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Not Conversion Therapy, But the Lord and the Spirit  
People do not need conversion therapy, they need the Lord Jesus and the Spirit of our God  

First Corinthians 6.9–11  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • January 12, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Nash Crisp – Romans 1.24–25 
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – Songs emphasizing the word  

Prelude:  

I. From what were people converted in the first century?  

A. From what kind of lives, is what I mean.  

B. From what are we mostly converting people today?  

1. For the most part, it is not from the same kind of people.  

2. That is partly the case because  

a) the United States is not the same kind of nation as the Roman Empire.  

b) Yet, we are becoming more like Rome.  

(1) The people that the apostles were teaching,  

(2) we think that we do not know how to teach today.  

(a) Therefore, we do not seek them, and  

(b) if we do come into contact with them,  

i) we think we need another tool to deal with them, and  

ii) even people who are specialized with this tool.  

II. We want people who have already been scrubbed.  

A. By that I mean we want people  

1. that a specialist has already helped them to change their lives.  

2. We just want to show them that they have to be baptized.  

B. I know of two Christians,  

1. one of them a preacher,  

2. who questioned why Randy Mabe wanted to preach in Las Vegas.  

a) He is retired now, but  
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b) he preach there for the same reason that Paul preached in Corinth.  

(1) However, their questioning of Randy  

(2) showed me that they did not understand Christianity.  

C. Jesus ran into this problem with His critics.  

1. His critics did not understand His purpose.  

a) They did not understand the purpose of religion.  

b) They did not understand  

2. Matthew 9.10–11  
 
10 Now it happened, as Jesus sat at the table in the house, that behold, 
many tax collectors and sinners came and sat down with Him and His 
disciples. 11 And when the Pharisees saw it, they said to His disciples, 
“Why does your Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”  
 
– Matthew 9.10–11  

3. Luke 7.36–39  
 
36 Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him. And He went to 
the Pharisee’s house, and sat down to eat. 37 And behold, a woman in 
the city who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in 
the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil, 38 and 
stood at His feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet 
with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head; and she kissed 
His feet and anointed them with the fragrant oil. 39 Now when the Phar-
isee who had invited Him saw this, he spoke to himself, saying, “This 
Man, if He were a prophet, would know who and what manner of 
woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner.”  
 
– Luke 7.36–39  

a) These critics wanted people who were already scrubbed because  

b) they did not know how to deal with them.  

D. We tend to want the same thing.  

1. We want people who have few, if any, problems.  
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2. We want people who will fit right in with little work on our part.  

3. We want people who do not have baggage.  

4. We want people who are basically good people, but  

a) they are just off on a few biblical points.  

b) It is like we do not want the people who are “bad sinners,” but  

(1) we want the ones who are “good sinners,”  

(2) whose problems are fixed easily.  

III. If they have problems of living, we want someone else to deal with them.  

A. This happened with homosexuality.  

B. The church was glad  

1. that the world’s psychology considered homosexuality abnormal, or  

2. a mental problem, or whatever.  

a) That way the psychologists could deal with them.  

b) That was a massive mistake.  

(1) For one thing, the Lord deals with sinners in His word.  

(2) Secondly, psychology turned and  

(a) now fully accepts homosexuality, and  

(b) even encourages it.  

i) Today, psychologists fight efforts to turn people.  

ii) Eighteen states in America,  

(1) including Oregon,  

(2) have made “Conversion Therapy,” or “Reparative Ther-
apy,”  

(a) illegal on minors!  

(b) However, it is still legal to teach the Bible, but  

(c) with a bisexual governor,  
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(d) I do not know how long that will last.  

(e) As for me, I will continue to teach and to preach 
what the Bible says on any subject,  

(f) regardless of what our government does about it.  

IV. My point is this:  

A. The churches never should have used Conversion Therapy, but  

B. they should have used what the Bible teaches all along.  

1. Also, the efforts to make Conversion Therapy illegal, I believe,  

2. were not so much aimed at Conversion Therapy for minors, but  

a) ultimately it is aimed at efforts to change people from homosexuality to 
heterosexuality, and  

b) eventually they will have to get around to banning what we teach from 
the Bible.  

V. However, we as followers of Jesus Christ have to be persuaded  

A. that following God’s way is the right and only way, and  

B. that we have to abandon man’s way.  

1. Humanistic psychology is not our friend,  

2. even if it appears to be at times.  

a) That beast will turn on you  

b) when the culture changes.  

Persuasion:  

I. The People Converted in the Bible  

A. The 12  

B. Tax Collectors  

C. Jewish Leaders  

D. Broken marriages  

E. Acts 2 Murderers  
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F. Acts 9 Persecutors  

G.Acts 10 Military Commanders  

H.I could go on but Paul gave us a glimpse of the different kinds of people when 
he wrote to Corinthians about another matter.  

II. The Corinthians  

A. Some members of the Corinthian congregation  

1. were suing one another in the civil or Roman courts.  

2. Paul gave some reasons why they should not have done such a thing.  

a) One of those explanations was of the kind of people  

b) before whom they were going to bring lawsuits against their brethren.  

B. In First Corinthians 6.4–6, he wrote:  
 
4 If then you have judgments concerning things pertaining to this life, do 
you appoint those who are least esteemed by the church to judge? 5 I say 
this to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you, not 
even one, who will be able to judge between his brethren? 6 But brother 
goes to law against brother, and that before unbelievers!  
 
– 1 Corinthians 6.4–6  

1. Paul shamed them for appointing those least esteemed by the church  

a) to judge their matters.  

2. He also shamed them as believers going before unbelievers.  

C. Then he got them to think on  

1. who these least esteemed and  

2. unbelieving people were:  
 
9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of 
God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adul-
terers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, 
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of 
God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you 
were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and 
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by the Spirit of our God.  
 
– 1 Corinthians 6.9–11  

3. They were asking  

a) fornicators,  

b) idolaters,  

c) adulterers,  

d) homosexuals,  

e) sodomites,  

f) thieves,  

g) covetous,  

h) drunkards,  

i) revilers, and  

j) extortioners  

(1) to judge matters between people  

(2) who had been redeemed from those things.  

(a) Those people do not think  

(b) the same way that Christians do.  

i) Why then ask them to judge matters between believers?  

ii) They obviously have some problems with their thinking.  

(1) Nor would glorifying God and  

(2) following other biblical precepts enter their thinking.  

D. However, that is not my point for today.  

1. My point is what Paul said in the last two sentences:  

a) that some of the Corinthians had been those things, and  

b) why they were no longer those things.  
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2. They were no longer practicing those things because  

a) they had been washed,  

b) they had been sanctified, and  

c) they had been justified  

(1) in the name of the Lord Jesus and  

(2) by the Spirit of our God!  

E. Paul said nothing about “conversion therapy,” or “reparative therapy.”  

1. Truly, you will not find anywhere in the word of God  

a) where Jesus, an apostle, or a prophet  

b) ever endorsed or used man’s psychology or wisdom to change anyone.  

2. What prompted my message this morning was an article on  

a) LifeSiteNews.com, 

b) which is a source primarily about abortion, but  

(1) they are also deal with other issues such as homosexuality.  

(2) Anyway the title of the article is:  
 
‘Not conversion therapy’: Pulse nightclub survivors host rally for 
people who’ve left LGBT for Jesus  

III. The Article  
 
“ORLANDO, Florida, September 16, 2019 (LifeSiteNews) – Three years after 
the Pulse Nightclub massacre where 49 homosexual men died, ex-homosexu-
als and ex-transgenders came to Orlando from around the country to publicly 
proclaim the freedom they’ve found through Jesus Christ.  
 
“At the outset of the event — held at Lake Eloa Park which is about a 5-min-
utes drive from the Pulse Nightclub — shooting survivor Luis Ruiz set the 
record straight about something secular media and LGBT activists consistently 
get wrong: Conversion. ‘This is not conversion therapy,’ proclaimed Ruiz to the 
cheers of the crowd. ‘This is not electrotherapy. This is not shock therapy,’ he 
continued. ‘This is all the Holy Spirit,’ and about ‘a man who died on a Cross,’ 
said Ruiz.  

http://LifeSiteNews.com
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“‘Change is possible,’ said Angel Colon, another Pulse Nightclub survivor. 
Colon sustained six bullet wounds that night and had to learn how to walk 
again.   
 
“‘Freedom in Christ is true, and it’s real, and it can happen,’ declared 
Colon. ‘If it can happen to me, it can happen to anyone.’   
 
“‘Jesus wants your heart,” he explained to LifeSiteNews. ‘He doesn’t just want 
your (sexual) identity. He wants everything of you.’”  
 
“[One woman] sees the attempt to discredit and outlaw all resources aimed at 
helping those with unwanted same-sex attraction as an assault on Christianity.  

A. Here is the thing:  

1. We want to treat this sin differently than we do any other sin.  

2. There is no need for that.  

a) Truly, you do not need to address a person’s particular sin,  

b) unless it comes up, but  

(1) show them the way  

(2) just like you do with any other sinner.  

B. In Paul’s list in First Corinthians 6,  

1. he did not list homosexuality as being different.  

2. He treated it the same as  

a) fornication, idolatry, adultery, thievery, covetousness, drunkenness, re-
viling, and extortion.  

b) All of those need  

(1) washing,  

(2) sanctification, and  

(3) justification  

(a) in the name of the Lord and  
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(b) by the Spirit of our God.  

Exhortation:  

I. Surely someone questions:  

A. How can the Bible convert homosexuals?  

B. How does telling people about baptism make them change their lives?  

II. Lord willing, I want to show you  

A. why and what happens  

B. when someone submits to the teachings of the Lord next Lord’s Day.  

III. For now, let me say that unfortunately, the church’s history has been  

A. to focus on worship items,  

B. differences on what church’s teach for initial salvation, but  

1. has in many places neglected to teach on how to live, and  

2. neglected the whole of biblical teaching.  

a) That is why I teach and preach  

b) either on passages of the Bible or whole Books.  

IV. Whatever your sin,  

A. turn to Christ today and  

B. He and the Spirit will  

1. wash you,  

2. sanctify you, and  

3. justify you,  

a) not taking away your sinful desires with a holy zap, but  

b) through their teaching and leadership they will show you the way. 


