
Signs of Maturity 
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • May 11, In the year of our Lord, 2014 

Scripture Reader and Reading: Tim Braden – Hebrews 5.12–6.3 

Prelude: 

I. Paul said, 

11 When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as 
a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things (1Co 13.11), 

or 

A. have we? 

B. We tell our children to act their age, but 

1. do we always act our age?  

2. Johnny Ramsey used to say, 

“Every church building needs to have three cry rooms. One for the little 
cry babies; one for the medium size cry babies; and one for the big cry 
babies.” 

II. Hebrews 5 should make us think. 

A. The signs of maturity we want to see in children, 

B. should first be seen in us. 

1. Let us mature in the spirit, or 

2. we will die in the spirit, 

5.12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need some-
one to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you 
have come to need milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who par-
takes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a 
babe. 14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, 
those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both 
good and evil. 6.1 Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary 
principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foun-
dation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 2 of the 
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doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, 
and of eternal judgment. 3 And this we will do if God permits (Heb 
5.12–6.3)

Persuasion: 

I. Seeking the Interest of Others 

A. Very young children typically seek only their own interest. 

1. It does not matter to them, 

2. if you do not have the time or money. 

a) They expect to be served and 

b) do not intend on returning service. 

B. However, the mature consider others. 

1. We fail when we cling to self-interest, 

2. not knowing how to handle the needs of others. 

C. In Philippians 2, Paul taught us to be mature 

1. by looking out for others. 

2. When you find these qualities in others, 

a) you will have found a truly beautiful man or woman of God, 

1 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of 
love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 ful-
fill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one 
accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition 
or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better 
than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own inter-
ests, but also for the interests of others. 5 Let this mind be in you 
which was also in Christ Jesus… (Phi 2.1–5). 

b) Jesus lived the qualities of verses 1–4. 

(1) We call Him our Master, Teacher, and Lord. 

(2) Should not these qualities then picture us? 
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D. Romans 15 again uses Christ as our example in mattes of maturity. 

1. How should we deal with others? 

2. We can answer by remembering how Jesus dealt with people, 

1 We then who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of the weak, 
and not to please ourselves. 2 Let each of us please his neighbor for his 
good, leading to edification. 3 For even Christ did not please Himself; 
but as it is written, “The reproaches of those who reproached You fell on 
Me” (Rom 15.1–3). 

a) By seeking the interest of others first, 

b) you will mature as a man or woman. 

E. Let us be able to say what Paul said to the Ephesian elders, 

33 “I have coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel. 34 Yes, you yourselves 
know that these hands have provided for my necessities, and for those who 
were with me. 35 I have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, that 
you must support the weak. And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, 
that He said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive’” (Acts 20.33–35). 

F. With maturity comes a sense of fulfillment, 

2 “Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ” (Gal 6.2). 

II. Taking Responsibilities 

A. Children expect others to provide everything for them. 

1. They either cannot or 

2. will not provide for themselves. 

B. However, there comes a time when children mature by taking responsibility. 

1. Christians must do the same, because 

2. when we stand before God we will have no other choice, 

12 So then each of us shall give account of himself to God (Rom 14.12). 
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C. Taking responsibility means carrying our own burdens, 

5 For each one shall bear his own load (Gal 6.5). 

1. Do what you can to fill your own needs and 

2. do not expect others to fill all your needs. 

D. Taking responsibility means making decisions. 

E. Taking responsibility means acknowledging wrong. 

F. Taking responsibility means taking part. 

1. Be involved in congregational activities. 

2. I have observed that complainers are often not involved. 

III. Doing What Is Right 

A. Do what is right when no one is looking. 

1. Children know when someone is not looking, or they think no one sees. 

2. How do Christians act when they think they are alone? 

a) While other people may not see, 

b) we know that God sees all, 

3 The eyes of the Lord are in every place, 
 Keeping watch on the evil and the good. 
 (Pro 15.3) 

B. Do what is right when others (especially worldly people) are present. 

2 “You shall not follow a crowd to do evil; nor shall you testify in a dispute 
so as to turn aside after many to pervert justice” (Exo 23.2). 

13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it 
be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled 
underfoot by men. 14 You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a 
hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a bas-
ket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 Let 
your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glo-
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rify your Father in heaven” (Matt 5.13–16). 

C. Do what is right even if other Christians are not doing anything. 

IV. Listening to Both Sides 

A. When one of your children came complaining about his sibling, 

1. what did you do? 

2. Did accept without question what the accuser said? 

a) Did you not want to hear the whole story? 

b) What did you discover when the other spoke? 

B. Why do we fail to do that with adults? 

1. The first side, and the first side alone, fills the news. 

2. Adults hear one side of a controversy and 

a) assume they have heard the whole truth. 

C. Every parent learns quickly to practice Proverbs 18.17. 

1. However, I wish that we could get every adult 

2. to practice this proverb daily, because 

a) I believe it would solve countless problems, 

17 The first one to plead his cause seems right, 
 Until his neighbor comes and examines him. 
 (Pro 18.17) 

b) Verses before that, Solomon wrote, 

13 He who answers a matter before he hears it, 
 It is folly and shame to him. 
 (Pro 18.13) 

c) I do not know if Nicodemus had these passages in mind, 

51 “Does our law judge a man before it hears him and knows what 
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he is doing?” (John 7.51). 

3. Be sure to hear both sides. 

a) Potiphar did not practice this truth in regard to Joseph. 

b) David did not practice it in regard to Mephibosheth and Ziba. 

c) Moses did not practice it in regard to the Eastern tribes (Num 32). 

(1) Yet, Moses wrote sometime around the time of that incident, 

15 “One witness shall not rise against a man concerning any in-
iquity or any sin that he commits; by the mouth of two or three 
witnesses the matter shall be established. 16 If a false witness 
rises against any man to testify against him of wrongdoing, 17 
then both men in the controversy shall stand before the Lord, be-
fore the priests and the judges who serve in those days. 18 And 
the judges shall make careful inquiry, and indeed, if the witness is 
a false witness, who has testified falsely against his brother, 19 
then you shall do to him as he thought to have done to his 
brother; so you shall put away the evil from among you” (Deu 
19.15–19). 

(2) Paul quoted that in the New Testament, 

1 This will be the third time I am coming to you. “By the mouth 
of two or three witnesses every word shall be established” (2Co 
13.1). 

Exhortation: 

•Mature people seek the interest of others. 

•Mature people take responsibility. 

•Mature people do what is right. 

•Mature people listen to both sides. 
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