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Prelude: 

I. Do you remember your first child’s first injury? 

A. When a doctor pricked Traci’s foot to get blood 

B. to test for jaundice or rubella or something, 

1. she cried so hard, 

2. I started to cry. 

II. Some parents have to watch their children suffer greater wounds. 

A. Watching my paternal grandparents watch their oldest son die of cancer 

B. tore my heart to pieces. 

III. Imagine Mary standing at the cross of her son. 

A. What we know of a crucifixion horrifies us, but 

1. she watched it. 

B. Do you think she felt the pain of her son. 

IV. Think about these things as I read John 19. 

A. Most of the time we focus upon what Jesus suffered. 

B. Now let us see the others who were there, and 

1. what each one did there. 

2. Think especially about Mary as a mother, 

25 Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and His mother’s 
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus 
therefore saw His mother… 

[Did He have pain in His soul for her, knowing of the pain in her soul for 
Him?]

and the disciple whom He loved standing by, He said to His mother, 
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“Woman, behold your son!” 27 Then He said to the disciple, “Behold 
your mother!” And from that hour that disciple took her to his own 
home (John 19.25–27). 

C. Two others were crucified, 

1. lifted high, 

2. amid that wild and 

3. savage crew. 

D. Jewish leaders were there 

1. to watch the deed  

2. that shook the earth. 

E. Romans were there 

1. to perform the execution 

2. that veiled the sun. 

F. Followers of Jesus were there, 

1. to weep for Him 

2. who brought them hope. 

G.Why was Mary there? 

1. She stood by the cross, 

2. not off in the distance. 

a) The Jewish leaders and Romans did not object to her presence. 

b) Even murderous men knew that a mother had to be there. 

Persuasion: 

I. The Mother of Our Lord 

A. Luke 1 shows the unequaled honor 

1. that Mary had of bringing the Lord into the world. 

2. Of all the ways for God to come into the world 
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a) He came through a woman, 

b) giving Him a mother, 

30 [Gabriel] said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and 
bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS. 32 He will be great, 
and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give 
Him the throne of His father David. 33 And He will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.” 

41 And it happened, when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, that 
the babe leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit. 42 Then she spoke out with a loud voice and said, “Blessed are 
you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43 But why 
is this granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 
44 For indeed, as soon as the voice of your greeting sounded in my 
ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy. 45 Blessed is she who be-
lieved, for there will be a fulfillment of those things which were told 
her from the Lord” (Luke 1.30–33, 41–45). 

c) God gave women the privilege of bringing new people into the world. 

d) Imagine, ladies, if God chose you to bring the Creator into the world! 

B. In First Timothy 2, Paul alluded to the redemptive value of motherhood. 

1. Yes, woman sinned first, but 

a) women bring new hope into the world with every birth and 

b) woman brought the Savior into the world. 

2. If you continue in the things that Paul mentions, 

a) you are like Mary and 

b) could have been the mother of our Lord, 

14 And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell 
into transgression. 15 Nevertheless she will be saved in childbearing if 
they continue in faith, love, and holiness, with self-control (1Ti 2.14–
15). 
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3. Eve sinned, along with all women, but 

a) live a life of faith, love, holiness, with self-control, and 

b) you bring hope for you and your children. 

C. Mothers gaze at their children with delight, 

1. soaking in everything good said about their children. 

2. Luke 2 shows what Mary did 

a) when the shepherds told her of their angelic visit, 

19 But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart 
(Luke 2.19). 

b) I am not surprised, because a mother wraps her life up in her children. 

3. After Simeon prophesied of things concerning Jesus, 

33 And Joseph and His mother marveled at those things which were spo-
ken of Him (Luke 2.33). 

4. Luke continued, 

34 Then Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, 
this Child is destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a 
sign which will be spoken against 35 (yes, a sword will pierce through 
your own soul also), that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed” 
(Luke 2.34–35). 

a) Motherly love can set up a woman to have unceasing pain, and 

(1) Simeon addressed this issue to Mary. 

b) He implied that Joseph would not be around, 

(1) perhaps because of death, because 

(2) he would have felt these things also. 

c) The pain that Jesus would feel at the crucifixion, 

(1) Mary would feel in her soul. 
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(2) As she watched 

(a) nails driven through her son’s hands and feet, and 

(b) a spear pierce his side, 

(c) simultaneously a sword would pierce her soul. 

d) The pain in her soul may have been as great as 

(1) the nails in his hands and feet. 

(2) Mary may have wished she could take His place. 

II. Look at Mary Standing by the Cross 

A. Like our mothers, 

1. she devoted herself to her son, 

2. although he was a full grown man. 

a) Others abandoned Him, but 

b) not His mother. 

B. Interestingly, she either said nothing or 

1. what she said did not fit in with God’s plan. 

2. She may not have been able to speak. 

3. We just know that a sword pierced her soul. 

C. She stood there without fear of the Jewish leaders or Roman soldiers. 

D.Some mothers have no affection for their children. 

1. They neglect their children, 

a) such as the woman Don Iverson told us about last Wednesday, 

b) who ran off with a man, 

(1) leaving her children 

(2) after her husband took his life. 

2. Some mothers kill their children in the womb. 

3. However, most of us have mothers like Mary and 
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a) we thank God for them, and 

b) God expects us to honor them. 

(1) As Proverbs says, 

28 Her children rise up and call her blessed… 
(Pro 31.28) 

E. It is hard for a mother to understand 

1. why her children must die before her, 

2. such as in war. 

a) Mary may not have understood why Jesus had to die at a young age. 

b) Others did not understand why He had to die. 

(1) Even if she had understood, 

(2) a sword still pierced her soul. 

Exhortation: 

I. The best gift a mother can give her children 

A. is to be a Christian, because 

B. a leader, 

1. which is what a mother is, 

2. has to learn first how to follow. 

a) As a Christian she follows God. 

b) Then she can lead her children. 

II. The best gift you can give your mother 

A. is to become a Christian, because 

B. she lives for that moment. 

III. Save yourself today. 
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