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The Promise  
Something to keep in mind as you read the Bible  

Genesis 12.3  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • January 5, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Billy Henshall – Acts 7.17–22  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – Songs on the Bible  

Prelude:  

I. The Bible is small in comparison  

A. to how much the Holy Spirit could have revealed, but  

B. it is large in that it does cover a great deal of time, and  

1. the names, places, and events overwhelm us.  

2. Is it all connected or is it a bunch of unrelated information  

a) that God gave here and there  

b) that He thought would be useful for us to know?  

II. I believe the Bible is all connected.  

A. Several threads or themes run from Genesis to Revelation, such as  

B. the love of God, man’s need for salvation, and others that we could all list.  

III. Don Sullivan, my New Testament survey and Scheme of Redemption teacher,  

A. taught us students that one of or perhaps the major theme of the Bible  

B. is the promise that God made to Abraham.  

1. Genesis 12 shows several promises that God made:  
 
1 Now the LORD had said to Abram:  
 
 “Get out of your country,  
 From your family  
 And from your father’s house,  
 To a land that I will show you.  
2 I will make you a great nation;  
 I will bless you  
 And make your name great;  
 And you shall be a blessing.  
3 I will bless those who bless you,  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 And I will curse him who curses you;  
 And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  
 
7 Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your descendants I 
will give this land.”  
 
– Genesis 12.1–3, 7a)  

2. God promised Abraham  

a) to make him a great nation,  

b) to bless him,  

c) to make his name great,  

d) that he would be a blessing,  

e) that God would bless those who bless Abraham,  

f) that God would curse those who curse Abraham, and  

g) that in Abraham God would bless all the families of the earth.  

(1) The rest of the Bible expands upon those seven promises.  

(2) However, the first six serve the seventh.  

(a) Many scholars and commentators agree with this,  

(b) including President John Quincy Adams  

i) who wrote to his son on how to study the Bible!  

ii) Those letters have been compiled into a book,  

(1) which I have.  

(2) President Adams said:  

IV. Therefore, when you read through the Bible this year  

A. keep in mind that wherever you are in your reading,  

B. it somehow has a connection with the promise or promises to Abraham,  

1. including when you are reading in the New Testament, for  
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2. that is where you find the fulfillment of the promise to bless all the fami-
lies of the earth.  

V. Here is a breakdown of the Books of the Bible according to the Promise.  

A. For the Old Testament I used Walter C. Kaiser, Junior’s book, Toward an Old 
Testament Theology.  

1. Brother Don Sullivan recommended this book and  

a) so I bought while still a student at the Southern California School of 
Evangelism in January 1980.  

b) However, I did not read it until 2005 after I had started working here!  

2. It is an excellent book that I recommend.  

B. However, that book only dealt with the Promise and the Old Testament.  

1. Using his same kind of thinking  

2. I broke down the New Testament,  

a) which you will see shortly.  

b) Then Kaiser came out with a new book in which he deals with both 
Testaments.  

(1) His breakdown of the New Testament, in my judgment,  

(2) did not follow his way of thinking in the Old Testament.  

(a) He is an Old Testament scholar,  

(b) so that did not surprise me.  

VI. Anyway, what you have in your handout  

A. is first his material for the Old Testament,  

B. then my material for the New Testament.  

Persuasion:  

I. The Promise and the Old Testament [From Kaiser]  

A. Prolegomena to the Promise: The Pre-patriarchal Era  

1. Genesis 1–11  
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2. This shows the creation of everything and  

a) the good life that God the Creator wanted for humanity.  

b) In fact, this is so important to Him  

(1) that it drives the rest of the biblical narrative.  

(2) That becomes obvious when you get to the Book of Revelation and  

(a) you find out that the good things we lost in the first three chap-
ters of Genesis,  

(b) we gain back in heaven, as revealed in the Book of Revelation.  

i) Also, the bad things we gained in the opening three chap-
ters of Genesis,  

ii) we lose in the last three chapters of Revelation.  

3. God created a perfect place for us, but  

a) as you know Adam and Eve ruined it by disobeying God.  

b) However, it was not Adam and Eve alone, but  

(1) Genesis 4–11 shows that all of humanity  

(2) sinned against God.  

(a) Man thought he could have a better life outside of God’s will.  

(b) Those chapters show what a miserable failure that was.  

4. That leads to the next important part in your Bible reading.  

B. Provisions in the Promise: The Patriarchal Era  

1. Genesis 12–50  

2. Although the world sinned horribly,  

a) the God of heaven was determined to bless man.  

b) Therefore, He found in Abraham a man of great faith.  

(1) Through Him God would bless all the families and the nations of 
the earth.  

(2) This part of Genesis shows the spiritual history  
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(a) of Abraham and his descendants, and  

(b) why they had to go down to Egypt for four centuries  

i) before they could inherit the Land of Canaan.  

ii) Once in that land  

(1) God would have a place  

(2) where He would have a people  

(a) who would show the world  

(b) their need for the promised blessing.  

3. Then the time to leave Egypt and go to the Land of Canaan had arrived.  

C. People of the Promise: The Mosaic Era  

1. Exodus  

2. Leviticus  

3. Numbers  

4. As Abraham’s people, the children of Israel,  

a) the descendants of Abraham’s grandson, Jacob,  

b) journeyed from one land to another,  

(1) God gave them laws  

(2) that would make them suitable  

(a) for bringing the fulfilled promise into the world.  

(b) This time period with the Law of Moses  

i) would also show the horrible nature of sin,  

ii) that the world might learn of the danger they are in:  
 
19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to 
those who are under the law, that every mouth may be 
stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.  
20 Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justi-
fied in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin.   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– Romans 3.19–20  

5. During those 40 years in the wilderness Israel for not obeying God.  

D. Place of the Promise: The Pre-monarchical Era  

1. Deuteronomy  

2. Joshua  

3. Judges  

a) As the children of Israel prepared to enter the land that God had 
promised to Abraham’s descendants,  

b) Moses reminded them of how they were to live there.  

(1) Then Moses died, and Joshua led Israel into the land.  

(2) Once they were settled in,  

(a) they continued to have sin problems, and  

(b) the God of heaven repeatedly had to punish them.  

i) He sent judges to deliver them from their troubles, and  

ii) the judges also did what judges do,  

(1) judging the people, and  

(2) teaching them.  

4. However, they were not happy with God’s arrangements.  

E. King of the Promise: The Davidic Era  

1. Ruth  

2. Books of Samuel  

3. Psalms, especially the Royal Psalms  

4. Books of the Kings  

a) They wanted a king and  

b) God let them have a king.  

(1) Again, man thought he had a better way of doing things, but  
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(2) most of their kings led them down the wrong path.  

(a) From Adam and Eve to the kings of Israel and Judah,  

(b) man continued to ruin things and his living  

i) by insisting on doing things his way  

ii) rather than following the commandments and teachings of 
the Creator!  

5. God still wanted to bless man even as he continued to rebel against God.  

F. Life in the Promise: The Wisdom Era  

1. Job  

2. Proverbs  

3. Ecclesiastes  

4. Song of Solomon  

a) During those centuries God did not leave Israel and the world  

b) without a way of knowing wisdom.  

(1) He provided instruction in these Bible Books  

(2) that some might open their eyes and  

(a) see the way of wisdom and the way of foolishness.  

(b) If you want to live happy lives, Solomon declared:  
 
13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:  
 Fear God and keep His commandments,  
 For this is man’s all.  
14 For God will bring every work into judgment,  
 Including every secret thing,  
 Whether good or evil.  
 
 – Ecclesiastes 12.13–14  

5. However, you guessed it,  

a) the children of Israel,  
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(1) along with the rest of the world,  

b) insisted on doing things their way, but  

(1) God in His eternal love for Israel, and  

(2) for the world,  

(a) since He would use Israel to bless the world  

(b) with the promised blessing to Abraham,  

i) sent prophets to bring Israel and  

ii) sometimes the nations  

(1) back to where they needed to be,  

(2) where the Lord wanted them.  

6. Therefore, for every period of Israel’s history,  

a) the Lord sent prophets who gave special messages for that time period.  

G.Day of the Promise: Prophets of the Ninth Century BC  

1. Obadiah  

2. Joel  

a)

H.Servants of the Promise: Prophets of the Eighth Century BC  

1. Amos  

2. Hosea  

3. Jonah  

4. Micah  

5. Isaiah  

a)

I. Renewal of the Promise: Prophets of the Seventh Century BC  

1. Nahum  

2. Zephaniah  
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3. Habakkuk  

4. Jeremiah  

J. The Kingdom of the Promise: The Exilic Prophets  

1. Ezekiel  

2. Daniel  

a) Israel had experienced devastation  

(1) by the hands of the Assyrians and  

(2) by the hands of the Babylonians.  

b) Yet, the Lord did not want to remove Israel completely off the earth.  

(1) He had made a promise to Abraham and  

(2) to Isaac and Jacob, and  

(a) to David.  

(b) Therefore, the Lord showed Israel through these prophets,  

i) a kingdom that they had not yet experienced.  

ii) That gave them hope.  

K. The Triumph of the Promise: Postexilic Times  

1. Haggai  

2. Zechariah  

3. Malachi  

4. Books of the Chronicles  

5. Ezra  

6. Nehemiah  

7. Esther  

a) The Jews struggled after their return from captivity.  

b) However, the Lord still had promises to keep.  

(1) He sent these men that Israel might rebuild  
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(2) Jerusalem and the temple.  

c) He also used them to remind Israel  

(1) that He Himself would come into their land, and  

(2) that He would have someone go before Him to announce His ar-
rival.  

II. The Promise and the New Testament [Don Ruhl]  

A. The Fulfillment of the Promise: The Messiah Has Arrived  

1. Matthew  

2. Mark  

3. Luke  

4. John  

a) All of the Hebrew Scriptures pointed to what happened in these four 
Books.  

b) Jesus of Nazareth was the fulfillment of Genesis 12.3 and many other 
promises and prophecies of the Bible.  

B. The Promotion of the Promise: The Church Era  

1. Acts  
 
25 “You are sons of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made 
with our fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your seed all the families of 
the earth shall be blessed.’ 26 To you first, God, having raised up His Ser-
vant Jesus, sent Him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from 
your iniquities.”  
 
– Acts 3.25–26  
 
23 From this man’s seed, according to the promise, God raised up for Is-
rael a Savior—Jesus—  
 
– Acts 13.23  
 
6 “And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made by 
God to our fathers. 7 To this promise our twelve tribes, earnestly serving 
God night and day, hope to attain. For this hope’s sake, King Agrippa, I 
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am accused by the Jews.”  
 
– Acts 26.6–7  

C. Life in the Promise:  

1. Romans–Jude  
 
13 For the promise that he would be the heir of the world was not to 
Abraham or to his seed through the law, but through the righteousness of 
faith.  
 
– Romans 4.13  
 
16 Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so that the 
promise might be sure to all the seed, not only to those who are of the 
law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father 
of us all…  
 
– Romans 4.16  
 
4 …that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ 
Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.  
 
– Galatians 3.14  
 
29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs ac-
cording to the promise.  
 
– Galatians 3.29  
 
6 …that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same body, and par-
takers of His promise in Christ through the gospel…  
 
– Ephesians 3.6  
 

D. The Consummation of the Promise: The End  

1. Revelation


