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Purpose: To show that we often do not go for all of God  

$3.00 Worth of God  
How much of God would you like to have?  

Acts 8.18–20  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • April 17, In the year of our Lord, 2016  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Kevin Michael – Songs that magnify God  

Prelude:  

I. My fellow-laborers in the Gospel, Nathan and Dara  

A. did not believe that I would do it.  

B. When we entered the Christian bookstore in downtown Grants Pass,  

1. they got away from me quickly, but  

2. they remained within earshot or at least Nathan did.  

C. I walked up to the counter where two ladies were ready to help me.  

1. I leaned on the counter and requested,  
 
“I would like to buy $3.00 worth of God…”  

2. pausing just long enough to see if they thought I was a kook,  

a) which they did;  

b) I continued,  
 
“By Wilbur E. Rees.”  

(1) They did not understand.  

(2) I explained that $3.00 Worth of God is a book by Wilbur E. Rees.  

c) So they checked their computer database,  

(1) perhaps only to humor me, and  

(2) they could not find such a title,  

(3) supporting their suspicions that I was a clown.  

II. Several writers in a magazine referenced this work,  

A. so did brother Cory Collins  
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1. in the December 2002 issue of the Gospel Advocate (pp. 34, 35),  

2. in his article, “Keeping God at Arm’s Length.”  

B. I contacted him to see if he could help me locate the book.  

1. He had only heard of it from others, but  

2. he did give me some help on how to find it on the Internet.  

a) In time I contacted Mr. Rees but his book is out of print,  

b) although he had a few copies and he sold one to me.  

C. The book arrived and  

1. I took it to the bookstore and showed it to the ladies.  

2. They were still skeptical,  

a) asking if was a joke book,  

b) so I let them look.  

(1) It is a book of meditations, and  

(2) the first one is the title and tone of the book.  

III.Do you think that it is strange to buy God?  

A. What do you think of buying only $3.00 worth of God?  

B. If $3.00 is not enough, how much is?  

IV. First, Mr. Rees quoted Acts 8.18–20.  

A. The apostles in Jerusalem heard  

1. that Samaria had received the word of God  

2. through the preaching of Philip.  

B. Therefore, they sent Peter and John to Samaria  

1. that they might pray for the Samaritans and  

2. lay their hands on the Samaritans  

a) that they might receive The Holy Spirit, but  

b) a man who used to be a sorcerer,  
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(1) saw the apostles give people The Holy Spirit, and  

(2) Simon wanted to do what the apostles could do,  
 
18 And when Simon saw that through the laying on of the apos-
tles’ hands the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them money, 19 
saying, “Give me this power also, that anyone on whom I lay 
hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” 20 But Peter said to him, 
“Your money perish with you, because you thought that the gift 
of God could be purchased with money!” (Acts 8.18–20).  

V. Then Mr. Rees made this application,  
 
“I would like to buy $3 worth of God, please, not enough to explode my soul 
or disturb my sleep, but just enough to equal a cup of warm milk or a snooze 
in the sunshine. I don’t want enough of Him to make me love a black man or 
pick beets with a migrant. I want ecstasy, not transformation; I want the 
warmth of the womb, not a new birth. I want a pound of the Eternal in a pa-
per sack. I would like to buy $3 worth of God, please.”  

Persuasion:  

I. $3.00 Worth of God  

A. “I would like to buy $3 worth of God, please, not enough to explode my 
soul or disturb my sleep, but just enough to equal a cup of warm milk or a 
snooze in the sunshine.”  

1. Give me enough of God to make me feel comfortable.  

2. Give me enough of God to give me the warm fuzzies.  

3. Give me enough of God to control,  

a) not that I must submit to His control.  

b) That is going too far!  

B. “I don’t want enough of Him to make me love a black man or pick beets 
with a migrant.”  

1. Do not give me enough of God that I accept people the way He does.  

2. If you give me too much of Him,  
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a) I will have to change the way I treat people.  

C. “I want ecstasy, not transformation; I want the warmth of the womb, not a 
new birth.”  

1. I want the rush of excitement that comes from knowing about God,  

2. not the pain that comes from changing my person from knowing God.  

D. “I want a pound of the Eternal in a paper sack.”  

1. Give me enough of God’s religion  

a) that I can hold it cheaply in a flimsy container.  

2. I want to experience the Eternal, but  

a) I do not want to get too wild about it.  

b) That sounds fanatical, even cultish.  

E. “I would like to buy $3 worth of God, please.”  

1. Yes, just enough of God  

a) that I experience all His wonders, but  

b) not enough of Him  

(1) that I may see Him for all that He is.  

(2) Give me the pretty side,  

(a) not the demanding side.  

2. Give me enough of God  

a) that I may control Him,  

b) not that He may control me.  

II. Wait: Perhaps $3.00 is not right for 2016  

A. The edition of Mr. Rees’s book that I bought is 1971!  

B. Perhaps now the price should be $30.00.  

1. Whoa!  

2. That sounds too much like 30 pieces of silver,  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14 Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 
15 and said, “What are you willing to give me if I deliver Him to you?” 
And they counted out to him thirty pieces of silver (Matt 26.14–15).  

3. The chief priests and Judas thought Jesus was only worth $3.00!  

III. Why do we only want $3.00 worth of God?  

A. As Solomon confessed in First Kings 8,  

1. there is more to God than $3.00 worth,  
 
27 “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the 
heaven of heavens cannot contain You. How much less this temple which 
I have built!” (1Ki 8.27).  

2. I would give more than $3.00  

a) to breathe the air  

b) that fills our part of the heavens!  

3. Is not God worth more?  

B. The God of whom announcements of His holiness shake heaven,  

1. you only want $3.00 worth of Him?  
 
1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, 
high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the temple. 2 Above it 
stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he covered his face, 
with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one cried to 
another and said:  
 
“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;  
The whole earth is full of His glory!”  
 
4 And the posts of the door were shaken by the voice of him who cried 
out, and the house was filled with smoke (Isa 6.1–4).  

a) Would we not give more than $3.00  

b) to see a movie of this?  
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2. What would you give to experience it?  

a) Would you give only $3.00?  

b) What is God worth to you?  

C. The God before whom Daniel  

1. could not stand or  

2. even be on all fours,  

a) do we only want a certain dollar amount of Him?  
 
8 Therefore I was left alone when I saw this great vision, and no 
strength remained in me; for my vigor was turned to frailty in me, 
and I retained no strength. 9 Yet I heard the sound of his words; and 
while I heard the sound of his words I was in a deep sleep on my 
face, with my face to the ground. 10 Suddenly, a hand touched me, 
which made me tremble on my knees and on the palms of my hands. 
11 And he said to me, “O Daniel, man greatly beloved, understand 
the words that I speak to you, and stand upright, for I have now been 
sent to you.” While he was speaking this word to me, I stood trem-
bling…  
 
15 When he had spoken such words to me, I turned my face toward 
the ground and became speechless. 16 And suddenly, one having the 
likeness of the sons of men touched my lips; then I opened my mouth 
and spoke, saying to him who stood before me, “My lord, because of 
the vision my sorrows have overwhelmed me, and I have retained no 
strength. 17 For how can this servant of my lord talk with you, my 
lord? As for me, no strength remains in me now, nor is any breath left 
in me.” 18 Then again, the one having the likeness of a man touched 
me and strengthened me. 19 And he said, “O man greatly beloved, 
fear not! Peace be to you; be strong, yes, be strong!” So when he 
spoke to me I was strengthened, and said, “Let my lord speak, for you 
have strengthened me” (Dan 10.5–19).  

b) Do we say that is only worth $3.00?  

D. The God whose eyes are a flame of fire and  

1. who holds the stars in His hand,  
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2. you only want a few bucks worth of Him?  
 
12 Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned 
I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the seven lamp-
stands One like the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the 
feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. 14 His head and 
hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame of 
fire; 15 His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His 
voice as the sound of many waters; 16 He had in His right hand seven 
stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and His counte-
nance was like the sun shining in its strength. 17 And when I saw Him, I 
fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on me, saying to me, 
“Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last” (Rev 1.12–17).  

3. The God who can touch you  

a) with the same hand with which He holds stars,  

b) let’s buy Him for $3.00!  

IV. What would you give for…  

A. Your nation?  

B. Your family?  

1. Would you not give your life?  

a) Is God worth less than our nation?  

b) Is He not as valuable as our families?  

2. Why then do we hold back our devotion and obedience to Him?  

Exhortation:  

I. My fellow-workers, the Houses,  

A. should have been embarrassed by my question  

B. of buying $3.00 worth of God.  

1. The ladies at the book store were right  

2. to think that I was odd for asking to buy $3.00 worth of God.  

II. We cannot buy God.  
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A. He is not for sale.  

1. If He was for sale,  

2. we could not buy Him for $3.00 or for $3 Trillion!  

a) We acknowledge this intellectually, yet,  

b) the truth of Mr. Rees’s thoughts are  

(1) that we want to buy only some of God.  

(2) We do not want Him fully  

(a) for what and  

(b) for who He is.  

B. If we could buy Him,  

1. shall we only get $3.00 worth,  

2. especially when He tells us that we may have His fullness.  

C. Why do I cheat myself by giving Him  

1. less than all my heart,  

2. less than all my soul,  

3. less than all my mind, and  

4. less than all my strength?  

D. What if He did what we do?  

1. What if He only gave us $3.00 worth of life?  

2. What if He only gave us $3.00 worth of Jesus Christ?  

a) He promises to give as we have given,  

b) using the same measure,  
 
38 “Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For 
with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you” 
(Luke 6.38).  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(1) So, if I give Him $3.00 worth of my life,  

(2) He shall give me $3.00 worth in return.  

III. Listen to what God offers,  
 
16 And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace (John 1.16).  
 
19 …to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be 
filled with all the fullness of God (Eph 3.19).  

A. What would you think,  

B. if I went to your home, and  

1. after reading these passages,  

2. I prayed that you may be filled with $3.00 worth of God?  

C. How much of God do you want?  

1. How much are you willing to pay?  

2. I am do not speak of money!  

IV. Do you know how to have all of God?  

A. God has offered all of Himself  

B. by offering all of His Son.  

1. For that to take effect,  

2. you must commit to giving all of yourself to Him.  

a) Therefore, a burial has to take place,  

b) showing that you are dead to yourself. 


