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The God Who Stoops  
How far will God go to bless His people?  

Hosea 11.4  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • February 16, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Billy Henshall – Hosea 11.1–3  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – Songs on God’s love, kindness, grace, etc.  

Prelude:  

I. Last Lord’s Day as I taught my class on the Book of Ephesians,  

A. I was covering chapter 1,  

B. which is super rich in spirituality.  

1. Paul blessed God for giving us fourteen out-of-this-world blessings.  

2. Then he offered an other-worldly prayer.  

II. I sought to emphasize to the class  

A. the relentless and determined nature of God’s love,  

B. that He seeks to bless mankind,  

1. although we continue to resist His efforts.  

2. His insistence on blessing us  

a) goes beyond human ability to picture or describe.  

b) I felt helpless in class as I tried to make this point.  

III. Then I referenced God’s determination to bless Israel in ancient times.  

A. I told the class that somewhere it says  

1. that God drew Ephraim to Himself with cords of love.  

a) “Cords of love” is how my old American Standard Version worded it;  

b) the New King James Version words it as, “bands of love.”  

2. Someone found the text for me, and  

a) it is in Hosea 11.  

b) The first nine verses show God’s relentless and determined nature.  

B. Verses 1–2 state that God loved Israel from their earliest moments,  
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1. calling them out of Egypt, but  

2. the more He called them,  

a) the more they went far from Him,  

b) turning to dead, false, and dumb idols.  

C. Verse 3 pictures God even teaching Ephraim,  

1. the prominent tribe in Israel at the time,  

2. how to walk,  

a) taking them by the arms or hands,  

b) just as we teach our children to walk.  

D. Verse 4 is the passage  

1. that I wanted and someone helped me to find.  

2. God used gentle cords, bands of love  

a) to pull His people to Himself,  

b) even taking the yoke of slavery off their necks.  

E. However, they refused to repent,  

1. so He said that He would give the Assyrians dominion over them,  

2. causing destruction to the cities of Ephraim,  

a) that they might be moved to repent, but  

b) they were bent on backsliding from Him.  

F. Listen to Him speak in verses 8–9:  
 
8 How can I give you up, Ephraim?  
  How can I hand you over, Israel?  
  How can I make you like Admah?  
  How can I set you like Zeboiim?  
  My heart churns within Me;  
  My sympathy is stirred.  
9 I will not execute the fierceness of My anger;  
  I will not again destroy Ephraim.  
  For I am God, and not man,  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  The Holy One in your midst;  
  And I will not come with terror.  
 
  – Hosea 11.8–9  

1. Admah and Zeboiim were two lessor known cities destroyed  

a) along with Sodom and Gomorrah.  

b) God did not want to make Israel a total waste like those cities.  

(1) You can hear Him struggling with punishing Israel.  

2. Therefore, He decided not to execute the fullness of His anger.  

a) He did not want to act like man,  

b) which is why Israel still exists.  

IV. Now let me mention something to you  

A. that happened while I was looking at verse 4 right in class.  

B. Most of you have had this experience before.  

1. I have many times, and  

2. it happened to me right in front of my class last Lord’s Day,  

a) that as I read the text,  

b) I saw something that I have not noticed before,  

(1) although I have read Hosea many times over the years.  

(2) Don’t you just love these moments!  

V. As I read verse 4 to the class,  

A. wanting to show them how God drew Israel to Himself with cords of love,  

B. I noticed something that jumped off the page right into my face:  
 
4 I drew them with gentle cords,  
  With bands of love,  
  And I was to them as those who take the yoke from their neck.  
  I stooped and fed them.  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  – Hosea 11.4  

1. The Lord God who sits enthroned in heaven  

2. with the host of heaven  

a) worshiping Him as the Creator of all things and  

b) they declare His holiness endlessly,  

(1) stooped to feed Israel!  

(2) I have read that passage many times over the years, but  

(a) I had one of those moments— 

i) this was right in front of everyone— 

(b) when you see something like never before, and  

i) it makes a deep impression upon you.  

ii) God stooped and fed Israel.  

VI. God stooped for sinful humans!  

Persuasion:  

I. Hosea 11.4 • The God Who Stoops  
 
4 I drew them with gentle cords,  
 With bands of love,  
 And I was to them as those who take the yoke from their neck.  
 I stooped and fed them.  
 
 – Hosea 11.4  

A. The gods of all the peoples of the earth  

1. do not have such a god.  

2. Their gods are generally selfish.  

B. However, our God stoops to feed His people,  

1. even while they are bent on going far from Him.  
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2. Think about it.  

a) What is the spiritual condition of the world,  

b) what is the spiritual condition of the church,  

(1) both the word and the church  

(2) have sinned, but  

(a) He keeps taking care of us moment by moment.  

(b) Why would the God of heaven stoop to feed us…sinners?  

C. I know that I am mixing together the world and the church, but  

1. the world is not without sin, and  

2. the church is not without sin,  

a) so in that sense I lump us together.  

b) It is amazing to me  

(1) that the Creator would stoop to feed His creatures,  

(2) especially when they seem insistent on fighting Him.  

D. The theme of God lowering Himself for us continues into the New Testament.  

II. Luke 12.37–38 • The God Who Serves His Servants  

A. I based the subtitle of my book, Thinking on God, on this passage, but  

1. it turns some people off because  

2. they think that I speak of a God who is there to serve us and  

a) that I am promoting the idea that it is all about us.  

b) It might be the reason that it has not sold well.  

3. The subtitle of my book is: “The God Who Serves Those Who Serve Him.”  

B. As Jesus went about teaching, as found in Luke 12,  

1. He spoke a parable of a master who went to a wedding and  

2. when he returned he knocked on the door, then  

a) his servants opened the door immediately because  
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b) they were prepared for him to return at any time.  

C. Then Jesus stated the blessing for those prepared servants:  
 
37 “Blessed are those servants whom the master, when he comes, will find 
watching. Assuredly, I say to you that he will gird himself and have them sit 
down to eat, and will come and serve them. 38 And if he should come in the 
second watch, or come in the third watch, and find them so, blessed are 
those servants.”  
 
– Luke 12.37–38  

1. Imagine going to the largest mansion in the world, and  

2. the owner,  

a) not the butler,  

b) greets you and  

(1) leads you to the table and  

(2) he pulls out the chair for you to sit down.  

(a) He then pushes the chair under you  

(b) as you scoot in to the table…with his help.  

3. Then he brings the food out to you,  

a) not a waiter nor  

b) even his top servant, but  

(1) he does it himself and  

(2) continues to serve you throughout the evening.  

D. Now change the imagery in your mind, and  

1. the mansion is heaven,  

2. the owner is God, and  

3. the host is God, and  

4. the server is God.  
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a) Would someone please tell me  

b) why would the God of heaven  

(1) do such things as these  

(2) for worms that have been eating sin?  

III. John 13.2–5 • The God Who Washed Feet  

A. John 13 provides another look into our amazing God.  

1. Jesus was God in the flesh.  

2. He lived here for 33 years,  

a) ending the last 3 ½ years with a ministry  

b) that has changed the world for all time.  

B. On His last night on earth  

1. He did something that shows why or how He changed the world.  

2. All 12 of His disciples are together with Him, including His betrayer:  
 
2 And supper being ended, the devil having already put it into the heart 
of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray Him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the 
Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come from 
God and was going to God, 4 rose from supper and laid aside His gar-
ments, took a towel and girded Himself. 5 After that, He poured water 
into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with 
the towel with which He was girded.  
 
– John 13.2–5  

C. Did you see what God in the flesh did?  

1. No one else had washed their feet.  

2. Then the Creator who sat enthroned in heaven,  

a) made Himself the servant before His creatures.  

b) He laid aside His outer robe and anything else  

(1) that would hamper what He was about to do.  
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(2) He took a towel and girded it around Himself  

(a) so that He could use it for drying.  

(b) He got a basin and poured water into it.  

i) Then, now get this,  

(1) He got on His knees, and  

(2) with His hands  

(a) He took hold of a foot of a disciple and  

(b) washed it with water from the basin.  

ii) Then He did the other foot.  

iii)He dried the feet.  

D. This He did  

1. until He had washed the feet of all those men,  

2. including the one whom He knew would betray Him shortly.  

E. Would someone please explain that to me!  

IV. The God Who Died  

A. Hosea 11, Luke 12, and John 13  

1. are all touching stories.  

2. Perhaps seeing it analytically will open our eyes further:  
 
5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in 
the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but 
made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and 
coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a 
man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, 
even the death of the cross.  
 
– Philippians 2.5–8  

B. Paul said here is the way to think.  

C. Jesus was in the form of God in heaven, but  
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1. did not insist in staying that way in heaven.  

2. Therefore, He went from having a reputation in heaven  

a) to having no reputation on earth,  

b) being merely from Nazareth with an adoptive father, a mere carpenter.  

D. He the served in the form of God,  

1. took the form of a bondservant,  

2. that means of a slave.  

E. He humbled Himself further  

1. by becoming a man and then  

2. He went even further in His humility,  

a) dying as a man, but  

b) a normal death was not humble enough.  

(1) He chose the death of a Roman cross.  

(2) He allowed His creatures to torture Him to death.  

Exhortation:  

I. Why did the God of heaven  

A. stoop to feed His people,  

B. gird Himself to serve His people,  

C. kneel to wash their feet, and  

D. die for them?  

1. Why did He do these things in the Scriptures that I have shown you and  

2. why does He continue to do these things?  

II. What is the point of all this?  

A. Our God in heaven loves us to a degree that it is hard for us to comprehend.  

1. We have sinned,  

2. violating His will for us.  
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a) The judgment against us is a devil’s hell, and  

b) He does not want that for us.  

(1) He will go to any length  

(2) to show us that He wants to save us from that condemnation,  

B. Why then hold yourself back from His salvation? 


