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Prelude: 

I. In 1651, James Guthrie, a preacher in Stirling, Scotland, 

A. was accused of preaching that Jesus rules the church, 

B. not the Scottish king. 

1. After making an indictment against him, 

2. they sentenced him to hanging. 

II. He showed good cheer on the day of his execution by these things. 

A. First, he worshiped God. 

“On the morning of his execution, June 1, 1661, he rose about four in the 
morning for worship. When asked how he was, Guthrie replied ‘Very well. 
This is the day that the Lord hath made; let us rejoice and be glad in it’” 
(Robert J. Morgan, On This Day in Christian History, February 19). 

B. Second, he told his five-year old son that he was dying for a good cause. 

C. Third, from the scaffold he preached for one hour before his hanging. 

III. I want to have that good cheer 

A. as I face death, 

B. regardless of the form of death I experience. 

1. How about you? 

2. Do you want good cheer in your life? 

IV. Let me show you six reasons why you can be of good cheer. 

Persuasion: 

I. Matthew 14.26–27 – Jesus Is with You 

26 And when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were troubled, 
saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out for fear. 27 But immediately Jesus 
spoke to them, saying, “Be of good cheer! It is I; do not be afraid” (Matt 
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14.26–27). 

II. John 16.33 – Jesus Overcame the World 

33 “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the 
world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the 
world” (John 16.33). 

III. Acts 23.11 – Jesus Runs Your Life 

11 But the following night the Lord stood by him and said, “Be of good cheer, 
Paul; for as you have testified for Me in Jerusalem, so you must also bear wit-
ness at Rome” (Acts 23.11). 

IV. Matthew 9.22 – Jesus Makes You Well 

22 But Jesus turned around, and when He saw her He said, “Be of good cheer, 
daughter; your faith has made you well.” And the woman was made well from 
that hour (Matt 9.22). 

V. Matthew 9.2 – Jesus Forgives You 

2 Then behold, they brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed. When Jesus 
saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, “Son, be of good cheer; your sins are 
forgiven you” (Matt 9.2). 

VI. Mark 10.49 – Jesus Invites You 

49 So Jesus stood still and commanded him to be called. Then they called the 
blind man, saying to him, “Be of good cheer. Rise, He is calling you” (Mark 
10.49). 
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