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The Wealth of the Sinner Is Laid Up for the Righteous  
Why does the world exist?  

Proverbs 13.22  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • February 23, In the year of our Lord, 2020  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Phil Joseph – Psalm 105.37–45  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – No suggestions  

Prelude:  

I. Four years ago I gave a sermon with this same title.  

A. Today, I will use some of that same material again, and  

B. some new material  

1. that will prove valuable to our thinking, and  

2. I found have more passages that show too.  

II. What prompted me to do this sermon again are two things:  

A. First, I found a sermon that was preached in 1858  

1. in which the preacher believed  

2. that the laying of the telegraph cable in the Atlantic,  

a) connecting the United States with Europe,  

b) illustrated the providence and benevolent designs of God.  

B. Second, there is a text in Ephesians 1  

1. that I am teaching in my class on Sunday mornings,  

2. which I did not use in that sermon four years ago.  

a) As I prepared for my class a couple of weeks ago,  

b) I discovered more passages  

(1) that teach the same thing, and  

(2) so not sharing these things with you did not seem right to me.  

III. Why does the world exist?  

A. More precisely, why does the Lord bless the world,  

B. even the people and the nations who do not honor Him?  
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IV. A few years ago, I found Proverbs 13.22, that answers that question:  
 
22 A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s children,  
  But the wealth of the sinner is stored up for the righteous.  
  
  Proverbs 13.22  

A. The meaning of the second line evaded me.  

1. Does it mean that at some time I will get the wealth of the sinner?  

a) In some cases, that might be exactly how it happens,  

b) as it did with Mordecai in the Book of Esther, or  

c) as it did with Israel as they left Egypt.  

2. However, later, I came across a passage in First Corinthians  

a) that helped me to understanding the meaning, and  

b) other passages revealed to me the meaning also.  

B. Listen to other passages of Scripture confirm the truth of Proverbs 13:  
 
28 One who increases his possessions by usury and extortion  
 Gathers it for him who will pity the poor.  
 – Proverbs 28.8  
 
16 Though he heaps up silver like dust,  
 And piles up clothing like clay—  
17 He may pile it up, but the just will wear it,  
 And the innocent will divide the silver.  
 – Job 27.16–17  
 
26 For God gives wisdom and knowledge and joy to a man who is good in 
His sight; but to the sinner He gives the work of gathering and collecting, 
that he may give to him who is good before God. This also is vanity and 
grasping for the wind.  
– Ecclesiastes 2.26  

Persuasion:  

I. All Things Are Ours  



The Wealth of the Sinner Is Laid Up for the Righteous; Pro 13.22; 04429; Page   of  3 11

A. Now consider that First Corinthians passage to which I alluded earlier.  

1. Paul spoke against division in the church in Corinth because  

2. they followed various preachers rather than Christ, saying:  
 
21 Therefore let no one boast in men. For all things are yours: 22 
whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas, or the world or life or death, or 
things present or things to come—all are yours. 23 And you are Christ’s, 
and Christ is God’s.  
 
– 1 Corinthians 3.21–23  

a) All things are ours.  

b) One of those things that he mentioned is the world.  

(1) As we go through these texts,  

(2) you will see what the meaning is that the world is ours.  

B. Psalm 104 shows  

1. that the Earth serves man.  

2. If the earth serves man,  

a) should it surprise us  

b) that the earth serves the church?  
 
14 He causes the grass to grow for the cattle,  
  And vegetation for the service of man,  
  That he may bring forth food from the earth,  
15 And wine that makes glad the heart of man,  
  Oil to make his face shine,  
  And bread which strengthens man’s heart.  
 
  – Psalm 104.14–15  

C. Genesis 50 shows God using a nation and the earth for His people.  

1. God allowed or moved the brothers against Joseph.  

2. God allowed or had Joseph moved to prison.  
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3. God gave Pharaoh dreams.  

4. God allowed or caused the famine that brought Israel to Egypt.  

5. God gave Joseph the interpretation to Pharaoh’s dreams.  

6. Later, Joseph could see God’s hand in everything:  
 
20 “But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for 
good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people 
alive.”  
 
– Genesis 50.20  

D. Psalm 105 refers to the Exodus.  

1. However, the psalmist not only referred to the coming out of Egypt.  

2. He also spoke of what God gave Israel in the Land of Canaan:  
 
37 He also brought them out with silver and gold,  
  And there was none feeble among His tribes.  
 
44 He gave them the lands of the Gentiles,  
  And they inherited the labor of the nations,  
45 That they might observe His statutes  
  And keep His laws.  
  Praise the LORD!  
 
  – Psalm 105.37–45  

E. Isaiah 60 and 61 show more insight into Proverbs 13.22.  

1. You will see that it is not so much the world giving God’s people wealth.  

a) Rather it is the nations doing things for God’s people  

b) whether the nations know what they are doing or not.  

2. Nevertheless, the Lord is using them for the benefit of His people:  
 
5 Then you shall see and become radiant,  
 And your heart shall swell with joy;  
 Because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,  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 The wealth of the Gentiles shall come to you.  
 – Isaiah 60.5  
 
10 “The sons of foreigners shall build up your walls,  
 And their kings shall minister to you;  
 For in My wrath I struck you,  
 But in My favor I have had mercy on you.  
11 Therefore your gates shall be open continually;  
 They shall not be shut day or night,  
 That men may bring to you the wealth of the Gentiles,  
 And their kings in procession.  
12 For the nation and kingdom which will not serve you shall perish,  
 And those nations shall be utterly ruined.”  
 – Isaiah 60.10–16  
 
6 But you shall be named the priests of the LORD,  
 They shall call you the servants of our God.  
 You shall eat the riches of the Gentiles,  
 And in their glory you shall boast.  
 – Isaiah 61.6  

a) God used the nations, and  

b) their immense wealth and resources  

(1) to get things done for Israel then and  

(2) for the church now.  

(a) We are not an after thought,  

(b) we are God’s first thought and  

i) everything that this world offers,  

ii) He has made it available for the sake of His people.  

F. Isaiah shows 

1. that we should even see the leaders of the nations as God’s instruments.  

2. They think they serve themselves, but they serve God:  
 
44.28 Who says of Cyrus, “He is My shepherd,  
  And he shall perform all My pleasure,  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  Saying to Jerusalem, ‘You shall be built,’  
  And to the temple, ‘Your foundation shall be laid.’”  
 
45.4 “For Jacob My servant’s sake,  
  And Israel My elect,  
  I have even called you by your name;  
  I have named you, though you have not known Me.”  
 
  – Isaiah 44.28–45.4  

G.The Book of Ezra really shows this,  

1. showing the fulfillment of the Lord’s prophecy in Isaiah.  

2. Ezra began his Book with quoting Cyrus:  
 
2 Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: “All the kingdoms of the earth the 
LORD God of heaven has given me. And He has commanded me to build 
Him a house at Jerusalem which is in Judah. 3 Who is among you of all 
His people? May his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem 
which is in Judah, and build the house of the LORD God of Israel (He is 
God), which is in Jerusalem. 4 And whoever is left in any place where he 
dwells, let the men of his place help him with silver and gold, with goods 
and livestock, besides the freewill offerings for the house of God which is 
in Jerusalem.”  
 
– Ezra 1.2–4  

a) That is also true with the church today.  

b) Since we are Americans,  

(1) we can say it about all of our presidents without exception,  

(2) from our first president to our current president,  

(a) God has used our national leaders,  

(b) which is why He told us through Paul’s first letter to Timothy  

i) to pray for all of our politicians.  

ii) He directs (Pro 21.1), them according to our prayers.  

H.In Ephesians 1, after Paul declared  
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1. that the Father raised Jesus from the dead and then  

2. exalted Him to the right hand of the throne of God,  

a) placing Jesus far above all principality, power, might, and dominion,  

b) Paul then made this awesome declaration:  
 
22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head 
over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him 
who fills all in all.  
 
– Ephesians 1.22–23  

(1) Comparing that with all the other passages I have shown you,  

(2) Paul teaches that Jesus has that exalted position over all authorities  

(a) for the sake of the church.  

(b) What does the church need?  

i) Jesus uses the resources of this earth and of the nations  

ii) to see to it that we get it.  

3. His number one priority is the preaching of the gospel.  

a) Therefore,  

(1) the materials for printing of Bibles,  

(2) the roads and other means of transportation,  

(3) our advanced means of communication, and  

(4) you can just keep on listing all of the things  

(a) that we use or enjoy in our nation,  

(b) God has used the wealth of the nations for our benefit.  

b) Yes, we can use these things for our personal enjoyment, but  

(1) He does it primarily that we might fulfill His will on the earth.  

(2) His mission for us is that we do good works and spread His mes-
sage.  
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I. For example, He has caused or allowed men to invent the Internet  

1. for the spread of His gospel message.  

2. Think of this congregation’s web site.  

a) Over 1,100 people follow our web site.  

b) We have received over 66,000 visits since 2012.  

c) People from every nation on earth have visited our web site.  

II. Illustrating the Providence and Benevolent Designs of God  

A. This is the sermon that I mentioned earlier,  

1. preached by Joseph A. Copp  

2. in Chelsea, Massachusetts, just outside of Boston.  

B. He began with Job 12.9:  
 
9 “…the hand of the LORD has done this…”  
 
 – Job 12.9  

C. What he spoke about was the laying of the telegraph cable in the Atlantic,  

1. connecting North America with Europe,  

2. which reduced the time that a message could be delivered  

a) from 10 days by ship  

b) to a matter of minutes.  

D. He said,  
 
“An epoch worthy of commemoration and thankfulness dawns on us this 
holy day—worthy of most religious recognition, as coming from God.”  
 
“THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD IN THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE OCEAN 
TELEGRAPH, AND THE GOOD TO MANKIND IT MUST WORK, is the sub-
ject of our special consideration.”  
 
“The Christian cannot doubt that this interesting event, from first to last, is 
of God. It may indeed be the fruit of genius, courage and unwearied toil. 
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We would gladly ascribe all honor to the inventor, an illustrious son of 
Massachusetts, whose work confers glory on his country and his native 
State. But who inspired the fortunate train of thinking, which has led to the 
grand result? Who put it into the heart of the immortal Morse, to begin and 
maintain those tedious, expensive, and often disappointed experiments, 
through years of neglected toil and discouraged hope, which have to-day 
culminated in the last—greatest wonder of the world? The scientific discov-
erer himself, was the first to give the glory to God. Like Bezaleel, the son of 
Uri, he was “filled with the Spirit of God, in wisdom and understanding, and 
in knowledge.” His soul was touched by a spark brighter than electric light
—a spark of heavenly wisdom itself—and the truth burst forth upon him. In 
that first dispatch, which his own hand sent over the speaking wire, he 
demonstrated the reality of the wonderful invention, and laid its honor, at 
the same time, at the footstool of God.”  

E. There were many struggles in getting the telegraph invented by Mr. Morse,  

1. then when they laid the cable in the Atlantic,  

2. there were many problems, but  

a) Joseph Copp believed God allowed those problems  

b) so that man would see that the only way this thing was accomplished  

(1) was that the God of heaven had so willed it.  

(2) As Solomon once said:  
 
1 Unless the LORD builds the house,  
 They labor in vain who build it;  
 Unless the LORD guards the city,  
 The watchman stays awake in vain.  
 
 – Psalm 127.1  

F. Joseph Copp also said:  
 
“It is most interesting to know, that while the world of commerce and ambi-
tion,–while bankers and philosophers, cabinets of state, and faculties of sci-
ence, were contemplating the affair from their own stand-points, and in the 
light of their own peculiar interests and pursuits, there were others, on the 
land, and in the cabins of the Niagara, a chastened band, praying over it, in 
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the serene light of philanthropy and religion.”  

1. The USS Niagara was the ship from the United States  

2. that laid the cable and met another ship from Europe to splice the cable 
together.  

G.Listen to this quote, which is what I have been saying:  
 
“Merchants and capitalists projected the Atlantic Telegraph, with worldly 
views and for worldly ends. Selfishness, very likely, labored to accumulate 
the wealth, that first moved in the mighty enterprise; and selfishness, it may 
be, has employed the means and agencies that have accomplished it. But 
God knows how to overrule the worldly views and ends of man, and turn 
the plans and labors of the selfish to the account of his kingdom. Commerce 
builds ships for her own gains and glory, but Religion employs them to send 
the Bible and the Missionary to the heathen. Capitalists lay railroads, but 
along the iron track, Christianity and its literature, and its thousand appli-
ances for good and travel are diffused.”  

1. Could the church, even all the churches banding together,  

2. have accomplished such a task?  

a) No, and so can it be said of all other things that we use.  

b) Look at it this way:  

(1) In Romans 1, Paul expressed his desire to go to Rome:  
 
13 Now I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that I often 
planned to come to you (but was hindered until now), that I 
might have some fruit among you also, just as among the other 
Gentiles.  
 
– Romans 1.13  

(2) And Paul made it to Rome,  

(a) at government expense, but  

(b) as a prisoner and  

i) you do not see him complaining, but  
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ii) simply using it for the glory of God in the work of the 
church.  

H.Listen to this last quotation from Joseph Copp:  
 
“Thus, science and wealth have unwittingly laid their contributions at the 
feet of our blessed Redeemer, to be employed in the promulgation of that 
saving truth, for which he lived, suffered, and died, and now liveth forever 
more. This grand achievement belongs to Christ,–to the glory of his kingdom 
and the progress of his truth we would consecrate it this day. He, to whom 
God has given all things, rightly claims the telegraph as his own.”  

Exhortation:  

I. This does not mean that you or the church does not have to do anything  

A. that we can just kick back and  

B. God will provide everything.  

II. It does mean  

A. do not despair  

B. nor fret over how the world is going.  

1. God knows what is happening in our world.  

2. He shall use the nations for His people as He always has.  

III. It does mean  

A. be about our Father’s business, because  

B. He will use you to accomplish His will.  

IV. Do you believe these things?  

A. Trust Him with all your heart and  

B. do whatever He says to do, and  

1. He shall make the means available because  

2. He has the world doing all the magnificent things that it does  

a) for our sake that we might do His will. 


