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Jehovah Yated Aman Maqom:  
The Lord, Our Nail in a Firm Place  

Isaiah 22.15–25  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • June 7, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Carl Peugh – Revelation 3.7–8  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – Songs on Jesus and His steadfastness or things like that  

Prelude:  

I. This past week, I went to put a nail in a wall to hang a heavy clock.  

A. I was delighted when I hit a stud, because  

B. so often I do not.  

1. Usually there is not a stud where you want to hang something, but  

2. when you happen to get one it is great because  

a) now you can hang something heavy on it and  

b) not worry about it.  

II. Isaiah 22 speaks of a nail in a secure place.  

Persuasion:  

I. Isaiah 22.15–16 • A Man Who Was Not a Nail in a Firm Place  
 
15 Thus says the Lord GOD of hosts:  
 “Go, proceed to this steward [treasurer, king’s adviser, prime minister, DR],  
 To Shebna, who is over the house, and say:  
16 What have you here, and whom have you here,  
 That you have hewn a sepulcher here,  
 As he who hews himself a sepulcher on high,  
 Who carves a tomb for himself in a rock?”  

A. Second Kings 15 shows that this position held considerable power:  
 
5 Then the LORD struck the king, so that he was a leper until the day of his 
death; so he dwelt in an isolated house. And Jotham the king’s son was over 
the royal house, judging the people of the land.  
 
– 2 Kings 15.5  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1. He was like the prime minister of a modern nation.  

2. He would run the nation in the king’s absence.  

B. He had chosen for his tomb a place that was honorable,  

1. although he was not an honorable man.  

2. He wanted everyone to know him by the tomb he built.  

a) By the way, we have found the tomb this man was building,  

b) with an inscription identifying him.  

(1) Lord willing, when I go to Tel Moza outside of Jerusalem next year,  

(2) I will to see this inscription, photograph it, and show it to you.  

C. Later, he was replaced by Eliakim, having been demoted:  
 
3 And Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was over the household, Shebna the 
scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph, the recorder, came out to him.  
 
– Isaiah 36.3 (See also 37.2)  

1. The rest of Isaiah 22 shows this happening and  

2. it shows the manner in which the Lord eventually got rid of Shebna.  

D. Just remember  

1. that if you exalt yourself and  

2. not the one who holds your breath in His hands and owns all your ways,  

a) that you shall be like Shebna.  

b) Listen to what the Lord said about that.  

II. Isaiah 22.17–19 • The Prideful One Thrown Away  
 
17 “Indeed, the LORD will throw you away violently,  
 O mighty man,  
 And will surely seize you.  
18 He will surely turn violently and toss you like a ball  
 Into a large country;  
 There you shall die, and there your glorious chariots  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 Shall be the shame of your master’s house.  
19 So I will drive you out of your office,  
 And from your position he will pull you down.”  

A. The first line could be translated:  
 
“He will whirl thee round and round, and cast thee away.”  
 
– Lowth in Barnes, page 372  
 
 
“Thus it refers to the acton of throwing a stone with a sling, when the sling 
is whirled round and round several times before the string is let go, in order 
to increase the velocity of the stone. The idea is here, that God designed to 
cast him into a distant land, and that he would give such an impulse to him 
that he would be sent afar, so far that he would not be able to return again.”  
 
– Barnes, pages 372–373, Emphasis in original  

B. Even as the Lord cast Cain out of Eden,  

1. so the Lord would cast Shebna into another country,  

2. a large one,  

a) where he would be lost and without significance,  

b) remembering that this was the man who wanted a magnificent tomb  

(1) on a high rock in Jerusalem.  

(2) He wanted to be somebody, and  

(a) he wanted later generations to know about him, but  

(b) he would be thrown away in another place.  

C. Shebna wanted a tomb that was high up, and on or in a rock, but  

1. he forgot who made the rock,  

2. who makes kings and their advisers.  

III. Isaiah 22.20–23 • A Man Who Would Be a Nail in Firm Place  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20 “Then it shall be in that day,  
 That I will call My servant Eliakim the son of Hilkiah;  
21 I will clothe him with your robe  
 And strengthen him with your belt;  
 I will commit your responsibility into his hand.  
 He shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem  
 And to the house of Judah.  
22 The key of the house of David  
 I will lay on his shoulder;  
 So he shall open, and no one shall shut;  
 And he shall shut, and no one shall open.  
23 I will fasten him as a peg in a secure place,  
 And he will become a glorious throne to his father’s house.  
 
24 “They will hang on him all the glory of his father’s house, the offspring and 
the posterity, all vessels of small quantity, from the cups to all the pitchers. 25 
In that day,” says the LORD of hosts, “the peg that is fastened in the secure 
place will be removed and be cut down and fall, and the burden that was on it 
will be cut off; for the LORD has spoken.”  

A. The Lord had Isaiah speak to Shebna about the man who would replace him.  

1. Ouch!  

2. The things that Shebna sought for himself,  

a) the Lord would give to Eliakim, because  

b) Eliakim was the Lord’s servant,  

(1) not a servant to himself or  

(2) one who sought to have others honor and serve him.  

B. I do not know what Shebna thought of Eliakim, but look at verse 21:  

1. Eliakim will wear Shebna’s robe.  

2. Eliakim will be strengthened with Shebna’s belt.  

3. Eliakim will take over Shebna’s responsibility.  

4. Eliakim would be the father-like figure  

a) to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and  
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b) to the house of Judah,  

(1) which is how Shebna thought of himself evidently.  

C. Verse 22 magnifies the authority of Eliakim:  

1. He would have the key of the house of David!  

a) The key was large and  

b) would hang from the shoulder.  

2. This would allow him  

a) to open and no one would be able to shut,  

b) to shut and no one would be able to open.  

D. Verse 23 further humiliated Shebna and exalted Eliakim:  

1. The Lord would not throw Eliakim to a large far country, but  

2. would fasten him as a peg, a nail, in a secure place.  

a) Everything Shebna wanted for himself,  

b) the Lord would give to Eliakim.  

(1) Then the Lord added that Eliakim  

(2) would become a glorious throne to his father’s house.  

E. The peg here is the spike used to secure the cords of a tent.  

1. Also, it meant the nail or spike in a wall  

2. onto which you could hang clothing and tools.  
 
“The houses were usually made of stone; and strong iron hooks, or 
spikes, were worked into the mortar while soft, and they answered the 
double purpose of nails to hang things on, and of cramp-irons, as they 
were so bent as to hold the walls together.”  
 
– Barnes  

a) You could hang suits of armor, shields, helmets, swords, et al., because  

b) they were very stout, and could not be removed.  
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(1) Eliakim served or would serve as such, as verse 24 shows.  

F. God humbles one and exalts another.  

1. Who was Eliakim?  

a) We do not know.  

b) He came from obscurity.  
 
“…God glorifies obscurity; he brings forward unknown men to do 
great public work. Who can tell how God is training men in secret 
now? Young men, take heart; men working in obscure places, do not 
be discouraged: God keeps a perfect register of all his servants, and 
he knows well all their capacities and functions, and at the right time 
he will say, Come, stand up; O thou least among the children of men, 
go to the front, and I will crown thee with strength.”  
 
– Joseph Parker, Preaching Through the Bible  

2. Truly,  
 
17 “…The Most High rules in the kingdom of men,  
 Gives it to whomever He will,  
 And sets over it the lowest of men.”  
 
 – Daniel 4.17  

IV. Jehovah Yated Aman Maqom: The Lord, Our Nail in a Firm Place  

A. The point of my sermon is that Jesus is our Eliakim.  

1. Jesus wears a royal robe and belt:  
 
13 and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, 
clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with 
a golden band.  
 
– Revelation 1.13  

2. The Father has committed the responsibility,  

a) the authority of all the kings and rulers of the earth  
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b) into the hand of Jesus Christ:  
 
15 Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in 
heaven, saying, “The kingdoms of this world have become the king-
doms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and 
ever!”  
 
– Revelation 11.15  

3. Jesus is a like a father to us, He is our Brother who looks after us.  
 
11 For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all 
of one, for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren, 12 
saying:  
 
 “I will declare Your name to My brethren;  
 In the midst of the assembly I will sing praise to You.”  
 
 – Hebrews 2.11–12  

4. Jesus has the key of the house of God.  

a) Now, listen to Revelation 3.  

b) Amazingly, the commentaries do not say much about this connection.  
 
7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, These things 
says He who is holy, He who is true, ‘He who has the key of David, 
He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens…’”  
 
– Revelation 3.7  

(1) Jesus in His dictation to John  

(2) purposely quoted Isaiah 22.22,  

(a) making the point that Eliakim was as a type of the Christ, and  

(b) that Jesus is our nail in a firm and secure place.  

B. The goings on in our nation shows what we need from Jesus.  

1. We can hang our all, our everything  
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2. upon Jesus the Nail Driven in a Firm Place.  

a) Jesus is:  

b) Jehovah Yated Aman Maqom: The Lord Our Nail in a Firm Place  

3. Therefore, He is a glorious throne in the house of His Father,  

a) although he like Eliakim arose from obscurity:  
 
1 Who has believed our report?  
  And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?  
2 For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant,  
  And as a root out of dry ground.  
  He has no form or comeliness;  
  And when we see Him,  
  There is no beauty that we should desire Him.  
 
  – Isaiah 53.1–2  
 
 
46 And Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?”  
 
– John 1.46  

(1) If He was the One of whom Moses and the prophets wrote,  

(2) how come no one knew Him?  

(a) You can see Nathanael’s reasoning.  

(b) And especially to be of Nazareth!  

Exhortation:  

I. With the events of the past week or so,  

A. what is in store for our nation after the presidential election?  

B. Well, do not put your hopes on anything of man’s.  

II. Hang your hope on our Nail in a Firm Place.  

A. Be saved from this crooked generation.  

B. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and submit to baptism for…


