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The Good News that Saves from Sin and Death  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • January 19, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Billy Henshall – First Corinthians 6.9–11  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – Songs on Salvation  

Prelude:  

I. For those not here last week, I argued  

A. that the church does not need to use man’s inventions to change people’s be-
havior, because  

B. we have something delivered to us by our Maker  

1. that changes human behavior  

2. when we submit to His plan.  

C. I spoke about homosexuality in particular.  

II. The problem with homosexuality or  

A. any sin in which we live,  

B. is that it becomes our focus.  

1. Therefore, whatever our sin is, we need a new focus.  

2. We need something or someone new enthroned on our hearts.  

III. Homosexuality was common in the Roman Empire.  

A. Yet, the church,  

1. without any of man’s aids,  

2. converted homosexuals and other sinners to Jesus Christ  

a) by not being conformed this world but  

b) by being transformed through the renewing of the mind.  

B. That was a reference, by the way, to a passage from the Book of Romans, and  

1. I invite you to turn to Romans 1.  

2. Romans demonstrates the life-transforming nature of the gospel because  

a) Romans is like a dissertation on the power of the gospel.  
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b) Undoubtedly Paul taught this material everywhere he preached.  

(1) I cannot show you everything today that he said, but  

(2) at least you can get an idea of what he preached and  

(a) why he could say that the converts in Corinth, and  

i) remember I based my message last week on the fact  

ii) that some Christians at Corinth had been homosexuals, but  

(b) they had been washed, sanctified, and justified  

(c) so that they no longer practiced it.  

IV. Here is how Paul began his letter.  

Persuasion:  

I. Romans 1.13–17 • Paul Was Eager to Get to Rome  
 
13 Now I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that I often planned to 
come to you (but was hindered until now), that I might have some fruit among 
you also, just as among the other Gentiles. 14 I am a debtor both to Greeks 
and to barbarians, both to wise and to unwise. 15 So, as much as is in me, I 
am ready to preach the gospel to you who are in Rome also. 16 For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for 
everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 17 For in it the 
righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just 
shall live by faith.”  
 
– Romans 1.13–17  

A. He was urgent to preach in Rome because  

B. the gospel of Christ is the power of God to salvation.  

II. Romans 1.18–3.20 • The World’s Need for Salvation  

A. At verse 18,  

1. Paul began to show why he was urgent in preaching the gospel.  

2. Gospel means good news.  

a) However, before you will want and see the need for the good news,  
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b) you need to know the bad news.  

B. The bad news is really bad:  
 
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness… 
 
– Romans 1.18  

1. Then the apostle went on to show  

2. the unrighteousness in which the world engages.  

C. One of the sins of the world was homosexuality.  
 
26 For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women 
exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. 27 Likewise also the 
men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one an-
other, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in them-
selves the penalty of their error which was due.  
 
– Romans 1.26–27  
  

1. Paul did not treat it differently than  

2. the other sins that he listed.  

D. Then in chapter 2 through 3.18,  

1. he showed how the Jews also sinned and  

2. thus stood under the wrath of God.  

E. He concluded that section, saying:  
 
3.19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are un-
der the law [the Jew], that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world 
may become guilty before God. 20 Therefore by the deeds of the law no 
flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin.  
 
– Romans 3.19–20  

1. With this he concluded  
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a) that the Jew was guilty before God and  

b) that the world was also guilty before God.  

2. Therefore, man was or is in desperate need of justification.  

a) We need to be just or right before God.  

b) That cannot be done through any other means.  

III. Romans 3.21–5.5 • The Victory of Faith  
 
21 But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being 
witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of God, 
through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no dif-
ference; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being jus-
tified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus… 
 
– Romans 3.21–24  

A. Look at that contrast or even Paul’s excitement in verse 21.  

B. God’s wrath is revealed against all unrighteousness (1.18), but  

1. He has also revealed a righteousness apart from the Law.  

2. The Law did its part to make us aware of sin, but  

a) the Law and the Prophets also spoke of something that was coming  

b) whereby man could find justification.  

(1) We have the righteousness of God by having faith in Jesus and  

(2) we are justified by His grace.  

C. Then Paul used Abraham to illustrate his point:  
 
4.1 What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found according to 
the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to 
boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abra-
ham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.”  
 
– Romans 4.1–3  

1. Paul goes on to show the kind of belief and faith that Abraham had.  
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2. God had promised a son to Abraham  

a) that through that son Abraham would have numberless descendants.  

b) Yet, Abraham first heard that promise when he was 75 and childless.  

(1) It would be another 25 years  

(2) before God gave Abraham that son.  

3. Therefore, Paul said of Abraham:  
 
18 who, contrary to hope, in hope believed, so that he became the father 
of many nations, according to what was spoken, “So shall your descen-
dants be.” 19 And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own 
body, already dead (since he was about a hundred years old), and the 
deadness of Sarah’s womb. 20 He did not waver at the promise of God 
through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, 21 
and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able 
to perform. 22 And therefore “it was accounted to him for 
righteousness.”  
 
– Romans 4.18–22  

a) When Abraham was 99,  

b) God told him he would have a son the following year.  

(1) Abraham did not question God,  

(2) thinking that he was too old to have a child, nor  

(a) did Sarah’s age, who was 10 years younger,  

(b) cause unbelief in Abraham.  

c) Abraham was fully convinced  

(1) that whatever God had promised,  

(2) He was also able to perform.  

(a) Then God accounted that to Abraham for righteousness.  

(b) We are to have the same faith.  
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D. That is why Paul then said:  
 
1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have access by faith into this 
grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  
 
– Romans 5.1–2  

1. YES!  

2. By having the faith Abraham,  

a) we can be justified.  

b) That means we have peace with God through the Lord Jesus Christ.  

(1) That also means from First Corinthians 6.9–11,  

(2) which I showed you last week,  

(a) you will not only live the true life on earth but  

(b) later you will inherit the kingdom of God.  

IV. Romans 5.6–7.25 • The Victory of Grace  

A. Paul shows us the wonderful thing  

1. that God did to bring justification to us.  

2. He sent someone to die for those in sin, including in homosexuality:  
 
5.6 For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for 
the ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps 
for a good man someone would even dare to die. 8 But God demon-
strates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, 
we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 10 For if when we were en-
emies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much 
more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.  
 
– Romans 5.6–10  

B. That was necessary because  
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1. as Paul said next in verse 12,  

2. through one man sin and death entered the world, and  

a) we have all likewise sinned.  

b) We cannot blame Adam.  

C. Praise God that Paul continued and showed  

1. that through one man came righteousness.  

2. He contrasted Adam and Jesus:  
 
19 For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also by 
one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous.  
 
– Romans 5.19  

D. However, this free justification, righteousness, and grace  

1. does not mean that we can keep on sinning, for  

2. as Paul continued to teach:  
 
1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may 
abound? 2 Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in 
it? 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with 
Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness 
of life.  
 
– Romans 6.1–4  

a) He explained further in chapter 6  

b) why we cannot let sin have dominion over us.  

(1) Instead we present ourselves to God and  

(2) not to our old ways of sin:  
 
6.12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you 
should obey it in its lusts. 13 And do not present your members as 
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instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to 
God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instru-
ments of righteousness to God.  
 
– Romans 6.12–13  

3. Present yourself, and all the members of your body  

a) to God since you are now alive in the spirit, and  

b) let Him use you as an instrument of righteousness.  

(1) Remind yourself of these truths constantly,  

(2) even as Paul reminded the Roman Christians.  

4. Listen to what he said in verse 19:  
 
19 I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For 
just as you presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of law-
lessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as 
slaves of righteousness for holiness.  
 
– Romans 6.19  

a) With the same zeal that you gave yourself to sin,  

b) so now with the same zeal give yourself to righteousness.  

E. This is a struggle as Paul showed in chapter 7.  

1. God knows the power of sin.  

2. He knows it can take over our lives.  

a) However, Paul wrote:  
 
24 O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of 
death? 25a I thank God—through Jesus Christ our Lord!  
 
– Romans 7.24–25a  

(1) Deliverance from our sins comes from Jesus Christ our Lord.  
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(2) Therefore, we have to keep our eyes on Him without ceasing.  

F. That being the case, Paul said next… 

V. Romans 8 • The Victory of the Spirit  
 
1 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, 
who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 2 For the 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin 
and death.  
 
– Romans 8.1–2  

A. It is all about how we think or upon what we think:  
 
5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of 
the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 
6 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and 
peace.  
 
– Romans 8.5–6  

B. We have to be persuaded  

1. that we can reorder our lives  

2. by following the instructions and the guidance of the Spirit.  
 
12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors—not to the flesh, to live accord-
ing to the flesh. 13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but 
if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.  
 
– Romans 8.12–13  

C. We have joined the winning side, the side of righteousness.  

1. How then can we be defeated?  
 
8.31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be 
against us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up 
for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 33 
Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 
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Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also 
risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession 
for us.  
– Romans 8.31–34  
 
37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who 
loved us.  
– Romans 8.37  

D. If all of this is true, and  

1. if Paul based all this information on the Old Testament,  

2. which I did not get into because I had to limit myself some,  

a) then why are the Jews as a whole,  

b) the very ones who gave us the Scriptures,  

(1) lost?  

(2) Does their rejection of Christ Jesus nullify what I just said?  

E. Paul addressed the problem of Jewish unbelief next.  

VI. Romans 9.1–11.32 • What about Israel?  

A. The problem of Jewish unbelief is beyond the scope of my message.  

B. However, listen to how Paul ended that section:  
 
30 For as you [Gentiles or non-Jews] were once disobedient to God, yet 
have now obtained mercy through their disobedience, 31 even so these [the 
Jews] also have now been disobedient, that through the mercy shown you 
they also may obtain mercy. 32 For God has committed them all to disobe-
dience, that He might have mercy on all.  
 
– Romans 11.30–32  

1. Whoever you are and  

2. whatever your sins have been,  

a) God will have mercy on you,  

b) if you have faith like Abraham, and  
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(1) if you continue your life journey  

(2) by living your faith in Jesus Christ.  

Exhortation:  

I. Then Paul in 11.33–36 spoke of how wonderful God is.  

II. What I have shown you  

A. is that the Gospel of Jesus Christ  

B. shows a new way of thinking  

1. that drives us away from our sin, ungodliness, and unrighteousness, and  

2. that drives us to a godly and righteous life.  

III. This is why Paul then said after laying down the foundation:  
 
1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reason-
able service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and accept-
able and perfect will of God.  
 
– Romans 12.1–2  

A. From that point to the end of the letter,  

B. he shows how to build on the foundation.  

1. He shows righteous living.  

2. He shows godly living.  

a) He shows a life that is no longer immersed in sin,  

b) whether homosexuality or some other sin.  

IV. Lord willing, next Lord’s Day, I will show you Romans 6 in depth. 


