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Purpose: To show the sinfulness of using God’s name in vain, and to teach proper respect for Him  

Why Does God Forbid Us to Take His Name in Vain?  
Our generation uses the name of God in vain daily. Shall God hold our generation guiltless?  

Exodus 20.7  
Inspiration for this sermon:  

Why It’s Wrong to Take God’s Name in Vain by Philip Graham Ryken  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • January 31, In the year of our Lord, 2016  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – “Take the Name of Jesus with You” (611) 

Prelude:  

I. Do you like your name?  

A. Even if you do not,  

B. what do you think when others use it in a bad way?  

1. What if they used it  

a) as a curse word?  

b) as a cuss word?  

2. What they say of your name  

3. shows what they think of you.  

II. One of the first things parents do when expecting a child  

A. is to name their child.  

B. Among the things they will do:  

1. They will make a list.  

2. They will read baby name books.  

3. They get suggestions from others, some solicited, some not!  

C. Then they  

1. sound out name combinations,  

2. think of how others will nickname their child, and  

3. check to see if the initials spell anything.  

III. In our family  

A. poor Melissa almost came home without a name.  
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B. Kerri had always wanted to name a boy,  

1. if we had one,  

2. Adam Donald.  

a) Our grandson Orie got the Donald, and  

b) as with their other children they kept Adam’s name secret.  

(1) When they announced number four’s name,  

(2) the tears flowed from Kerri’s eyes.  

IV. When God created Adam,  

A. what was the first thing God had Adam do?  

1. Genesis 2 says,  
 
20 So Adam gave names to all cattle, to the birds of the air, and to every 
beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper comparable 
to him (Gen 2.20).  

2. Why did God have Adam name all the animals?  

B. Later, Adam named the gender and personal name of his wife,  

1. calling her “woman,” because she was taken out of “man,” and  

2. calling her “Eve,” because she was the mother of all living.  

V. Then there is God Himself.  

A. No one named Him.  

1. For us to know His name,  

2. He had to reveal it to us.  

B. How could we have named Him?  

1. We did not know Him.  

2. We did not know His nature.  

Persuasion:  
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I. Exodus 3.14–15 – The Name of God  
 
14 And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He said, “Thus you shall 
say to the children of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” 15 Moreover God said 
to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: ‘The Lord God of your 
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent 
me to you. This is My name forever, and this is My memorial to all 
generations’” (Exo 3.14–15).  

A. That forms the basis for “Yahweh,” or “Jehovah,” showing  

1. His self-existence,  

2. His self-sufficiency,  

3. His supreme authority,  

4. His completeness in Himself,  

5. His eternity, and so on.  

B. Naming in the Bible means something.  

1. Often it identified that person.  

2. Our last name commonly identifies our family.  

3. Consider these examples from the Bible,  

a) Genesis 5.29 says that Lamech named his son Noah,  

(1) which means “rest,” because  

(2) in Noah man would find comfort from the curse of the ground.  

b) Second Samuel 12.24 says David named his son Solomon,  

(1) which means, “peaceful,” but  

(2) God named him Jedidiah, meaning, “Beloved of the Lord,” (v.25).  

C. This shows that in the beginning the giving of a name had spiritual meanings.  

D. Here is my point:  

1. The name of God has special meaning.  

2. Which means something special for us.  
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a) If we misuse His name,  

b) we hurt ourselves.  

II. Do Not Misuse God’s Name  

A. In the Book of Exodus,  

1. the same Bible Book where God revealed His name,  

2. He also gave a prohibition against misusing His name.  

B. In the third of the Ten Commandments, the Lord God said,  
 
7 “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord 
will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain” (Exo 20.7).  

1. Another way of reading this goes in this manner,  

2. “You shall not lift up the name of the Lord your God for nothingness.”  

C. This had several applications.  

1. The use of His name in a technical or legal way.  

a) We might swear in court by  

b) placing our hand on a Bible or  

(1) holding up our right hand.  

(2) The Israelites would lift up God’s name by swearing by His name.  

2. The use of His name in worship lifts up His name.  

3. Using His name in conversations, prayers, et al., lifts up His name.  

D. The commandment did not mean never to use God’s name.  

1. However, rather than doing something wrong with it,  

2. the Jews just did not say it.  

a) We know that God intended for man to know His name and to say it.  

b) Why? Because you will find it over 7,000 times in the Bible!  

(1) Remember that you can find His name by noticing  
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(a) LORD or GOD in small caps.  

(b) The translators have kept the tradition of the Jews.  

(2) Yes, He is God.  

(3) Yes, He is the Lord.  

(a) However, we also know Him by name.  

(b) That shows how personal God is with us.  

E. Christians cannot and should not want to use God’s name in vain.  

1. Christians know who God is, and  

2. they would never want to insult Him.  

a) We believe that He matters.  

b) We believe that He exists.  

(1) We exist because He exists.  

(2) We matter because He matters.  

III. The Sin of Misusing God’s Name  

A. What would someone be saying about you,  

1. if they used your name flippantly?  

2. or as a curse word, or as a cuss word?  

B. Irreverent use of the name of God  

1. shows contempt for Him,  

2. shows that He means nothing to us,  

3. shows that He is no one special,  

4. shows that we do not know Him.  

C. Listen again to the third commandment of the Ten Commandments,  
 
7 “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord 
will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain” (Exo 20.7).  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1. What does that mean?  

2. It emphasizes the magnitude of the consequences by understating them.  

a) By saying less,  

b) you imply more.  

(1) When you were young and your parent said to you,  

(2) “I wouldn’t do that if I were you,”  

(a) he or she implied that the consequences were so bad,  

(b) that you do not want to know what they were.  

D. As I will show you shortly,  

1. the name of God is our salvation.  

2. Therefore, when we attack His very person  

a) by using His name in vain,  

b) we put our salvation in jeopardy.  

E. Leviticus 24 shows the brutal consequences  

1. of a man who blasphemed the Name,  
 
10 Now the son of an Israelite woman, whose father was an Egyptian, 
went out among the children of Israel; and this Israelite woman’s son and 
a man of Israel fought each other in the camp. 11 And the Israelite 
woman’s son blasphemed the name of the Lord and cursed; and so they 
brought him to Moses. (His mother’s name was Shelomith the daughter 
of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan.) 12 Then they put him in custody, that the 
mind of the Lord might be shown to them. 13 And the Lord spoke to 
Moses, saying, 14 “Take outside the camp him who has cursed; then let 
all who heard him lay their hands on his head, and let all the congrega-
tion stone him. 15 Then you shall speak to the children of Israel, saying: 
‘Whoever curses his God shall bear his sin. 16 And whoever blasphemes 
the name of the Lord shall surely be put to death. All the congregation 
shall certainly stone him, the stranger as well as him who is born in the 
land. When he blasphemes the name of the Lord, he shall be put to 
death’” (Lev 24.10–16).  

2. Someone says, “I am glad that we do not live under the Law of Moses,”  
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a) thinking that we get off easier, or  

b) that we do not suffer punishment for using the Lord’s name in vain.  

(1) Hebrews 10 shows  

(2) that we actually have a more harsh punishment,  
 
28 Anyone who has rejected Moses’ law dies without mercy on 
the testimony of two or three witnesses. 29 Of how much worse 
punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has 
trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the 
covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insult-
ed the Spirit of grace? (Heb 10.28–29).  

F. That passage brings up someone else’s name.  

1. A name that the world uses in vain all the time.  

2. Let it not be said that Christians ever use this precious name in vain.  

Exhortation:  

I. Let us reverence the name of Jesus the Christ.  

A. “Jesus” means Savior.  

B. “Christ” means Anointed One or Chosen One.  

II. The carpenter turned preacher from Nazareth,  

A. God anointed with the Holy Spirit,  

B. showing that He chose Jesus  

1. as the Savior of the world.  

2. That means He is your Savior.  

III. From what must you be saved?  

A. Go back to Hebrews 10, and  

B. observe what the writer said  

1. previous to his implication about a worse punishment  
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2. for those who sin against Jesus and the Spirit,  
 
26 For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the 
truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a certain fearful 
expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour the ad-
versaries (Heb 10.26–27).  

a) After God through Jesus saved us, and  

b) after we have learned of our sin,  

(1) for us to continue in sin,  

(2) takes us to the Judgment and fiery indignation.  

C. Do I need to say more?  

IV. Jesus is the only name that will save you.  

A. Acts 4 records Peter speaking to the Jewish council,  
 
12 “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4.12).  

B. Be saved by that name today! 


