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For the New Year Resolve to Serve The Lord  
Joshua 24.14–24  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • December 22, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2019  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Jacob Noveske – Revelation 14.6–7 
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – No Suggestions  

Introduction: 

I. Joshua’s Last Recorded Speech  

A. Joshua gathered together all Israel and the leaders.  

B. He outlined what God had done for them,  

1. recalling their history from the calling of Abraham  

2. to the conquest of the land of Canaan.  

C. Joshua reminded them of their history of  

1. divine grace and mercy  

2. to urge them to serve the Lord, and Him alone.  

D. Let us consider the part of the speech  

1. in which he solemnly urged them  

2. to serve the Lord, 24.14–24.  

Persuasion: 

I. Joshua 24.14 • Serve the Lord  
 
14 “Now therefore, fear the LORD, serve Him in sincerity and in truth, and 
put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the River 
and in Egypt. Serve the LORD!”  
 
– Joshua 24.14  

A. Fear the Lord because of what He has done for you (vv. 1–13).  

1. Peter likewise said:  
 
17 Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor 
the king.  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– 1Pe 2.17   

2. In Revelation 14, John told us  

a. that he saw an angel flying in heaven  

b. with the everlasting gospel, and the angel was,  
 
7 saying with a loud voice, “Fear God and give glory to 
Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and wor-
ship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and 
springs of water.”  
 
– Rev 14.7  

3. Moreover, the reasons for fearing God are still the same.  

a. God has not changed, because  

b. He is the same forever.  

(1) He is still much more magnificent than us,  

(2) which should cause us to fear Him.  

B. Joshua also said to serve the Lord in sincerity and in truth.  

1. That is how the Lord loves and provides for us.  

2. He expects sincere and truthful service from us also.  

C. Joshua also told Israel to put away false gods.  

1. False gods are those things  

a. that people believe  

b. give them what only the true God can give.  

2. It might be an image before which people bow down.  

3. It might also be spiritual in nature.  

a. Colossians 3.5 says that covetousness is idolatry.  

b. Philippians 3.19 says that some make a god out of their 
belly.  
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c. Matthew 6 says that money can compete with God in our 
hearts.  

d. Almost anything can become our god, and  

(1) when anything does,  

(2) we have to put it away.  

D. Therefore, as Joshua urged, Serve the Lord!  

II. Joshua 24.15 Is It Evil to Serve the Lord?  
 
15 “And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves 
this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served 
that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in 
whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the 
LORD.”  

A. Does it seem evil to you to serve the Lord?  

1. After what Joshua said in verses 2–13,  

a. how could any Israelite ever think  

b. that it is evil to serve the Lord?  

2. Yet the history of Israel shows  

a. that often the people did think  

b. that it was evil to serve the Lord.  

3. Does it seem evil to you today to serve the Lord?  

a. Do you realize how God has blessed us?  

(1) How could we think  

(2) that it is evil to serve Him? 

4. Psalm 103.1–5 certainly ought to show us  
 
1       Bless the LORD, O my soul;  
  And all that is within me, bless His holy name!  
2  Bless the LORD, O my soul,  
 And forget not all His benefits:  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3  Who forgives all your iniquities,  
  Who heals all your diseases,  
4  Who redeems your life from destruction,  
 Who crowns you with lovingkindness and tender mercies,  
5  Who satisfies your mouth with good things,  
 So that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.  

B. If it does seem evil,  

1. choose whom you will serve.  

a. If you are not going to serve the Lord,  

b. whom will you serve? or  

c. what will you do instead?  

2. Why would you serve anything or anyone else?  

3. Think how futile it is to serve any kind of false god:  

a. Are you going to serve money,  

(1) which can vanish at any moment, and  

(2) which cannot love you? 

b. Are you going to serve the flesh,  

(1) which grows old and weak? 

c. Are you going to serve the various philosophical theories  

(1) that men have invented,  

(2) which are constantly changing?  

C. As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.  

III. Joshua 24.16–18 Serve the Lord For What He Has Done For You  
 
16 So the people answered and said: “Far be it from us that we should for-
sake the LORD to serve other gods; 17 for the LORD our God is He who 
brought us and our fathers up out of the land of Egypt, from the house of 
bondage, who did those great signs in our sight, and preserved us in all the 
way that we went and among all the people through whom we passed. 18 
And the LORD drove out from before us all the people, including the Amor-
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ites who dwelt in the land. We also will serve the LORD, for He is our 
God.” 

A. Israel was repulsed by the idea  

1. of forsaking the Lord and  

2. serving any other god.  

a. The people repeated what the Lord had done for them,  

b. showing that they understood Joshua.  

B. Remember what He has done for us.  

1. Why do we take the Lord’s Supper?  

a. Is it not to remember something very special  

b. that the Lord did for us?  

(1) Is there anything that we could value more  

(2) than the forgiveness of our sins?  

2. Can you name any good thing in life,  

a. either of the spirit or of the flesh,  

b. which God has not given to you?  

C. So the people confirmed that they would serve the Lord.  

1. You did the same thing when you were converted.  

a. Why should we serve the Lord?  

b. He is our God.  

2. Let us understand the full meaning of saying that He is our God.  

IV. Joshua 24.19–20 You Cannot Serve the Lord  
 
19 But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the LORD, for He is a 
holy God. He is a jealous God; He will not forgive your transgressions nor 
your sins. 20 If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, then He will 
turn and do you harm and consume you, after He has done you good.”  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A. You cannot serve the Lord, for He is holy.  

1. Do not take serving the Lord as a light matter.  

2. Do not think that you can serve Him and other gods.  

a. Comprehend His holiness and  

b. you will see why He demands exclusive service.  

(1) His holiness demands that everything and everyone  

(2) in His presence likewise be holy.  

c. He is intolerant of unholiness.  

B. He is jealous and unforgiving.  

1. He is a jealous God.  

a. He is the only true God,  

(1) making all others impostors, and  

(2) He knows it.  

b. He knows that He alone  

(1) is responsible  

(2) for our existence and our benefits.  

c. Therefore, it is utter foolishness  

(1) to ascribe Creatorship  

(2) to any god other than Jehovah God.  

2. God is very forgiving,  

a. if a person repents, but  

b. if we do not repent,  

c. He will not forgive.  

C. Joshua told Israel that if they forsook God,  

1. He would do them harm,  

2. although He had done them good.  
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V. Joshua 24.21–23 Incline Your Heart to Serve the Lord  
 
21 And the people said to Joshua, “No, but we will serve the LORD!” 22 So 
Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you 
have chosen the LORD for yourselves, to serve Him.” And they said, “We 
are witnesses!” 23 “Now therefore,” he said, “put away the foreign gods 
which are among you, and incline your heart to the LORD God of Israel.”  

A. Listen to their determination to serve the Lord.  

1. Even after hearing how serious of a matter it is to serve the Lord,  

2. the people were still willing to serve the Lord God.  

B. Their determination was a witness against them.  

1. They were not to fall back on their prior commitment to Him.  

2. It is not always easy to serve the Lord, for  

a. when the devil sees what you are doing  

b. he will come after you.  

C. Therefore, Joshua said  

1. to put away foreign gods and  

2. to incline their hearts to serve the Lord God.  

a. Everything begins in the heart,  

b. so incline your heart to the Lord.  

(1) Make up your mind for all time  

(2) that you are going to serve the Lord.  

(a) Fill your heart with the Lord and then  

(b) you will do as Joshua urged the people.  

VI. Joshua 24.24 Be Firm About Serving the Lord  
 
24 And the people said to Joshua, “The LORD our God we will serve, and 
His voice we will obey!”  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A. Be firm about serving the Lord your God.  

1. There are going to be tempting things  

2. that will make you want to cease serving the Lord.  

a. Are you sure  

b. that you really want to serve the Lord?  

(1) Will you continue to remember Him  

(2) during the times of prosperity?  

(a) Will you run to Him  

(b) during the times of adversity?  

B. Be firm about obeying His voice.  

1. Beware of someone telling you  

2. that you do not have to obey the Lord.  

a. Doing what the Lord says  

b. is absolutely essential to serving Him.  

Exhortation: 

I. Do not delay to serve the Lord.  

II. He has blessed you.  

A. God has done everything perfectly,  

B. including blessing us at the right time.  

1. Should He not receive our service now?  

2. You will gain more than you can imagine. 


