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Canaanite Child Sacrifice, Abortion, and the Bible  
Quotations are from: “Canaanite Child Sacrifice, Abortion, and the Bible,” by Henry B. Smith, Jr., The Journal 

of Ministry and Theology 
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • June 21, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Nash Crisp – Deuteronomy 12.29–31  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – No Suggestions  

Persuasion:  

I. Killing Children in Ancient Times  

A. Archaeological evidence shows Carthage  
 
“The engravings found on the funerary stelae at Carthage are devastating to 
the skeptical position. Under the stelae are urns containing the burnt re-
mains of the children. It is estimated that there are tens of thousands of 
them. Inscribed on many of the stelae is a certain Semitic inscription, mlk, 
which may have a very close connection to the OT. Hebrew, like other Sem-
itic languages, was originally written without vowels. Based on epigraphical 
studies by Paul Mosca, these Semitic inscriptions have been translated as 
mulk. Stager explains the meaning: ‘Mulk is a technical word in Semitic for 
a live sacrifice fulfillment of a Tophet vow, just as other Semitic words are 
used to indicate cereal offerings and other kinds of animal sacrifices.’ The 
Semitic inscription mlk is compelling evidence that the children were still 
alive when they were brought to the sacrificial ritual, verified by the histori-
cal sources previously cited.”  

1. In some cases it appears that the children were killed first,  

2. then offered to the gods as a burnt sacrifice.  

a) Jerusalem adopted this practice:  

b) Ezekiel 16.20–21  
 
20 “Moreover you took your sons and your daughters, whom you 
bore to Me, and these you sacrificed to them to be devoured. Were 
your acts of harlotry a small matter, 21 that you have slain My chil-
dren and offered them up to them by causing them to pass through 
the fire?  
 
– Ezekiel 16.20–21  



Canaanite Child Sacrifice, Abortion, and the Bible; 04467; Page   of  2 5

3. Molech in the Old Testament seems to be the same mlk:  
 
“Solomon became ensnared by foreign gods, erecting high places in 
honor of both Chemosh and Molech (1 Kgs 11:7). Stager and Wolff sug-
gest the possibility that Molech, also mentioned in Jeremiah 32:35 and 2 
Kings 23:10, may be better translated as mulk. The same Hebrew conso-
nants (מלך) that appear in the biblical texts commonly translated as 
‘Molech’ are the same Semitic consonants found on the funerary stelae 
at Carthage, mlk.  

a) Molech, ancient Hebrew only had the consonants = MLCH or MLK.  

B. Romans  

C. Aztecs  

D. Mayans  

E. Spartans   

F. Canaanites  

G.Israel adopted the ways of the Canaanites:  

1. Ezekiel 23.39  
 
39 For after they had slain their children for their idols, on the same day 
they came into My sanctuary to profane it; and indeed thus they have 
done in the midst of My house.”  
 
– Ezekiel 23.39  

2. Second Kings 17.14–17  
 
15 And they rejected His statutes and His covenant that He had made 
with their fathers, and His testimonies which He had testified against 
them; they followed idols, became idolaters, and went after the nations 
who were all around them, concerning whom the LORD had charged 
them that they should not do like them… 17 And they caused their sons 
and daughters to pass through the fire, practiced witchcraft and sooth-
saying, and sold themselves to do evil in the sight of the LORD, to pro-
voke Him to anger.  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– 2 Kings 17.14–17  

3. Second Chronicles 28.2–3 speaking of King Ahaz of Judah  
 
2 For he walked in the ways of the kings of Israel, and made molded im-
ages for the Baals. 3 He burned incense in the Valley of the Son of Hin-
nom, and burned his children in the fire, according to the abominations 
of the nations whom the LORD had cast out before the children of Israel.  
 
– 2 Chronicles 28.2–3  

4. Second Chronicles 33.6 says of King Manasseh of Judah  
 
6 Also he caused his sons to pass through the fire in the Valley of the Son 
of Hinnom; he practiced soothsaying, used witchcraft and sorcery, and 
consulted mediums and spiritists. He did much evil in the sight of the 
LORD, to provoke Him to anger.  
 
– 2 Chronicles 33.6  

5. The Hebrew word tophet referred to the open air sanctuary where child 
sacrifice happened.  

a) The word means “roaster” or “place of burning.”  

b) The word is found in:  

(1) Second Kings 23.10 shows some of the good that King Josiah did  
 
10 And he defiled Topheth, which is in the Valley of the Son of 
Hinnom, that no man might make his son or his daughter pass 
through the fire to Molech.  
 
– 2 Kings 23.10  

(2) Jeremiah 7.31–32  
 
31 “And they have built the high places of Tophet, which is in the 
Valley of the Son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their daugh-
ters in the fire, which I did not command, nor did it come into 
My heart. 32 Therefore behold, the days are coming,” says the 
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LORD, “when it will no more be called Tophet, or the Valley of 
the Son of Hinnom, but the Valley of Slaughter; for they will bury 
in Tophet until there is no room.”  
 
– Jeremiah 7.31–32  

H.Is abortion different?  

1. It is no coincidence that America is flooded in sexual promiscuity and  

2. that over 80% of abortions are done on unmarried girls and women.  

II. Many Reasons for Sacrificing Children and for Abortion  

A. Convenience  

B. Sexual promiscuity  

C. Population control  

D. Handicapped children  

E. Children get in the way of personal advancement  

III. Children Are from God  

A. Genesis 21.1–2  
 
1 And the LORD visited Sarah as He had said, and the LORD did for Sarah 
as He had spoken. 2 For Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old 
age, at the set time of which God had spoken to him.  
 
– Genesis 21.1–2  

B. Genesis 25.21  
 
21 Now Isaac pleaded with the LORD for his wife, because she was barren; 
and the LORD granted his plea, and Rebekah his wife conceived.  
 
– Genesis 25.21  

C. Genesis 30.22–23  
 
22 Then God remembered Rachel, and God listened to her and opened her 
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womb. 23 And she conceived and bore a son, and said, “God has taken 
away my reproach.”  
 
– Genesis 30.22–23  

D. First Samuel 1.20  
 
20 So it came to pass in the process of time that Hannah conceived and 
bore a son, and called his name Samuel, saying, “Because I have asked for 
him from the LORD.”  
 
– 1 Samuel 1.20  

E. Luke 1.13  
 
13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is 
heard; and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his 
name John.”  
 
– Luke 1.13  

F. God creates the child in the womb  

1. Job 10.8–12  

2. Job 31.15  

3. Second Kings 8.12  

4. Psalm 139.13–16  

5. Ecclesiastes 11.5  

6. Isaiah 44.2  

7. Jeremiah 1.4–5  

8. Amos 1.13  

9. Luke 1.15  

10.Luke 1.41–44  

11.Galatians 1.15–16


