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The Church and the United States of America  
Revelation 12.13–17  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • July 5, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Nash Crisp – Revelation 12.13–17  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – Songs about the church  

Prelude:  

I. What is going on in the United States of America today?  

A. Many bad things are happening and  

B. many good things are happening.  

1. It has always been that way, and  

2. it will always be that way.  

a) Listen to what Charles Dickens wrote in 1859:  
 
“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of 
wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it 
was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the sea-
son of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of de-
spair, we had everything before us, we had nothing before us, we 
were all going direct to Heaven, we were all going direct the other 
way…”  
 
– Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities, 1859  

b) I believe that Christianity contributes to  

(1) the best of times,  

(2) the age of wisdom,  

(3) the epoch of belief,  

(4) the season of light,  

(5) the spring of hope,  

(6) having everything before us, and  

(7) leads us directly to heaven.  

II. And truly, Christianity has contributed in a huge way to  
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A. the founding and the continuance of America.  

B. Sometimes we might think  

1. that we have lost our influence, but  

2. never forget who rules in the nations of the world.  

III. Unfortunately most of us have a negative view of government, but  

A. our God is the one who has put governments in place.  

B. That does not mean they always do what he wants done, but  

1. he is responsible for their existence.  

2. For example, God is responsible for parents.  

a) Do they always function as God intended? No, but  

b) that does not take away from the fact that parenthood is God-ordained.  

Persuasion:  

I. Why do we need government?  

A. Romans 13.1–7  
 
1 Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no au-
thority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by 
God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, 
and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers are not 
a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the au-
thority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same. 4 For he 
is God’s minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does 
not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s minister, an avenger to execute 
wrath on him who practices evil.  
 
– Romans 13.1–7  

B. First Timothy 1.8–10  
 
8 But we know that the law is good if one uses it lawfully, 9 knowing this: 
that the law is not made for a righteous person, but for the lawless and in-
subordinate, for the ungodly and for sinners, for the unholy and profane, for 
murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, 10 for for-



The Church and the United States of America; Rev 12.13–17; 04470; Page   of  3 8

nicators, for sodomites, for kidnappers, for liars, for perjurers, and if there is 
any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine…  
 
– 1 Timothy 1.8–10  

C. Some people want to replace the police force with social workers and others.  

1. Actually, we could have far fewer police officers,  

2. if we put into place the teachings of the Scriptures.  
 
8 Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves an-
other has fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments, “You shall not 
commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You 
shall not bear false witness,” “You shall not covet,” and if there is any 
other commandment, are all summed up in this saying, namely, “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to a neigh-
bor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.  
 
– Romans 13.8–10  

a) It is interesting that this teaching  

b) follows immediately after what Paul said about government.  

II. Our Founding Document Is the Declaration  

A. What do you think of the Civil War and the cause for which it was fought?  

1. All liberals and God-haters believe the Civil War was good and needed.  

2. Ask them: Was the War based on the Constitution or the Declaration?  

3. Do you know what Lincoln said about it in his Gettysburg Address?  
 
“Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this conti-
nent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty and dedicated to the proposi-
tion that all men are created equal. Now we are engaged in a great civil 
war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedi-
cated, can long endure.”  

B. We call our founding document  

1. The Declaration of Independence, but  
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2. the founding fathers called it,  
 
“The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America.”  

3. To them it was about independence, and dependence:  
 
“We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in 
General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the 
world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Au-
thority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and de-
clare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and 
Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the 
British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the 
State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as 
Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude 
Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts 
and Things which Independent States may of right do. And for the sup-
port of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine 
Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes 
and our sacred Honor.”  

III. A New Generation Has Arisen that Does Not Know These Things  

A. That reminds me of two sad times in Israel’s history:  

1. Exodus 1 records something that set the stage for the slavery of Israel:  
 
8 Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know Joseph.  
 
– Exodus 1.8 

2. Judges 2 shows Israel making the same mistake:  
 
7 So the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days 
of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great works of 
the LORD which He had done for Israel.  
 
10 When all that generation had been gathered to their fathers, another 
generation arose after them who did not know the LORD nor the work 
which He had done for Israel.  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11 Then the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD, and 
served the Baals; 12 and they forsook the LORD God of their fathers, 
who had brought them out of the land of Egypt; and they followed other 
gods from among the gods of the people who were all around them, and 
they bowed down to them; and they provoked the LORD to anger.  
 
– Judges 2.7, 10–12  

IV. What Is Happening in America Today:  

A. Evidently a generation has arisen  

1. that does not know our history and  

2. that does not know the Lord.  

B. With the attempts to cancel our culture,  

1. it makes me wonder  

2. what high schools and universities are teaching our youth.  

C. You see how they are  

1. changing our vocabulary,  

2. erasing our history, or  

a) only teaching the bad parts of it,  

3. destroying businesses,  

4. keeping people from moving about freely on the roads,  

5. capturing territory,  

6. beating people,  

7. killing people,  

8. getting rid of police, and  

9. you know all the other things going on.  

D. They are even going after Abraham Lincoln and Ulysses S. Grant,  

1. whom I thought would have been men  

2. that they would magnify and honor.  
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a) Why go after them?  

b) Our founding fathers,  

(1) whom they also wish to disregard, and  

(2) the generation of the Civil War,  

(a) all believed in God and  

(b) they believed that the Bible is his word.  

i) As I have already shown you,  

ii) our nation was founded on belief in God.  

E. That is what these Cancel Culture people are going after.  

1. How long do you think it is  

2. before they start going after  

a) the churches, and  

b) anything else related to the Scriptures?  

F. Their goal is to set up Marxism or Communism in America.  

1. Do you know what stands in the way of that goal?  

a) It is belief in God.  

b) It is the Bible.  

c) It is the Church.  

2. Therefore, this is not a time  

a) to compromise, but  

b) to renew our zeal for the Lord.  

Exhortation:  

I. Some people do not like various heroes from the past because they had stains.  

A. Who does not have a stain upon his or her soul?  

B. There is only one who had no stains on his soul.  
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1. He is the one we preach:  
 
5 For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and our-
selves your bondservants for Jesus’ sake.  
 
– 2 Corinthians 4.5  

2. However, they want to tear down his statues too.  

a) Their ultimate goal is the destruction of anything related to Christianity.  

b) They want Marxism or Communism.  

II. What you can do:  

A. Be the salt of the earth:  
 
13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it 
be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled 
underfoot by men.”  
 
– Matthew 5.13  

B. Pray for our leaders:  
 
1 Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
giving of thanks be made for all men, 2 for kings and all who are in authori-
ty, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and rever-
ence. 3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who 
desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  
 
– 1 Timothy 2.1–7  

1. Make supplications for all men, for national leaders, for all in authority.  

2. Pray for all men, for national leaders, for all in authority.  

3. Intercede for all men, for national leaders, for all in authority.  

4. Give thanks for all men, for national leaders, for all in authority.  

C. Ask God to use you and ask him what he wants you to do.  
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III. Be saved from this perverse and crooked generation:  
 
40 And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, “Be 
saved from this perverse generation.” 41 Then those who gladly received his 
word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to 
them.  
 
– Acts 2.40–41  

A. Are you ready to do what they did? 


