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El Deah: The God of Knowledge  
Do not be arrogant about what you know, because God knows all  

First Samuel 2.3  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • December 15, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2019  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Wayne Duncan – Romans 11.33–36  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – Songs on God or knowledge  

Prelude:  

I. First Samuel 1 tells of Hannah, one of two wives of Elkanah,  

A. who could not bear children.  

B. Because of that  

1. the other wife provoked Hannah,  

2. making her miserable,  

a) evidently by mocking her  

b) for not being able to have children.  

II. Therefore, Hannah prayed to God,  

A. asking Him to give her a male child and  

B. she would give that boy to God forever.  

1. God heard her prayer and  

2. gave her a son.  

a) After she had weaned the boy,  

b) she brought him to Eli the high priest in Shiloh,  

(1) where the tabernacle was before it was set up in Jerusalem.  

(2) First Samuel 2 shows that her gratitude moved her to pray in part:  
 
3 “Talk no more so very proudly;  
 Let no arrogance come from your mouth,  
 For the LORD is the God of knowledge;  
 And by Him actions are weighed.”  
 
 – 1 Samuel 2.3  

C. Jehovah God knew her plight.  
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1. He considered what was going on with her and  

2. gladly granted her request,  

a) knowing that she would keep her vow.  

b) And it paid off, for that boy was Samuel,  

(1) the judge and prophet  

(2) who anointed the first two kings of Israel, and  

(a) he became a man that Hebrews 11  

(b) highlights as one of the great people of faith.  

III. The God of the Bible is the God who knows.  

A. What we know,  

1. He certainly knows, and  

2. He knows so much more.  

B. He knows us and all things fully, whereas,  

1. what we know of Him and of all other things  

2. does not even begin to compare to His knowledge.  

C. Nevertheless, we can know at least a little of him who knows us completely.  

Persuasion:  

I. Psalm 139.1–6 • The Wonders of God’s Knowledge  
 
1 O LORD, You have searched me and known me.  
2 You know my sitting down and my rising up;  
 You understand my thought afar off.  
3 You comprehend my path and my lying down,  
 And are acquainted with all my ways.  
4 For there is not a word on my tongue,  
 But behold, O LORD, You know it altogether.  
5 You have hedged me behind and before,  
 And laid Your hand upon me.  
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;  
 It is high, I cannot attain it.  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 – Psalm 139.1–6  

A. The Lord searches us and knows us  

1. as we cannot even do to ourselves.  

2. He knows us from the trivial matters of our lives to the deep things.  

a) He knows something as seemingly trivial as  

b) our sitting down and our rising up  

c) as though He sat right next to us.  

3. He knows things as deep as our thoughts,  

a) even if He does not seem close at hand.  

b) He can be far away and know what we are thinking.  

B. He can comprehend our path and our lying down,  

1. truly, He is acquainted with all our ways,  

2. including our words.  

a) He does not merely know every word we speak, but  

b) He knows every word we shall speak,  

(1) before any word is even on our tongues,  

(2) He already knows what we will say.  

C. He has hedged us behind and before, and  

1. has laid His hand upon us,  

2. determining the beginning and the ending  

a) of all parts of our lives and  

b) of our life itself.  

D. When David contemplated such knowledge, he concluded,  

1. that it was too wonderful for him,  

2. meaning that attaining such ability to know was out of his reach.  
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a) As humans we can certainly think many wonderful things, but  

b) to compare our ability to know with God’s ability to know  

(1) is like comparing a worm’s ability to know  

(2) with our ability to know.  

(a) You just cannot compare the thinking of a human  

(b) with the thinking of a worm, if a worm even thinks!  
 
8 “…My thoughts are not your thoughts,  
 Nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD.  
9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth,  
 So are My ways higher than your ways,  
 And My thoughts than your thoughts.”  
 
 – Isaiah 55.8–9  
 
25 …the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the 
weakness of God is stronger than men.  
 
– 1 Corinthians 1.25  

E. While David spoke these things of himself,  

1. Psalm 139 is in the Bible that we might apply it to ourselves.  

2. What David said of God’s knowledge of David  

a) can be said of God’s knowledge of all humans.  

b) Knowing one person so intimately astounds us, but  

(1) God has such knowledge  

(2) of not merely one person, but  

(a) of every person and  

(b) of everything in creation.  

i) He knows when a bird dies.  
 
29 “Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not 
one of them falls to the ground apart from your Father’s 
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will. 30 But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 
31 Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than 
many sparrows.”  
 
– Matthew 10.29–31  

ii) He knows all the stars by name.  
 
4 He counts the number of the stars;  
  He calls them all by name.  
5 Great is our Lord, and mighty in power;  
  His understanding is infinite.  
 
  – Psalm 147.4–5  
 
26 Lift up your eyes on high,  
  And see who has created these things,  
  Who brings out their host by number;  
  He calls them all by name,  
  By the greatness of His might  
  And the strength of His power;  
  Not one is missing.  
 
  – Isaiah 40.26  

II. Romans 11.33–36 • The Unsearchable Knowledge of God  

A. Paul revealed the mercy of God through Jesus upon sinners in 1.8–11.32.  

B. He concluded that section, saying,  
 
32 For God has committed them all to disobedience, that He might have 
mercy on all.  
 
– Romans 11.32  

1. Seeing how God worked with humanity,  

2. showing their need for salvation because of their sin, but  

a) that God did not do that to judge man,  
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b) rather God used it to show man mercy,  

(1) was too much for Paul to contemplate.  

(2) He could not contain himself.  

(3) He could not continue to write.  

C. Suddenly, he burst out with this wonderful praise of God,  
 
33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out!  
 
34 “For who has known the mind of the LORD?  
 Or who has become His counselor?”  
35 “Or who has first given to Him  
 And it shall be repaid to him?”  
 
36 For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glo-
ry forever. Amen.  
 
– Romans 11.33–36  

1. Not just the depth of the wisdom and knowledge of God, but  

a) the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God.  

b) Just how deep are those riches?  

2. Can we search out His judgments and ways completely?  

a) No, they are both unsearchable.  

b) They are past the ability of humanity to discover and to calculate.  

3. Paul only thought of quoting Scripture,  

a) namely, the Old Testament to verify his thoughts of God’s knowledge,   

b) quoting Isaiah, Jeremiah, and God in the Book of Job,  
 
13 Who has directed the Spirit of the LORD,  
 Or as His counselor has taught Him?  
 
 – Isaiah 40.13  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18 For who has stood in the counsel of the LORD,  
 And has perceived and heard His word?  
 Who has marked His word and heard it?  
 
 – Jeremiah 23.18  
 
11 “Who has preceded Me, that I should pay him?  
 Everything under heaven is Mine.”  
 
 – Job 41.11  

4. To substantiate that last quotation more, Paul then said  

a) that all things are of God,  

b) that all things are through God,  

c) that all things are to God.  

5. Truly then, to Him be the glory forever.  

a) To which Paul said, “Amen.”  

b) Can we say, “Amen” to that also?  

Exhortation:  

I. What more shall I say?  

A. For time would fail me to tell of His knowledge  

1. of each person here, including everyone’s  

a) heart,  

b) soul,  

c) spirit, and  

d) body,  

2. of all world affairs,  

3. of all animals,  

4. of the connections between all living things…  

a) The list never ends.  
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B. He knows us  

1. not to condemn us,  

a) although that can happen, but  

2. He knows us to help us, and  

a) He wants us to know Him.  

II. Do you know Him?  

A. You cannot know Him as He knows you, but  

B. you can know Him well, because  

1. He shows Himself  

a) in the word of God, known as the Bible, and  

b) in the Word, known as Jesus Christ.  

2. Know both forms of the Word and you shall know God.  

a) Do you want to know God?  

b) Why not know Him who knows you so intimately?  

(1) Submit to His Son as your Teacher, but  

(2) that requires dying to self and living for your New Teacher.  

III. Remember what Hannah said:  
 
3 “Talk no more so very proudly;  
 Let no arrogance come from your mouth,  
 For the LORD is the God of knowledge;  
 And by Him actions are weighed.”  
 
 – 1 Samuel 2.3  

A. That requires humility.  

B. We have to acknowledge that we do not know it all. 


