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El Kanná: God the Jealous One  
Exodus 20.4–6   

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • January 26, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Nash Crisp – Exodus 34.13–14  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – No suggestions  

Prelude:  

I. Brother Hugo McCord has written of the Hebrew word for jealous:  
 
“The word kanna’, jealous, is derived from a root meaning to become intense-
ly red, as with dye, and so refers to the color of one’s face resulting from deep 
feeling. The word zelos, jealousy, is derived from a root meaning to boil. Deep 
emotion is therefore contained in God’s being called Kanna’, the Jealous One.”  
 
– Getting Acquainted with God, page 50  

II. You will never read in the Scriptures  

A. that God is an envious God,  

B. unless you have a bad translation!  

1. Covetousness is wanting what belongs to another person.  

2. Envy is closely related to covetousness, but  

a) envy is resenting what the other person has.  

b) Pilate knew that the Jewish leaders envied Jesus.  

(1) He was popular in a way that they could never achieve and  

(2) they hated Him for it.  

3. Jealousy differs from envy,  

a) in that jealous expects exclusive loyalty from another person.  

b) God expects loyalty from us.  

III. In some situations man has no right to jealousy.  

A. Galatians 5.20 lists it as a work of the flesh.  

IV. Yet, there is a place for it.  

A. In Second Corinthians 11,  
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1. Paul explained why he wrote that letter to the church, and  

2. I think it just explained all his work with the Corinthian Church.  
 
2 For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For I have betrothed you 
to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. 3 But 
I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so 
your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. 4 For 
if he who comes preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or 
if you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a differ-
ent gospel which you have not accepted—you may well put up with it!  
 
– 2 Corinthians 11.2–4  

a) I know what Paul meant because  

b) after I contemplated this passage for this sermon,  

(1) I realized that I am the same way toward the church here,  

(2) as I was with Nile Street in Klamath Falls and North Long Beach in 
Long Beach.  

(a) I did not want to see the church beguiled into falling for  

(b) anything that is not scriptural.  

i) That has led me to be fierce sometimes,  

ii) challenging someone whom I believed  

(1) was trying to lead us astray.  

(2) That is one reason that I edited the book, The Balance 
of Truth and Freedom.  

B. This is the jealousy that God has.  

1. His people belong to Him.  

2. He has married His people.  

a) In fact, Revelation 19 shows  

b) that one of the spectacular events in heaven  

(1) will be the marriage supper of the Lamb, and  
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(2) the Scripture makes it clear that the bride is  

(a) Israel during ancient times and  

(b) the church at the present time.  

C. As the groom of His bride, His people,  

1. He wants their loyalty  

2. even as they have His loyalty.  

a) The history of the Old Testament,  

b) especially in the Books of Judges, Kings, and Chronicles,  

(1) shows that God’s bride often sought other lovers and  

(2) He became jealous.  

Persuasion:  

I. The Bible Says God’s Name Is Jealous  

A. Exodus 34 shows that God knows the nature of man.  

1. God knows that man wants to see what he is worshiping.  

2. That leads to the creation of idols.  

a) Idols in turn lead to the creation of horrible behaviors in humans.  

b) That happened with the Canaanites.  

B. However, as God was about to lead Israel into the Land of Canaan,  

1. He knew that they would see the idols of the Canaanites.  

2. The appearances of the idols would tempt His people.  

a) One thing I have learned in my studies of archaeology  

b) is that we dig up stuff but  

(1) we do not see those things as they once were.  

(2) Most of them were painted, but  

(a) through the centuries the paint wore off.  

(b) Archaeologists have now discovered paint on many objects.  
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3. Do not imagine what you see  

a) in magazines or videos, or  

b) in what I have shown you  

(1) as those things looking in the past  

(2) as we have found them.  

(a) My point is the idols were not plain looking, but  

(b) the idolaters would have decorated them.  

4. Knowing these things,  

a) God gave Israel precise instructions  

b) on what He wanted them to do when they entered Canaan:  
 
13 “But you shall destroy their altars, break their sacred pillars, and 
cut down their wooden images 14 (for you shall worship no other 
god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is [El Kanná: God the Jeal-
ous One]…”  
 
– Exodus 34.13–14 

(1) Israel learned the hard way  

(2) that God will not tolerate idolatry.  

(a) He did not want Israel worshiping some Canaanite god  

(b) while worshiping Him.  

C. God had a legitimate right to Israel’s total loyalty, and  

1. He has a right to the church’s total loyalty.  

2. Deuteronomy 6 shows what He wanted from Israel and  

a) the Lord Jesus quoted this passage to show  

b) that He expects the same thing from His followers:  
 
4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one! 5 You shall 
love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and 
with all your strength.”  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– Deuteronomy 6.4–6  

3. He will not share His people with anyone.  

a) He will not share His people with another god (Exodus 34.13–14).  

b) He will not share His glory with another god:  
 
8 I am the LORD, that is My name;  
  And My glory I will not give to another,  
  Nor My praise to carved images.  
 
  – Isaiah 42.8  

c) In Luke 14,  

(1) you will hear Jesus  

(2) speaking as a jealous Lord:  
 
26 “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and 
mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own 
life also, he cannot be My disciple.”  
 
– Luke 14.26  

D. God the Jealous One is a devouring fire.  

1. Deuteronomy 4 says something that the New Testament utilizes.  

a) Moses was about to die and  

b) he knew the tendency of his people.  

(1) Therefore, he prepared them spiritually  

(2) before they entered the Land of Canaan after his death  

(a) with something that he had told them  

(b) in Exodus 34 shortly after their deliverance from Egypt.  
 
23 “Take heed to yourselves, lest you forget the covenant of 
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the LORD your God which He made with you, and make for 
yourselves a carved image in the form of anything which the 
LORD your God has forbidden you. 24 For the LORD your 
God is a consuming fire, [El Kanná: God the Jealous One].”  
 
– Deuteronomy 4.23–24  

2. Hebrews was written to the second generation of Jewish Christians.  

a) They were struggling with their faith.  

b) Some of them wanted to go back to the Judaism  

(1) from which their parents converted.  

(2) However, the writer showed why they should not do that.  
 
28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be 
shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably 
with reverence and godly fear. 29 For our God is a consuming 
fire.  
 
– Hebrews 12.28–29  

3. The children of Israel learned  

a) just how much of a consuming fire God is  

b) when they pursued idolatry relentlessly.  

(1) He sent many foreign powers against them.  

(2) Finally Assyria consumed the northern ten tribes.  

(3) Babylon consumed Judah.  

(a) Israel and Judah finally got the message:  

(b) Their God was El Kanná.  

i) As a people they never practiced idolatry again.  

ii) They have been guilty of other sins, and  

(1) God again consumed them with Rome  
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(2) for rejecting Jesus as the Messiah.  

E. Ezekiel 39 shows that Israel would eventually learn their lesson.  

1. He would bring them back from captivity, but  

2. only after they had realized what they had done:  
 
25 “Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Now I will bring back the cap-
tives of Jacob, and have mercy on the whole house of Israel; and I will be 
jealous for My holy name— 26 after they have borne their shame, and all 
their unfaithfulness in which they were unfaithful to Me, when they 
dwelt safely in their own land and no one made them afraid.”  
 
– Ezekiel 39.25–26  

a) They learned a hard lesson.  

b) However, they did not have to go through that lesson.  

(1) There were plenty of Israelites through the centuries  

(2) who maintained their loyalty to God the Jealous One.  

(a) So they could do it, but  

(b) as people often do,  

i) they followed the crowd,  

ii) they did what everyone else did.  

Exhortation:  

I. Brethren, we serve the same jealous God.  

A. Therefore, let us learn from Israel.  

B. First Corinthians 11 even states  

1. that the Old Testament Scriptures were written for our benefit.  

2. Paul even mentions their idolatry:  
 
6 Now these things became our examples, to the intent that we should 
not lust after evil things as they also lusted. 7 And do not become idol-
aters as were some of them. As it is written, “The people sat down to eat 



El Kanná: God the Jealous One; Exo 20.4–6; 04421; Page   of  8 9

and drink, and rose up to play.”  
 
– 1 Corinthians 10.6–7  

II. Therefore, we cannot divide our loyalty.  

A. In Matthew 6,  

1. Jesus made it clear  

2. that we cannot serve God and  

a) money or anything else.  

b) We cannot exalt anything else as a God:  
 
24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the oth-
er. You cannot serve God and mammon.”  
 
– Matthew 6.24  

III. Luke 11 records Jesus as saying that we have to be totally for Him:  
 
23 “He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me 
scatters.”  
 
– Luke 11.23  

IV. Let us not provoke His jealousy.  

A. Deuteronomy 29 speaking of one who follows his heart rather than God:  
 
20 “The LORD would not spare him; for then the anger of the LORD and 
His jealousy would burn against that man, and every curse that is written in 
this book would settle on him, and the LORD would blot out his name from 
under heaven.”  
 
– Deuteronomy 29.20  

B. In Joshua 24,  
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1. the man who led Israel into the Promised Land and  

2. led them in conquering it, said:  
 
19 “You cannot serve the LORD, for He is a holy God. He is a jealous 
God; He will not forgive your transgressions nor your sins. 20 If you for-
sake the LORD and serve foreign gods, then He will turn and do you 
harm and consume you, after He has done you good.”  
 
– Joshua 24.19–20  

a) The people objected:  
 
21 And the people said to Joshua, “No, but we will serve the LORD!”  
 
– Joshua 24.21  

b) This is how the conversation continued:  
 
22 So Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves 
that you have chosen the LORD for yourselves, to serve Him.” And 
they said, “We are witnesses!” 23 “Now therefore,” he said, “put 
away the foreign gods which are among you, and incline your heart to 
the LORD God of Israel.” 24 And the people said to Joshua, “The 
LORD our God we will serve, and His voice we will obey!”  
 
– Joshua 24.22–24  

(1) They were still clinging to some gods.  

(2) They finally realized that they had to get rid of them.  

V. Do you object to Joshua?  

A. Are you saying, I will serve the Lord.  

B. Okay then put away your sin and rededicate yourself. 


