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To Celebrate or Not to Celebrate  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • December 22, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2019  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Dan Calvert – Galatians 4.1–5  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – Songs on Jesus  

Prelude:  

I. Should we follow the Scriptures?  

A. Yes, of course, but what does that mean?  

B. I think that we recognize  

1. that something may not be stated explicitly, but  

2. that it can still fall within biblical perimeters.  

a) For example, where does the Bible say anything about the following:  

(1) Two services on Sunday,  

(2) Wednesday classes,  

(3) Gospel Meetings,  

(4) Vacation Bible Schools,  

(5) Mother’s Day,  

(6) Father’s Day,  

(7) Leadership Training for Christ for our young people and so on.  

b) You recognize that although the Bible does not address those directly,  

(1) you can see how they fall within biblical teaching. ‘ 

(2) They are all ways for us to adhere to what the Bible teaches.  

II. Where does Christmas fall?   

A. Extreme views  

1. in either direction,  

2. on Christmas create confusion.  

B. As is often the case,  

1. it is somewhere between those extremes  
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2. that we find the proper and balanced position.  

III. To me, the greatest irony of Christmas is this:  

A. Christmas is the most materialistic day of the year,  

B. celebrating the birth of the most nonmaterialistic man who ever lived!  

IV. Can we  

A. rejoice in the birth of Christ our Lord or  

B. is it pagan to observe it all?  

1. One group wants nothing to do with it in anyway whatsoever.  

2. Another group wants to go all out and  

a) bring in all that the world has attached to the birth of Christ.  

b) What should we do?  

Persuasion:  

I. The Feast of Purim  

II. The Feast of Dedication (Hanukkah)  

III. Remembering the birth of Christ is not pagan!  

A. If so, please explain.  

B. A woman anointed the feet of Jesus without expressed authority – Luke 7  

IV. Rejoice When the World Recognizes the Spirit  

A. In the past, our local newspaper has placed the account of Jesus’ birth in the 
paper!  

B. Our National Motto  

V. Some Objections  

A. Some say that the Bible says  

1. we are to remember the death and resurrection of Jesus every Lord’s Day,  

2. implying that remembering or celebrating anything else denies this.  

3. Does that mean  
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a) we cannot think about the death and resurrection of Jesus  

b) any other day of the week?  

4. Yes, we take the Lord’s Supper only on the Lord’s Day because  

5. that is when the first century church observed it.  

B. Some say it is a pagan holiday.  

1. We have to be careful here.  

2. Remembering the birth of Jesus Christ is pagan?  

a) I understand what people mean when they say that, but  

b) I do not know  

(1) whether they understand what they affirm  

(2) when they make that statement.  

(a) Yes, there have been pagan things of the world  

(b) that the world’s largest church has attached Jesus’ birth.  

3. However, remembering and celebrating His birth is not pagan.  

VI. The Birth of Christ  

A. Jesus did not begin His existence with His conception in His mother’s womb,  

1. as is true with us, because  

2. He has always been.  

3. John 1.1–4  

B. There was great rejoicing at the birth of Christ because  

1. of who He is or was before taking on flesh.  

2. He was not just another boy being born into the world.  

a) He was the Lord,  

b) He was the Creator.  

VII.Reactions to the Birth of the Christ  

A. Matthew 2.9–11  
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1. The wisemen rejoiced.  

B. Luke 1.39–45  

1. Elizabeth blessed Mary.  

2. Her baby, John the Baptist, leaped in her womb for joy.  

C. Luke 1.46–47  

1. Mary magnified the Lord.  

2. Mary rejoiced in God her Savior.  

D. Luke 2.8–20  

1. The heavenly host praised God.  

2. The shepherds made it known widely.  

3. Everyone who heard marveled.  

4. Mary pondered what was said about Jesus.  

5. The shepherds glorified and praised God.  

E. The angels rejoiced.  

1. Elizabeth rejoiced.  

2. The shepherds rejoiced.  

3. The wise men rejoiced.  

4. His parents rejoiced.  

F. Should we not rejoice?  

Exhortation:  

I. In my judgment, we should seek a balanced way.  

A. Rejoice over the birth of the Word into this world.  

B. However, stay within biblical perimeters.  

1. Let your light shine at this time,  

2. even as you do the rest of the year.  

a) Show the people around you  
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b) that Jesus touches your life throughout the year.  

II. Without the birth of the Christ,  

A. we would not have had the death, resurrection, or ascension of Christ.  

B. To have those, we had to have the birth of Christ first.  

III. Just because someone else overdoes something,  

A. does not mean we should go to the other extreme and  

B. have nothing to do with it.  

IV. Moreover, Jesus was not born that we might celebrate His birth.  

A. He was born  

B. that He mighty die, and  

1. He died  

2. that He might be resurrected, and  

a) He was resurrected  

b) that He might ascend to His throne in heaven.  

V. He now sits at the right hand of the Father  

A. that we might receive forgiveness of sins.  

B. Matthew 1.20–21 


