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Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory  
The fight for America is the fight for God’s truth  

Isaiah 26.2  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • July 5, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Billy Henshall – Isaiah 26.3–4  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – No Suggestions  

Prelude:  

I. The challenge before us is:  

A. Can we, will we, maintain our faith in God  

B. that He will see us through our current trying times?  

II. Our nation and the church have endured much worse times than these.  

A. Think about the Revolutionary War.  

B. The Civil War was perhaps our darkest moment. [slides] 

C. Then there were two World Wars and the Great Depression.  

D. There is a song that helped get us through the Civil War and  

1. it has been used many times since.  

2. For example… 

III. After the terrorists attacks of September 11, 2001,  

A. a service was held at the National Cathedral in Washington, D. C.  

B. There they all sang, “The Battle Hymn of the Republic.”  

IV. It was during the Civil War  

A. that Julia Ward Howe and her husband  

B. went to see Union troops in Washington, D. C., and  

1. they heard the troops singing a song called, “John Brown’s Body.”  

2. In 1859, John Brown tried to start a war to free the slaves.  

a) Thus, the troops sang in his honor.  

b) Before it was a song about John Brown,  

(1) the tune was used with other words  
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(2) for a religious gathering, “Say, Brothers.”  

V. This is what the Library of Congress says:  
 
“Great songs sometimes seem to have a life of their own and survive by adapt-
ing to changing times and sensibilities. The song we now know as “The Battle 
Hymn of the Republic” has endured for more than 150 years and during that 
time underwent several dramatic changes in personality, as different writers 
and singers adapted it to meet their needs.  
 
“The original version was a religious camp meeting song written in the 1850s 
and began ‘Say, brothers, will you meet us? On Canaan’s happy shore?’ The 
song eventually spread to army posts, where its steady rhythm and catchy cho-
rus made it a natural marching song.  
 
“Soon, though, a new version appeared that hitched the old tune to a more 
militant cause. When the abolitionist John Brown was executed in 1859, 
someone created a new, fiercer set of lyrics; the song now declared that ‘John 
Brown’s body lies a-mouldering in the grave. His soul is marching on!’  
 
“By the time the Civil War began in 1861, the John Brown version of the song 
had spread throughout the Union army. Soldiers added new verses as they 
marched through the South, including one that promised to hang Jefferson 
Davis, the president of the Confederacy, from a tree. Meanwhile, Confederate 
soldiers answered back with their own version, in which John Brown was 
hanging from a tree.  
 
“The version that we know today came to be when an abolitionist author, Julia 
Ward Howe, overheard Union troops singing ‘John Brown’s Body’ and was in-
spired to write a set of lyrics that dramatized the rightness of the Union cause. 
Within a year this new hymn was being sung by civilians in the North, Union 
troops on the march, and even prisoners of war held in Confederate jails.”  

VI. She liked the tune, but  

A. thought the words were not catchy.  

B. Her preacher suggested that she write a new song for the same tune.  

1. She and her husband went to their room.  

2. Here is how she spent the night:  
 
“I went to bed and slept as usual, but awoke the next morning in the 
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gray of the early dawn, and to my astonishment found that the wished-
for lines were arranging themselves in my brain. I lay quite still until the 
last verse had completed itself in my thoughts, then hastily arose, saying 
to myself, I shall lose this if I don’t write it down immediately. I searched 
for an old sheet of paper and an old stub of a pen which I had had had 
the night before, and began to scrawl the lines almost without looking, as 
I learned to do by often scratching down verses in the darkened room 
when my little children were sleeping. Having completed this, I lay down 
again and fell asleep, but not before feeling that something of impor-
tance had happened to me.”  

C. She submitted her song to The Atlantic Monthly, and  

1. the magazine published it in February 1862.  

2. They sent her a check for…$5.00!  

a) That would equal in today’s dollars: $126.93!  

b) Here is her song as it was originally published:  
 
Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord:  
He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored;  
He hath loosed the fateful lightning of His terrible swift sword:  
His truth is marching on.  
 
I have seen Him in the watch-fires of a hundred circling camps,  
They have builded Him an altar in the evening dews and damps;  
I can read His righteous sentence by the dim and flaring lamps:  
His day is marching on.  
 
I have read a fiery gospel writ in burnished rows of steel:  
“As ye deal with my contemners, so with you my grace shall deal;  
Let the Hero, born of woman, crush the serpent with his heel,  
Since God is marching on.”  
 
He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat;  
He is sifting out the hearts of men before His judgment-seat:  
Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer Him! be jubilant, my feet!  
Our God is marching on.  
 
In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea,  
With a glory in his bosom that transfigures you and me:  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As he died to make men holy, let us die to make men free,  
While God is marching on.  

(1) Most song books have four verses, but ours only has three.  

(2) Our books have left out verses 2 and 3.  

VII.At a rally once,  

A. someone sang a solo of this song, and  

B. President Abraham Lincoln was in attendance.  

1. The stirring nature of the song and  

2. what his nation was experiencing  

a) had a profound affect upon him,  

b) so much so that with tears running down his cheek, he shouted,  
 
“Sing it again!”  

(1) When the president of the United States  

(2) tells you to sing a song again,  

(a) you sing the song again.  

(b) He was obviously very impressed.  

VIII.It has puzzled me that the Black Lives Matter organization  

A. wants to dispense with him and Ulysses S. Grant.  

B. Yet, this song and Lincoln’s Gettysburg address help me to see why.  

1. For Abraham Lincoln his whole existence,  

2. the nation’s whole existence,  

a) is in God, in His truth,  

b) it is about the church, and the message of the Bible.  

(1) Both North and South believed those things back in those days.  
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(2) The Black Lives Matter organization, Antifa, and the other anar-
chists running loose in America today,  

(a) are Marxists or communists.  

(b) BLM was founded by lesbian women.  

i) They want everything with any biblical resemblance gone.  

ii) That is why you see statues coming down and other things.  

IX. Now, consider spiritual nature of this song.  

Persuasion:  

I. The Coming of the Lord [Sing with slides, including the chorus]  
 
Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord:  
He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored;  
He hath loosed the fateful lightning of His terrible swift sword:  
His truth is marching on.  

A. Mrs. Howe saw the Lord at work in the nation and in the Union troops.  

B. The Lord pours out his wrath when men insist and persist on their sin.  

1. How much does the Bible teach this truth?  

a) The Old Testament reveals this happening to many nations.  

(1) Judges  

(2) Chronicles  

(3) The Prophets  

b) The New Testament shows us heading toward the Judgment Day.  

2. The sin of early America was enslaving others to do the work of plantation 
owners.  

a) The Bible often pictures God’s wrath as trampling the grapes,  

b) making nations the wine cup of his wrath.  
 
2 Why is Your apparel red,  
  And Your garments like one who treads in the winepress?  
3 “I have trodden the winepress alone,  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  And from the peoples no one was with Me.  
  For I have trodden them in My anger,  
  And trampled them in My fury;  
  Their blood is sprinkled upon My garments,  
  And I have stained all My robes.”  
 
  – Isaiah 63.2–3  
 
19 So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth and gathered the vine 
of the earth, and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of 
God.  20 And the winepress was trampled outside the city, and blood 
came out of the winepress, up to the horses’ bridles, for one thousand 
six hundred furlongs.  
 
– Revelation 14.19–20  

C. Was the terrible swift sword  

1. the Union army, or  

2. the word of God?  

a) I am inclined to say the word of God, because  

b) she then wrote that God’s truth is marching on.  

D. The Lord does not compromise.  

1. He does not bend to his enemies.  

2. He does not bow to their demands and change things.  

a) His truth shall be executed.  

b) It is best that we get on his side.  

II. God Among the Troops [Sing with slides, including the chorus] 
 
I have seen Him in the watch-fires of a hundred circling camps,  
They have builded Him an altar in the evening dews and damps;  
I can read His righteous sentence by the dim and flaring lamps:  
His day is marching on.  

A. The Old Testament pictures God in armies that he used to punish nations.  
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B. The best example of that is the Babylonians against Judah.  

C. The Union troops and the North sought to honor God.  

1. Yes, the South did also, but  

2. they had perverted his word to justify slavery.  

D. Therefore, his day is marching on.  

1. He had set a time for judgment on the South and he carried it out.  

2. He continues to operate with the nations in that way.  

a) He has also set a time for the last Judgment.  

b) We keep marching toward that event.  

c) That is why she said: “His day is marching on.”  

(1) Therefore, repent now while you have the time.  

(2) Second Corinthians 6.1–2  
 
1 We then, as workers together with Him also plead with you not 
to receive the grace of God in vain. 2 For He says:  
 
 “In an acceptable time I have heard you,  
 And in the day of salvation I have helped you.”  
 
Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salva-
tion.  
 
– 2 Corinthians 6.1–2  

III. The Fiery Gospel [Sing with slides, including the chorus]  
 
I have read a fiery gospel writ in burnished rows of steel:  
“As ye deal with my contemners, so with you my grace shall deal;  
Let the Hero, born of woman, crush the serpent with his heel,  
Since God is marching on.”  

A. To her, and to President Abraham Lincoln,  

1. the Gospel of Christ set men free.  
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2. Who are we to enslave them?  

B. The Lord had poured out his grace.  

1. He was born of a woman (Gal 4.4).  

2. He would crush the serpent (Gen 3.15).  

C. God is marching on regardless of what men do.  

IV. God Never Calls Retreat [Sing with slides, including the chorus] 
 
He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat;  
He is sifting out the hearts of men before His judgment-seat:  
Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer Him! be jubilant, my feet!  
Our God is marching on.  

A. God calls us to spiritual warfare and nowhere will you read in the New Tes-
tament where he calls for a retreat.  

1. Ephesians 6.10–20  

2. The good warfare  

a) 1Ti 1.18  

b) 2Ti 4.7  

B. During our Civil War he was sifting out the hearts of men.  

1. He promises that we shall reap as we have sown.  

2. He promises that he shall render to us according to our works.  

C. Therefore, answer the call of the Lord.  

1. Do not waste time.  

2. Do not assume that you have tomorrow.  

3. Run to him.  

D. Join him because our God is marching on.  

1. Whether we join him or not.  

2. Do not be left behind.  
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V. Christ Died to Make Men Holy [Sing with slides, including the chorus] 
 
In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea,  
With a glory in his bosom that transfigures you and me:  
As he died to make men holy, let us die to make men free,  
While God is marching on.  

A. Mrs. Howe saw the work of ending slavery  

1. as a continuation of the work  

2. for which Christ was born on this earth.  

B. Take in his glory and it will transfigure you.  
 
18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the 
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as 
by the Spirit of the Lord.  
 
– 2 Corinthians 3.18  

C. Why did Jesus die?  

1. Was it not all about making us holy?  

2. How can we be holy while enslaving others?  

D. The third line in this verse was changed from us dying to make men free to 
living to make men free.  

1. Both are true.  

2. We should be willing to die to make others free.  

a) How many died in the Civil War?  

b) Over 600,000 died from both sides.  

3. We should live to make men free.  

VI. Glory Hallelujah  
 
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!  
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!  
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!  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His truth is marching on.  
 
His day is marching on.  
 
Since God is marching on.  
 
Our God is marching on.  
 
While God is marching on.  

A. The verses are powerful, but what do you think about the chorus?  

B. You just want to sing it.  

1. Remember Hallelujah means praise Jehovah.  

2. This song is all about praising the Lord.  
 
31 Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the 
glory of God.  
 
– 1 Corinthians 10.31  

Exhortation:  

I. Your nation needs you to live the fullness of the message of Christ everyday. 


