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Answering Atheists: Why We Need to Answer Them  
First Peter 3.15–16  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • December 11, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2019  

Prelude:  

I. The number of atheists in America is growing at an alarming rate.  

A. Even members of the Churches of Christ are becoming atheists.  

B. How did this happen?  

II. I think many reasons exist for this phenomenon.  

A. One is that young people have heard arguments for atheism  

1. that sounded good to them, and  

2. they did not know how to answer the arguments.  

B. Another is that they have heard atheists  

1. criticize religion, Christianity, the Bible, and God, and again  

2. the arguments sounded good to them, and  

a) they did not know how to defend their belief  

b) in God, the Scriptures, and so on.  

III. This is akin to Israel turning to idols.  

A. Why would the people who knew God turn to idols?  

B. There are many possible explanations, but  

1. the fact is a group of people who never should have  

2. abandoned belief in God did and turned to idols.  

a) It is the same thing with Christians  

b) who once knew and believed the Scriptures and God.  

IV. Whether it is former Christians or  

A. people who have never known God,  

1. we must know what they are saying and  

2. we must know how to answer them.  
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B. These are inadequate:  

1. That they just need to read the Bible  

2. Because the Bible says so  

3. Mocking their unbelief  

4. Calling April 1st Atheists Day  

V. Ephesians 2 does mention atheists.  

A. Paul reminded the brethren what they were before their conversion to Christ.  

B. Notice the last item in verse 12:  
 
12 …at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the common-
wealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope 
and without God in the world.  
 
– Ephesians 2.12  

1. In English we have: “without God in the world.”  

2. However, the Greek word Paul used was: a‡qeoi  

a) This can be translated as godless, ungodly, without God, or  

b) the basis of the word is theist with the alpha privative,  

(1) negating belief in God.  

(2) One who does not believe in God.  

Persuasion:  

I. Statistics  

A. Wikipedia  

1. In 2016, responding to a questionnaire,  

a) 10% of America’s population answered, No, to the question:  

b) “Do you believe in God?”  

(1) At that time, that translated into 32,312,751.  

2. 3.1% of Americans self described themselves as atheists,  
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a) which is 9,571,112 people.  

B. Gallup [See attached chart]  

C. Barna  

1. “Skeptics represent one-quarter of all unchurched adults (25%).”  

2. Five demographic shifts among skeptics  

a) They are younger  

b) They are more educated  

c) More of them are women  

d) They are more racially diverse  

e) They are more dispersed regionally  

3. Evolving Profile of Skeptics [See attached chart]  

4. Barna said: “Most skeptics think of Christian churches as:  

a) “Groups of people who share a common physical space and have 
some common religious views, but are not personally connected to 
each other in meaningful or life-changing ways 

b) “Organizations that add little, if any, value to their communities; their 
greatest value stems from the limited times they serve the needy in the 
community 

c) “Organizations that stand for the wrong things—wars, preventing gay 
marriage and a woman’s freedom to control her body, sexual and phys-
ical violence perpetrated on people by religious authority figures, mix-
ing religious beliefs with political policy and action 

d) “Led by people who have not earned their positions of influence by 
proving their love of humankind, and are thus not deserving of trust”  

5. “…atheism has shifted in the past 50 years from cultural anathema to 
something the ‘cooler’ kids are doing.”  

6. “Yet in spite of clear trends and obvious needs, our research suggests that 
most of the efforts of Christian ministries fail to reach much beyond the 
core of ‘Christianized’ America. It’s much easier to work with this already-
sympathetic audience than to focus on the so-called ‘nones.’ And it’s no 
mystery why: Figuring out how to effectively engage skeptics is difficult. 
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One of the unexpected results we uncovered is the limited influence of 
personal relationships on skeptics. They are considerably less relational 
and less engaged in social activities than the average American. Christians 
for whom ‘ministry is about relationships’ may be disappointed when they 
find that many skeptics are not as enamored of relational bonds as are 
those who are already a part of church life.”  

D. The Atlantic  

1. “No rich country prays nearly as much as the U.S, and no country that 
prays as much as the U.S. is nearly as rich.”  

2. “America’s unique synthesis of wealth and worship has puzzled in-
ternational observers and foiled their grandest theories of a global secular 
takeover.”  

3. “Stubbornly pious Americans threw a wrench in the secularization thesis. 
Deep into the 20th century, more than nine in 10 Americans said they be-
lieved in God and belonged to an organized religion, with the great ma-
jority of them calling themselves Christian. That number held steady—
through the sexual-revolution ’60s, through the rootless and anxious ’70s, 
and through the ‘greed is good’ ’80s.”  

4. “But in the early 1990s, the historical tether between American identity 
and faith snapped. Religious non-affiliation in the U.S. started to rise—and 
rise, and rise. By the early 2000s, the share of Americans who said they 
didn’t associate with any established religion (also known as ‘nones’) had 
doubled. By the 2010s, this grab bag of atheists, agnostics, and spiritual 
dabblers had tripled in size.”  

5. [See chart]  

6. “According to Christian Smith, a sociology and religion professor at the 
University of Notre Dame, America’s nonreligious lurch has mostly been 
the result of three historical events: the association of the Republican Party 
with the Christian right, the end of the Cold War, and 9/11.”  

7. “As the U.S.S.R. dissolved, so did atheism’s association with America’s 
nemesis. After that, ‘nones’ could be forthright about their religious indif-
ference, without worrying that it made them sound like Soviet apologists.”  

8. “Most important has been the dramatic changes in the American family…
just as stable families make stable congregations, family instability can 
destabilize the Church.”  
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9. “‘They know who they are by 30, and they don’t feel like they need a 
church to tell them,’ Smith said.”  

II. The Holy Spirit Tells Us to Answer Atheists  

A. First Peter 3 shows how to respond to anyone who questions us:  
 
15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a 
defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with 
meekness and fear; 16 having a good conscience, that when they defame you 
as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed.  
 
– 1 Peter 3.15–16  

1. First, is our own belief in the Lord.  

a) Do you believe with no doubts?  

b) Have we sanctified God in our hearts?  

(1) Consider Israel in the wilderness.  

(2) They believed in God, but they did not sanctify Him in their hearts.  

2. Second, we have to know the reason for the hope that is in us.  

a) We have to know the facts.  

b) We have to know how to reason from those facts.  

3. Third, we have to have the proper attitudes and behavior to back up what 
we say.  

B. Acts 17.22–31 shows Paul answering skeptics.  

III. Why Atheists Must Be Answered  

A. Our fellow-Christians,  

1. especially young people,  

2. need to hear the arguments against atheism and for theism.  

B. Many atheists have been converted.  

1. C. S. Lewis  

2. J. Warner Wallace  
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C. Jesus died for their souls and wants them saved.  

1. What Jesus wants, we want.  

2. We have to have a genuine love for their souls. 


