Prelude: 

I. Seminar I went to in the early 1980s in Long Beach. 

II. The disappointment of a failed dream, 

12 Hope deferred makes the heart sick, 
 But when the desire comes, it is a tree of life. 
 (Pro 13.12) 

III. Two disciples with sick hearts who ate from a tree of life, 

13  Now behold, two of them were traveling that same day to a village called 
Emmaus, which was seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 And they talked together 
of all these things which had happened. 15 So it was, while they conversed 
and reasoned, that Jesus Himself drew near and went with them. 16 But their 
eyes were restrained, so that they did not know Him. 

17 And He said to them, “What kind of conversation is this that you have with 
one another as you walk and are sad?” 

18 Then the one whose name was Cleopas answered and said to Him, “Are You 
the only stranger in Jerusalem, and have You not known the things which hap-
pened there in these days?” 

19 And He said to them, “What things?” 

So they said to Him, “The things concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was a 
Prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how 
the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to be condemned to death, and 
crucified Him. 21 But we were hoping that it was He who was going to re-
deem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, today is the third day since these things 
happened. 22 Yes, and certain women of our company, who arrived at the 
tomb early, astonished us. 23 When they did not find His body, they came say-
ing that they had also seen a vision of angels who said He was alive. 24 And 
certain of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the 
women had said; but Him they did not see.” 
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25 Then He said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all 
that the prophets have spoken! 26 Ought not the Christ to have suffered these 
things and to enter into His glory?” 27 And beginning at Moses and all the 
Prophets, He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning 
Himself. 

28 Then they drew near to the village where they were going, and He indi-
cated that He would have gone farther. 29 But they constrained Him, saying, 
“Abide with us, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent.” And He 
went in to stay with them. 

30 Now it came to pass, as He sat at the table with them, that He took bread, 
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and 
they knew Him; and He vanished from their sight. 

32 And they said to one another, “Did not our heart burn within us while He 
talked with us on the road, and while He opened the Scriptures to us?” 33 So 
they rose up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven 
and those who were with them gathered together, 34 saying, “The Lord is risen 
indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 35 And they told about the things that 
had happened on the road, and how He was known to them in the breaking of 
bread (Luke 24.13–35). 

Persuasion: 

I. The Birth of a Vision 

A. Goals, dreams, aspirations—a vision of how you would like things to be. 

1. You visualize it. 

2. You feed the vision 

a) by talking to others, 

b) by reading of similar visions of others, 

c) by planning it out.

B. The vision begins to take place. 

1. Opportunities open up almost automatically. 

2. Nothing can stop your zeal. 

C. Then something happens and your vision dies. 
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1. Unexpected opposition, especially from unexpected sources. 

2. Resources dry up. 

II. Visions Have to Die 

A. Like a seed potato to become something greater. 

1. You can eat a seed potato. 

2. It will only satisfy hunger for a few hours. 

3. Plant it and 

a) it dies. 

b) However, new life emerges quickly. 

(1) If you find the original seed, 

(2) it will be rotten. 

(a) Yet, you have several new potatoes and 

(b) larger ones than the seed. 

B. Jesus taught this, 

24 “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the 
ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain” 
(John 12.24). 

1. True of any food seed. 

2. When the grain is planted a man gives up possession of it. 

3. It is then in God’s hand to bring it to maturity. 

C. Why a vision must die before fruition. 

1. Perhaps God wants to expand the original goal. 

a) Without death of seed, 

b) fruit is limited. 

(1) Like the seed given to God’s earth, 

(2) so we give our vision to God for full potential. 
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2. It must die that we may turn it over to God. 

III. Biblical Examples of the Death of a Vision 

A. The tree of life 

1. The vision—eternal life by eating from the tree of life. 

2. The death—Adam and Eve sinned and were driven from the tree. 

3. The vision resurrected—

1 And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, pro-
ceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 In the middle of its 
street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore 
twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the 
tree were for the healing of the nations (Rev 22.1–2). 

B. Noah 

1. The vision—

28 Lamech lived one hundred and eighty-two years, and had a son. 29 
And he called his name Noah [Rest], saying, “This one will comfort us 
concerning our work and the toil of our hands, because of the ground 
which the Lord has cursed” (Gen 5.28–29). 

2. The death—

17 “And behold, I Myself am bringing floodwaters on the earth, to de-
stroy from under heaven all flesh in which is the breath of life; every-
thing that is on the earth shall die” (Gen 6.17). 

3. The vision resurrected—

1 So God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them: “Be fruitful and 
multiply, and fill the earth” (Gen 9.1). 

C. Abraham

1. The visions—land, descendants. 

2. The death—Offer son through whom blessings would come 
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3. The vision resurrected—Gains son back and receives the promises

D. Joseph 

1. The vision—His dreams

2. The death—slavery 

3. The resurrected—Exalted second to Pharaoh 

E. Moses

1. Vision—Thought brethren knew him as deliverer (Acts 7.25)

2. Death—Challenged his leadership (Acts 7.26–28) 

3. Resurrected—God recruits (Acts 7.33–35) 

F. Israel 

1. Vision—Deliverance and own land 

2. Death—Trapped at the Red Sea 

3. Resurrected—God opens a way 

G. Gideon 

1. Vision—The Lord is with you (Jdg 6.12) 

2. Death—Where are the miracles (Jdg 6.13) 

3. Resurrected—300 defeated 135,000 (Jdg 7–8) 

H. Elijah 

1. Vision—Defeat of Baal’s prophets (1Ki 18) 

2. Death—Only one left (1Ki 19.14) 

3. Resurrected—Anoint new kings, new prophet, 7000 (1Ki 19.15–18) 

I. Esther 

1. Vision—Became queen 

2. Death—Possibility of perishing (Esth 4.13–16) 

3. Resurrected—Haman killed, Jews saved, and exalted 

J. The apostles 
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1. Vision—Found the Messiah 

41 He first found his own brother Simon, and said to him, “We have 
found the Messiah” (which is translated, the Christ) (John 1.41). 

45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found Him of 
whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets, wrote—Jesus of Naz-
areth, the son of Joseph” (John 1.45). 

2. Death—Hiding 

19a Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when 
the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the 
Jews… (John 20.19). 

3. Resurrected—Jesus appeared 
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