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An Understanding Heart for Judging  
If God asked you what you wanted, what would you say?  

First Kings 3  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • July 20, In the year of our Lord, 2016  

Persuasion:  

I. First Kings 3.1–4 – The Days of Solomon  
 
1 Now Solomon made a treaty with Pharaoh king of Egypt, and married 
Pharaoh’s daughter; then he brought her to the City of David until he had fin-
ished building his own house, and the house of the LORD, and the wall all 
around Jerusalem. 2 Meanwhile the people sacrificed at the high places, be-
cause there was no house built for the name of the LORD until those days. 3 
And Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of his father David, ex-
cept that he sacrificed and burned incense at the high places. 4 Now the king 
went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place: Solomon 
offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar.  

A. 3.1a – Solomon and Pharaoh  

1. Of all of Solomon’s wives, this one gets special attention,  

2. unless this is the Shulamite of the Song of Solomon.  

a) How significant that Israel had once been slaves to the Egyptians,  

b) then hundreds of years later  

(1) an Israelite king marries an Egyptian, and  

(2) makes a treaty with the Egyptians.  

(a) Things can change.  

(b) Sometimes change happens slowly, sometimes rapidly.  

B. 3.1b – Building Projects  

1. What were Solomon’s three building projects listed here?  

a) He built his own house.  

b) He built the house of the Lord.  

c) He built the wall around Jerusalem.  
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2. Why were these three projects mentioned but others excluded?  

a) He wanted these three done  

b) before bringing Pharaoh’s daughter to Jerusalem.  

(1) Why?  

(2) Did he want it to be a special prize to her?  

(3) Did he think it unworthy for her until it was completed because of 
the splendor she had around her in Egypt?  

C. 3.2 – The Sacrifices of the People  

1. It sounds as though the people sacrificed at more places than just the 
tabernacle.  

2. Why is that?  

a) Did the “high places” seem closer to heaven?  

b) How does it affect you to be on top of a mountain?  

D. 3.3–4 – Solomon’s Love for the Lord  

1. How did Solomon show his love for the Lord?  

a) He walked in the statutes of his father David.  

(1) Why was that important?  

(2) Have you consider what the Book of Proverbs say about parents?  

(a) Pro 1.8  

(b) Pro 4.1  

(c) Pro 6.20  

(d) Pro 13.1  

(e) Pro 15.5  

(f) Pro 23.22  

b) He offered a thousand burnt offerings.  

2. Solomon made these burnt offerings at the high place, but he would also 
build the temple.  
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II. First Kings 3.5 – The Lord’s Question for Solomon  
 
5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God 
said, “Ask! What shall I give you?”  

A. What would you say to God, if He asked you that question?  

B. Jesus asked a man a similar question – Mark 10.46–51  

C. Do you think the Lord says the same to us then?  

1. What has He told us about prayer?  

2. Have you answered His question?  

III. First Kings 3.6–9 – An Understanding Heart for Judging  
 
6 And Solomon said: “You have shown great mercy to Your servant David my 
father, because he walked before You in truth, in righteousness, and in up-
rightness of heart with You; You have continued this great kindness for him, 
and You have given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. 7 Now, O 
LORD my God, You have made Your servant king instead of my father David, 
but I am a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And Your 
servant is in the midst of Your people whom You have chosen, a great people, 
too numerous to be numbered or counted. 9 Therefore give to Your servant an 
understanding heart to judge Your people, that I may discern between good 
and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?”  

A. Why do you think that Solomon did not just say what he wanted?  

1. Why say these other things first?  

2. He wanted to show the Lord that he recognize his need for something.  

B. Why did he preface his request with his words about David?  

C. Did Solomon believe he was equipped for the job of running a kingdom?  

D. In the words of verse 9, for what did Solomon ask?  

1. He asked for an understanding heart to judge God’s people,  

2. that he might discern between good and evil.  

E. Then he asked the Lord a question.  
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1. What was the question?  

2. Who is able to judge or lead any nation with the huge numbers that na-
tions have today?  

IV. First Kings 3.10–14 – God Gave and God Gave, and Gave Some More  
 
10 The speech pleased the LORD, that Solomon had asked this thing. 11 Then 
God said to him: “Because you have asked this thing, and have not asked long 
life for yourself, nor have asked riches for yourself, nor have asked the life of 
your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern justice, 12 
behold, I have done according to your words; see, I have given you a wise and 
understanding heart, so that there has not been anyone like you before you, 
nor shall any like you arise after you. 13 And I have also given you what you 
have not asked: both riches and honor, so that there shall not be anyone like 
you among the kings all your days. 14 So if you walk in My ways, to keep My 
statutes and My commandments, as your father David walked, then I will 
lengthen your days.”  

A. What first impressed God?  

1. That Solomon asked for an understanding heart to judge.  

2. Then that Solomon did not ask for:  

a) Long life  

b) Riches  

c) The life of his enemies  

B. The Lord promised to give Solomon that for which he asked.  

1. To what extent would the Lord give it?  

a) No one before Solomon and  

b) no one after him  

(1) would have the degree of wisdom  

(2) that the Lord would give him.  

2. However, the Lord decided to give Solomon even more:  

a) Riches  
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b) Honor  

c) Long life, if he lived as his father David had, following the Lord  

V. First Samuel 3.15 – Worship God for His Gifts  
 
15 Then Solomon awoke; and indeed it had been a dream. And he came to 
Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the covenant of the LORD, offered up 
burnt offerings, offered peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants.  

A. What a dream!  

1. I have had some weird dreams, and  

2. nothing of that caliber.  

B. Why did Solomon do all these things that this verse mentions?  

1. Why did he do these things before the ark of the covenant of the Lord?  

2. He wanted to show his gratitude and love for the Lord.  

VI. First Samuel 3.16–28 – The Ability to Judge  
 
16 Now two women who were harlots came to the king, and stood before 
him. 17 And one woman said, “O my lord, this woman and I dwell in the same 
house; and I gave birth while she was in the house. 18 Then it happened, the 
third day after I had given birth, that this woman also gave birth. And we were 
together; no one was with us in the house, except the two of us in the house. 
19 And this woman’s son died in the night, because she lay on him. 20 So she 
arose in the middle of the night and took my son from my side, while your 
maidservant slept, and laid him in her bosom, and laid her dead child in my 
bosom. 21 And when I rose in the morning to nurse my son, there he was, 
dead. But when I had examined him in the morning, indeed, he was not my 
son whom I had borne.” 22 Then the other woman said, “No! But the living 
one is my son, and the dead one is your son.” And the first woman said, “No! 
But the dead one is your son, and the living one is my son.” Thus they spoke 
before the king. 23 And the king said, “The one says, “This is my son, who 
lives, and your son is the dead one’; and the other says, ‘No! But your son is 
the dead one, and my son is the living one.’|” 24 Then the king said, “Bring 
me a sword.” So they brought a sword before the king. 25 And the king said, 
“Divide the living child in two, and give half to one, and half to the other.” 26 
Then the woman whose son was living spoke to the king, for she yearned with 
compassion for her son; and she said, “O my lord, give her the living child, 
and by no means kill him!” But the other said, “Let him be neither mine nor 
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yours, but divide him.” 27 So the king answered and said, “Give the first 
woman the living child, and by no means kill him; she is his mother.” 28 And 
all Israel heard of the judgment which the king had rendered; and they feared 
the king, for they saw that the wisdom of God was in him to administer jus-
tice.  

A. How was it that Solomon could make such a judgment?  

B. Yes, the Lord had given him wisdom, but what did Solomon exhibit in this 
case?  

C. What qualities did his judgment have that led him to offer this solution?  

1. He was removed from the situation.  

2. He neither gained nor lost anything which ever way the case turned out.  

3. He knew the quality of a true mother, even of a harlot. 


