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Black Lives Matter, Yes  
BlackLivesMatter.com, No  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • June 14, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Nash Crisp – John 3.14–18  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – Jesus Loves the Little Children  

Persuasion:  

I. Black Lives Matter, Yes  

A. God Loves the World  
 
16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  
 
– John 3.16  

1. Jesus did not say “Israel,” but the world  

2. Who does this exclude?  

a) If it did not exclude the Jews whom Peter accused of crucifying Jesus,  

b) then it does not exclude anyone, period.  

B. The Promise  

1. Genesis 12.3  
 
3c “And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  
 
– Genesis 12.3  

2. Genesis 18.17–18  
 
17 And the LORD said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing,  18 
since Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the 
nations of the earth shall be blessed in him?”  
 
– Genesis 18.17–18  

3. Genesis 22.18  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18 “In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because 
you have obeyed My voice.”  
 
– Genesis 22.18  

4. Genesis 26.4–5  
 
4 “And I will make your descendants multiply as the stars of heaven; I 
will give to your descendants all these lands; and in your seed all the na-
tions of the earth shall be blessed; 5 because Abraham obeyed My voice 
and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes, and My laws.”  
 
– Genesis 26.4–5  

C. The Great Commission  

1. Matthew 28.18–20  
 
18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been 
given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples 
of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I 
have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of 
the age.” Amen.  
 
– Matthew 28.18–20  

2. Mark 16.15–16  
 
15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature. 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he 
who does not believe will be condemned.”  
 
– Mark 16.15–16  

3. Luke 24.46–47  
 
46 Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary 
for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, 47 and 
that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to 



Black Lives Matter; 04462; Page   of  3 9

all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.”  
 
– Luke 24.46–47  

D. The Ethiopian Treasurer, which I will preach on in July, Lord willing.  

E. There Is Only One Race  
 
26 “[God] has made from one [man] every nation of men to dwell on all the 
face of the earth, and has determined their preappointed times and the 
boundaries of their dwellings, 27 so that they should seek the Lord, in the 
hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from 
each one of us; 28 for in Him we live and move and have our being, as also 
some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are also His offspring.’ 29 There-
fore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Di-
vine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art and 
man’s devising.”  
 
– Acts 17.26–29  

1. Technically, you cannot have racism at all, because  

a) we are all the same race,  

b) the human race, for  

(1) we have all descended from Grandpa Adam and Grandma Eve,  

(2) or even closer in time, from Father and Mother Noah.  

2. However, it is my judgment that the teaching of evolution  

a) has promoted the belief that there are different races of people.  

b) Just think of the full title of Charles Darwin’s book,  

(1) which most people know as, The Origin of Species, but  

(2) in those days book titles tended to be long.  

(a) The full title actually reads,  
 
The Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection or the 
Preservation of Favoured Races in the Struggle for Life  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c) Clear back in 1868 and 1869 Sir Archibald Geikie observed:  
 
“… what specially struck me was the universal sway which the writ-
ings of Darwin now exercise over the German mind” (Nature, No-
vember 4, 1869, Vol. 1, p. 22).  

(1) You know the result of that German thinking.  

(2) Unfortunately it is going on here in America.  

3. My point is this:  

a) There is not a black race and a white race,  

b) nor all the alleged races in between.  

(1) Every single male on this earth is my brother.  

(2) Every single female on this earth is my sister.  

F. God Does Not Look at the Outward  

G.We Are to Be Impartial  

H.Finally, if I think you are excluded because of the amount of melanin  

1. that you have in your skin,  

2. what makes me think that I have the right amount?  

a) My skin has changed over the years.  

b) Has your skin changed over the years?  

II. BlackLivesMatter.com, No  

A. Like anything,  

1. you will find things with which you agree and  

2. things that speak truth, but  

a) like anything not rooted in the Scriptures,  

b) you will find things that move you to disagree.  

(1) That is the case with Black Lives Matter the organization.  

(2) I have shown enough  
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(a) that you might know biblical doctrine on this subject.  

(b) Now, I want to major conflict with biblical doctrine.  

B. I did not want to get my information from what others say, but  

1. straight from them, for  

2. that is what I want people to do with me.  

C. First, for many people—and  

1. whether this includes people from this organization, I do not know— 

2. if you say that All Lives Matter, or  

a) if you pick a group other than Blacks, such as Blue Lives Matter,  

b) people will say that you are not getting the point.  

3. However, notice what their web site says:  
 
“We work vigorously for freedom and justice for Black people and, by 
extension, all people.”  
 
“To love and desire freedom and justice for ourselves is a prerequisite for 
wanting the same for others.”  

a) To me, that is saying that All Lives Matter.  

b) They believe that they are not getting it for themselves, and  

(1) whether you agree or disagree with that,  

(2) I wanted to point it out because  

(a) people who look down on the expression All Lives Matter,  

(b) may not realize that they are not representing the organization.  

i) If it is people from the organization,  

ii) they need to reread their beliefs,  

(1) just as we need to reread our biblical beliefs.  

(2) Better yet, I wish everyone would read the Scriptures.  
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III. Homosexuality  
 
“We make space for transgender brothers and sisters to participate and lead.”  
 
“We are self-reflexive and do the work required to dismantle cisgender privi-
lege and uplift Black trans folk, especially Black trans women who continue to 
be disproportionately impacted by trans-antagonistic violence.”  
 
“We foster a queer-affirming network. When we gather, we do so with the in-
tention of freeing ourselves from the tight grip of heteronormative thinking, or 
rather, the belief that all in the world are heterosexual (unless s/he or they dis-
close otherwise).”  

A. What is “cisgender”?  
 
“Cisgender (sometimes cissexual, often abbreviated to simply cis) is a term 
for people whose gender identity matches their sex assigned at birth.”  

1. People with a new movement in modern times,  

2. often come up with a new vocabulary to fit their psychological dogma.  

B. What do the Scriptures say on homosexuality?  

1. Romans 1.26–27  
 
26 For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their 
women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. 27 Likewise 
also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust 
for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiv-
ing in themselves the penalty of their error which was due.  
 
– Romans 1.26–27  

2. First Corinthians 6.9–10  
 
9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of 
God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adul-
terers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, 
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of 
God.  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– 1 Corinthians 6.9–10  

C. This does not advocate violence toward anyone.  

IV. The Family  
 
“We make our spaces family-friendly and enable parents to fully participate 
with their children. We dismantle the patriarchal practice that requires moth-
ers to work ‘double shifts’ so that they can mother in private even as they par-
ticipate in public justice work.”  
 
“We disrupt the Western-prescribed nuclear family structure requirement by 
supporting each other as extended families and ‘villages’ that collectively care 
for one another, especially our children, to the degree that mothers, parents, 
and children are comfortable.”  

A. There are already plenty of forces seeking to destroy the family.  

B. We do not more.  

1. We want to follow whatever the Bible says about family.  

2. Whenever man tampers with the biblical message on family,  

a) it proves disastrous, such as with  

b) polygamy,  

c) divorce for any reason,  

d) abortion,  

e) open marriages,  

f) merely living together,  

g) homosexuality, et al.  

C. It is written:  
 
3 But I want you to know that the head of every man is Christ, the head of 
woman is man, and the head of Christ is God.  
 
– 1 Corinthians 11.3  
 



Black Lives Matter; 04462; Page   of  8 9

 
16 To the woman He said:  
 
  “I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception;  
  In pain you shall bring forth children;  
  Your desire shall be for your husband,  
  And he shall rule over you.”  
 
  – Genesis 3.16  

Exhortation:  

I. There might be other matters that are problematic, but  

A. I think these are sufficient to show strong disagreement with the organization.  

B. We all have to discipline ourselves not to see  

1. Scripture through whatever lens represents our cause, but  

2. we have to see our cause, the world, and ourselves  

a) through the lens of Scripture.  

b) Do not see things as man sees them, but as God sees them.  

II. Whatever shade of your skin color,  

A. every single one of us has a major problem.  

B. It is that problem that must be eradicated.  

1. Fix that problem and  

2. other matters will be fixed.  

III. What is that problem?  
 
21 But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being 
witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of God, 
through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no dif-
ference; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God…  
 
– Romans 3.21–23  

A. First Paul revealed the solution,  
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B. stating that the solution is for all and on all who believe.  

1. Then he declared why the solution is available for all people:  

2. There is no difference between, because  

a) we have all sinned and, therefore,  

b) fall short of the glory of God.  

IV. Please believe in, have faith in, the Lord Jesus Christ.  

A. He is the only one who can save you from the sins I read earlier:  
 
9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of 
God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 
nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunk-
ards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God.  
 
– 1 Corinthians 6.9–10  

B. If you believe in Him,  

1. if you want to turn your life around,  

2. let Him now wash away your sins,  

a) which He will do  

b) when you submit to water baptism. 


