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Solomon Executes Troublemakers  
First Kings 2.13–46  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • July 6, In the year of our Lord, 2016  

I. First Kings 2.13–25 – The Execution of Adonijah  
 
13 Now Adonijah the son of Haggith came to Bathsheba the mother of 
Solomon. So she said, “Do you come peaceably?” And he said, “Peaceably.” 
14 Moreover he said, “I have something to say to you.” And she said, “Say it.” 
15 Then he said, “You know that the kingdom was mine, and all Israel had set 
their expectations on me, that I should reign. However, the kingdom has been 
turned over, and has become my brother’s; for it was his from the LORD. 16 
Now I ask one petition of you; do not deny me.” And she said to him, “Say it.” 
17 Then he said, “Please speak to King Solomon, for he will not refuse you, 
that he may give me Abishag the Shunammite as wife.” 18 So Bathsheba said, 
“Very well, I will speak for you to the king.” 19 Bathsheba therefore went to 
King Solomon, to speak to him for Adonijah. And the king rose up to meet her 
and bowed down to her, and sat down on his throne and had a throne set for 
the king’s mother; so she sat at his right hand. 20 Then she said, “I desire one 
small petition of you; do not refuse me.” And the king said to her, “Ask it, my 
mother, for I will not refuse you.” 21 So she said, “Let Abishag the Shunam-
mite be given to Adonijah your brother as wife.” 22 And King Solomon an-
swered and said to his mother, “Now why do you ask Abishag the Shunammite 
for Adonijah? Ask for him the kingdom also—for he is my older brother—for 
him, and for Abiathar the priest, and for Joab the son of Zeruiah.” 23 Then 
King Solomon swore by the LORD, saying, “May God do so to me, and more 
also, if Adonijah has not spoken this word against his own life! 24 Now there-
fore, as the LORD lives, who has confirmed me and set me on the throne of 
David my father, and who has established a house for me, as He promised, 
Adonijah shall be put to death today!” 25 So King Solomon sent by the hand of 
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; and he struck him down, and he died.  

A. What do you think of Adonijah’s words in verse 15?  

1. Was he manipulating Bathsheba?  

2. He appeared to be humble.  

3. He appeared to accept the reign of Solomon.  

B. Having said those things, he made a request.  

1. However, the request was for Solomon.  
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2. Why did he go to Bathsheba instead?  

a) He knew or believed that Solomon would not reject his mother.  

b) This is another sign of his manipulation of Bathsheba and Solomon.  

C. Verse 19 shows how Solomon thought of his mother.  

1. He rose up and met her.  

2. He bowed down to her.  

3. He had a throne set for her.  

D. Why do you think Solomon reacted strongly in verse 22?  

1. He classed Adonijah with Abiathar and Joab.  

2. These men conspired against David, hence  

a) against Solomon and his mother.  

b) Adonijah knew that if he succeeded at becoming king,  

(1) that would mean the death of Solomon and Bathsheba.  

(2) How then could he ask for anything, especially Abishag?  

(a) How should Adonijah have conducted himself?  

(b) Should he not have humbled himself?  

E. Solomon then ordered the execution of Adonijah.  

1. Adonijah demonstrated that he still had a covetous heart,  

2. seeking things for himself that were not his.  

II. First Kings 2.26–27 – The Rejection of Abiathar  
 
26 And to Abiathar the priest the king said, “Go to Anathoth, to your own 
fields, for you are deserving of death; but I will not put you to death at this 
time, because you carried the ark of the Lord GOD before my father David, 
and because you were afflicted every time my father was afflicted.” 27 So 
Solomon removed Abiathar from being priest to the LORD, that he might ful-
fill the word of the LORD which He spoke concerning the house of Eli at 
Shiloh.  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A. Anathoh was just North of Jerusalem.  

1. It was also the home of Jeremiah.  

B. Why was Abiathar deserving of death?  

1. He had participated in the rebellion of Adonijah.  

2. He turned his back on David.  

C. Yet, what did Abiathar have in his favor?  

1. He carried the Ark before David.  

2. He suffered when David suffered.  

D. Why does a man,  

1. who so willingly suffered with someone like David,  

a) then turn his back on his former loyalty and  

b) support another?  

2. He saw the old age of David and  

a) knew that his days were numbered, and  

b) wanted to be in good with the new regime.  

E. What did the removal of Abiathar also fulfill?  

1. That the house of Eli would serve as high priests for a limited time.  

2. See First Samuel 2.27–36.  

III. First Kings 2.28–35 – The Execution of Joab  
 
28 Then news came to Joab, for Joab had defected to Adonijah, though he had 
not defected to Absalom. So Joab fled to the tabernacle of the LORD, and took 
hold of the horns of the altar. 29 And King Solomon was told, “Joab has fled to 
the tabernacle of the LORD; there he is, by the altar.” Then Solomon sent Be-
naiah the son of Jehoiada, saying, “Go, strike him down.” 30 So Benaiah went 
to the tabernacle of the LORD, and said to him, “Thus says the king, ‘Come 
out!’ ” And he said, “No, but I will die here.” And Benaiah brought back word 
to the king, saying, “Thus said Joab, and thus he answered me.” 31 Then the 
king said to him, “Do as he has said, and strike him down and bury him, that 
you may take away from me and from the house of my father the innocent 
blood which Joab shed. 32 So the LORD will return his blood on his head, be-
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cause he struck down two men more righteous and better than he, and killed 
them with the sword—Abner the son of Ner, the commander of the army of 
Israel, and Amasa the son of Jether, the commander of the army of Judah—
though my father David did not know it. 33 Their blood shall therefore return 
upon the head of Joab and upon the head of his descendants forever. But upon 
David and his descendants, upon his house and his throne, there shall be 
peace forever from the LORD.” 34 So Benaiah the son of Jehoiada went up 
and struck and killed him; and he was buried in his own house in the wilder-
ness. 35 The king put Benaiah the son of Jehoiada in his place over the army, 
and the king put Zadok the priest in the place of Abiathar.  

A. Why did Joab join Adonijah, but not Absalom?  

B. Why did Joab go into the tabernacle and hang onto the horns of the altar?  

1. Did he believe he would be executed there?  

2. Why do you think Benaiah hesitated to execute Joab there?  

C. Joab would reap as he had sow.  

1. Eventually justice catches up with the wicked and criminals.  

2. Joab had time to repent, but  

a) his joining with Adonijah showed his impenitence.  

b) How could Joab turn against David?  

IV. First Kings 2.36–46 – The Execution of Shimei  
 
36 Then the king sent and called for Shimei, and said to him, “Build yourself a 
house in Jerusalem and dwell there, and do not go out from there anywhere. 
37 For it shall be, on the day you go out and cross the Brook Kidron, know for 
certain you shall surely die; your blood shall be on your own head.” 38 And 
Shimei said to the king, “The saying is good. As my lord the king has said, so 
your servant will do.” So Shimei dwelt in Jerusalem many days. 39 Now it 
happened at the end of three years, that two slaves of Shimei ran away to 
Achish the son of Maachah, king of Gath. And they told Shimei, saying, “Look, 
your slaves are in Gath!” 40 So Shimei arose, saddled his donkey, and went to 
Achish at Gath to seek his slaves. And Shimei went and brought his slaves from 
Gath. 41 And Solomon was told that Shimei had gone from Jerusalem to Gath 
and had come back. 42 Then the king sent and called for Shimei, and said to 
him, “Did I not make you swear by the LORD, and warn you, saying, ‘Know 
for certain that on the day you go out and travel anywhere, you shall surely 
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die’? And you said to me, ‘The word I have heard is good.’ 43 Why then have 
you not kept the oath of the LORD and the commandment that I gave you?” 
44 The king said moreover to Shimei, “You know, as your heart acknowledges, 
all the wickedness that you did to my father David; therefore the LORD will 
return your wickedness on your own head. 45 But King Solomon shall be 
blessed, and the throne of David shall be established before the LORD 
forever.” 46 So the king commanded Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; and he went 
out and struck him down, and he died. Thus the kingdom was established in 
the hand of Solomon.  

A. Second Samuel 16.3–14 shows the sin of Shimei.  

B. Shimei agreed to the conditions that Solomon made.  

1. Why did he then violate them?  

2. Did he momentarily forget?  

3. Did he think this was an exception?  

C. How did these executions establish the kingdom of Solomon?  

1. For one thing, they showed that he followed the instructions of his father.  

2. It showed that he would execute evil quickly.  

a) See Ecclesiastes 8.11, written by Solomon  

b) that if sentence against evil does not happen quickly,  

(1) men grow in their desire to do evil.  

(2) We cannot justify or explain evil. 


