
The Certainty of Biblical Knowledge 
Luke 1.1–4 

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • June 8, In the year of our Lord, 2014 
Scripture Reader and Reading: Wayne Duncan – Ephesians 3.1–7 

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – “I Know Not Why God’s Wondrous Grace” (291), “I Know 
That My Redeemer Lives” (282) 

Prelude: 

I. We can be certain about natural knowledge, at least to a degree. 

A. It is there. 

B. it is objective. 

C. It is the work of God. 

1. We examine evidence of past, 

2. leading us to predict the future. 

II. We can be certain about criminal knowledge. 

A. A jury considers evidence without having seen the crime. 

B. With certainty, they can condemn or acquit a suspect. 

1. It is there. 

2. it is objective. 

3. It is the work of God. 

III. We can be certain about historical knowledge. 

A. We can read of it from credible witnesses. 

B. We can read the work of researchers. 

1. It is there. 

2. it is objective. 

3. It is the work of God. 

IV. Why do people consider biblical knowledge less certain? 

A. It is the testimony of actual events. 

B. These things happened even as nature, crime, and history happened. 
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1. It is there. 

2. it is objective. 

3. It is the work of God. 

V. Now consider the opening of The Gospel According to Luke, and 

A. you will see that you can be certain on what he wrote, and 

B. we believe you can have this same knowledge for the rest of the Bible. 

Persuasion: 

I. Luke 1.1–2 – Previous Writings 

1 Inasmuch as many have taken in hand to set in order a narrative of those 
things which have been fulfilled among us, 2 just as those who from the be-
ginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word delivered them to us… 
(Luke 1.1–2). 

A. Many had written a narrative of the life and ministry of Jesus, 

1. although the Holy Spirit did not preserve those writings in Scripture. 

a) That does not mean they were not true; 

b) only that He wanted certain information in the Bible. 

(1) What He did give 

(2) consumes our lifetimes! 

2. Luke probably referred at least to the narratives of Matthew and Mark. 

3. Others were preaching Jesus orally and 

a) they were writing also. 

b) Jude shows that this was a habit of first century preachers, 

3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our 
common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you 
to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to 
the saints (Jude 3). 

B. Luke declared to Theophilus those matters that had been fulfilled. 
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1. Jesus is a historical figure. 

a) Acknowledged by even His contemporary enemies and later ones. 

b) The changed life of the apostles shows they followed a real person. 

c) The movement known as Christianity testifies to His existence. 

C. Previous writers were either themselves eyewitnesses, or 

1. had contact with eyewitnesses. 

2. They were people who saw the things Luke recounted. 

a) Listen to Peter as he referenced the transfiguration, 

16 For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made 
known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 17 For He received from God the 
Father honor and glory when such a voice came to Him from the Ex-
cellent Glory: “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 
18 And we heard this voice which came from heaven when we were 
with Him on the holy mountain (2Pe 1.16–18). 

b) Remember First John 1, 

1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which 
we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our 
hands have handled, concerning the Word of life— 2 the life was 
manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you 
that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to 
us— 3 that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that 
you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with 
the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ (1Jo 1.1–3). 

c) Those then living 

(1) either saw for themselves or 

(2) had contact with those who saw these things. 

d) How then can skeptics living centuries later deny the records? 

D. Other writers were either themselves ministers of the word, or 
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1. had contact with ministers of the word. 

2. Luke interviewed or studied those who were not distant observers. 

a) They were involved, being servants. 

(1) They served Christ. 

(2) They served the message by proclaiming it. 

b) Luke examined close associates of the things that he reported. 

II. Luke 1.3 – The Writing of Luke 

3 …it seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things 
from the very first, to write to you an orderly account, most excellent The-
ophilus… (Luke 1.3). 

A. It was also good for Luke to write. 

1. Luke saw no need for competition, but 

2. the nature of the message necessitates as many messengers as possible. 

a) When anyone narrates the life of Jesus it is good. 

b) I wish every person on the planet did this. 

B. Does this negate the role of the Holy Spirit in inspiring Luke? 

1. The Holy Spirit did not make robots of writers. 

2. He worked with the writers, 

a) insuring that they wrote accurately, 

b) that is why you can detect the personalities of the writers. 

(1) It is like the same person blowing through 

(2) a trumpet then a saxophone. 

(a) The musician controls the instrument, but 

(b) the instrument retains it peculiar sound. 

C. Luke’s investigation shows 

1. that there was something to investigate and 
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2. that the Holy Spirit expected Luke (and us) to search into these matters. 

a) Luke traced the course of all things accurately, 

b) which does not surprise us for a physician. 

D. Luke wrote an orderly account. 

1. God chose writing to preserve His revelation. 

a) It is convenient for the learner, 

(1) not having to hunt down the teacher every time. 

b) It gives us the ability 

(1) to reexamine and 

(2) to go over the material repeatedly. 

2. An orderly account 

a) does not necessarily chronological, but 

b) orderly—meaning topically. 

III. Luke 1.4 – The Certainty of Biblical Knowledge 

4 …that you may know the certainty of those things in which you were in-
structed (Luke 1.4). 

A. Knowing the certainty of biblical knowledge 

1. It is possible to know the truth, 

a) even as Jesus affirmed, 

31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in 
My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John 8.31–32). 

(1) If we exercise ourselves through knowledge and obedience, 

(2) we can know the truth. 

b) Jesus implied God’s ability 
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(1) to make it understandable, 

(2) to preserve it for us, and 

(3) our ability to understand it. 

(a) We discover the truth of His declaration by doing it. 

(b) Try it and see whether Jesus spoke the truth. 

2. Again the Bible says, 

12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who 
is from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given 
to us by God (1Co 2.12). 

a) Without knowing the Scriptures 

b) we cannot enjoy the spiritual blessings of God. 

(1) What the Spirit revealed we can understand, 

(2) hence enjoy, 

3 …how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery 
(as I have briefly written already, 4 by which, when you read, you 
may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), 5 which 
in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has 
now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and proph-
ets: 6 that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same body, 
and partakers of His promise in Christ through the gospel… (Eph 
3.3–6). 

c) Thus, Luke told Theophilus 

(1) that we can read this narrative and 

(2) gain the certainty of it, because 

(a) it harmonizes with history, and 

(b) it harmonizes with prophecy. 

3. Knowing the certainty of biblical knowledge is not arrogance, but 

a) trust in God’s ability to reveal truth intelligibly. 
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(1) If He could create all things, 

(2) He could see to it that the truth be preserved. 

(a) This is how I can deny the claims of people 

(b) who say the church has changed the Bible over the centuries. 

b) To say “I know…” is not inherently arrogant, but 

(1) it is a claim that one has discovered 

(2) what God revealed. 

c) Is “I know…” in nature arrogance? 

(1) No, we want scientific certainty. 

(2) It indicates one has investigated. 

B. The blessings of knowing the certainty of biblical knowledge are these: 

1. Discipleship and freedom (John 8.31–32). 

2. Enjoyment of blessings (1Co 2.12). 

3. Understanding of blessings in Christ (Eph 3.3–6). 

4. Relationship with God, 

3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His command-
ments (1Jo 2.3). 
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