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A the B  
What many believe should be America’s national anthem, also has a spiritual message 

[Several web sources were used and books, including Purple Mountain Majesties: The Story of Katharine Lee 
Bates and “America the Beautiful” by Barbara Younger]  

Jeremiah 29.7  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • July 12, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Billy Henshall – Jeremiah 29.7  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – No Suggestions  

Prelude:  

I. The poem made her famous.  

A. On July 4, 1895, in The Congregationalist,  

1. a publication of her church, 

2. two years after the trip that inspired it,  

3. the poem was published. 

B. On November 19, 1904, the Boston Evening Transcript published the revised 
poem. 

1. With simpler words that everyone could learn, 

a) the poem and the poet became popular.  

b) Canada, Mexico and Australia have adapted it. 

2. Her family just referred to the poem as “A the B.” 

II. She was not happy with the poem at first.  

A. After arriving back home in Massachusetts,  

1. She noted in her diary: “Consider my verses. Disheartening.”  

2. She set it aside for two years.  

B. She revised the poem several times,  

1. striving for something “more simple and direct”  

2. and “a bit more musical.”  

III. Colorado College in Colorado Springs invited her to lecture for the summer.  

A. So, at the age of 34, she went to lecture for three weeks in Colorado. 

B. On the way, she attended the World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago,  



A the B; Jer 29.7; 04473; Page   of  2 12

1. which was the World’s Fair for 1893. 

a) It was the celebration of the 400th anniversary of  

b) Christopher Columbus’s discovery of America.  

2. The buildings were made of thin white paper,  

a) giving a grand appearance.  

b) It was like the gleaming of an alabaster city.  

3. (From book at the library):  
 
“She thought about the gleaming alabaster city all the rest of the way out 
to Colorado. There she saw the purple majesty of the Rocky Mountains. 
Man-made beauty faded somewhat before their God-made grandeur.  
 
“‘America is so filled with wonders,’ she said, ‘one could look and look 
and never begin to look his fill.’”  

a) After leaving the fair on the Fourth of July,  

b) she saw the amber fields of wheat grain on the Great Plains.  

4. In Colorado, friends suggested that they ride to the top of Pike’s Peak.  

a) The wagon could only go so far.  

b) Mules had to be ridden the rest of the way.  
 
“She forgot her tiredness the moment she had dismounted and taken 
a look around.  
 
“She looked up and saw the beautiful blue of the great expanse of sky. 
She looked down and saw the endless amber stretch of what must be 
fields of grain. She looked on both sides and behind her at the moun-
tain ranges.”  
 
“At that moment, the opening lines of a poem floated into her 
mind.” (Younger)  

(1) She later wrote in her diary,  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“Most glorious scenery I ever beheld.”  

(2) The first words of a poem came to her:  
 
O beautiful for halcyon skies  
For amber waves of grain.  
For purple mountain majesties  
Above the enameled plain!  
America! America! God shed his grace on thee…  

(3) I agree, she needed to revise the wording.  

C. In Colorado, she visited the grave of Helen Hunt Jackson,  

1. who had written about injustice toward Indians.  

a) The poet also noticed in Chicago at the World’s Fair  

b) that Indians were only treated as a side show and  

(1) that blacks could only receive refreshments and  

(2) use the rest room in the Haiti building.  

2. All these things, she alluded to in her poem.  

D. She worked on more verses.  
 
“She thought about the glory of the land and about the courageous pioneers 
who had struggled west in covered wagons to make new lives. She thought 
about her own forebears who had crossed the rough Atlantic. She remem-
bered the Civil War, which had been fought during her childhood, to end 
slavery and keep the nation whole. She recalled the progress and ingenuity 
exhibited at the fair. She knew that beyond that gleaming white city was an-
other [city], a Chicago crowded with hunger and gloom. She saw that, too. 
America was in an economic depression that year. Banks had closed. Work-
ers were striking. People needed help.”  

E. Someone wrote:  
 
“‘America the Beautiful’ was popular because it put people’s feelings into 
words for them. They could recite the poem and be in complete agreement 
with every line. It rejoiced in the wonders of their great country. It honored 
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their dead. It bowed to the past and gave hope for the future.”  

IV. This wonderful song has a spiritual message.  

A. On the screen I will have the words to America the Beautiful (801), and  

B. on your laps you will have your Bibles open.  

V. Each verse has eight lines,  

A. noted by the first letter capitalized.  

B. She also makes the lines of each verse do the same thing:  

1. Lines one through four show something beautiful about America.  

2. Line five is a praise of America.  

3. Line six mentions God’s part.  

4. Line seven is a direct or indirect encouragement to live a certain way.  

5. Line eight states to what extent we are to live.  

VI. Oh by the way, during my first trip to Murmansk, Russia in 1993,  

A. us 13 American missionaries were invited into  

B. one of the flats of the public school teachers and  

1. she had invited about a dozen other teachers for dinner.  

2. At one point, now get this, they asked if we could sing America the Beau-
tiful.  

VII.In 1978, Kerri and I had in our home a couple from New Zealand.  

A. We showed them the sites in Southern California.  

B. They, especially her, were amazed by how Americans proclaimed their love 
for America.  

1. Then we took them to Disneyland and  

2. in one attraction, they used to have a 360º screen, showing the beauties of 
America and one of the songs that played was America the Beautiful.  

a) The repeated words, America, America, really got to her.  
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b) And that got to me.  

Persuasion:  

I. The Land  

A. Verse 1:  
 
Oh, beautiful for spacious skies,  
For amber waves of grain,  
For purple mountain majesties  
Above the fruited plain!  
America! America!  
God shed His grace on thee,  
And crown thy good with brotherhood  
From sea to shining sea.  

B. The beauty of the earth.  

1. If Psalm 24.1–2 is understood correctly,  

a) all parts of the earth are: “God’s Country.”  
 
1 The earth is the LORD’S, and all its fullness,  
  The world and those who dwell therein.  
2 For He has founded it upon the seas,  
  And established it upon the waters.  
 
  – Psalm 24.1–2  

(1) Other nations have our beauty, but  

(2) they have not been able to benefit from those good things. 

(a) Why? 

(b) The rest of the song explains: 

2. God shed His grace on America because:  

a) There has been good.  

b) We have sought brotherhood from one coast to another.  

C. Have we perfected these things?  
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1. No, but  

a) our laws and  

b) the intent of most of the citizens  

2. has been to incorporate these things. 

D. Moreover, God has shed His grace on America, because  

1. we have, to some extent, acknowledged Him.  

a) In our founding document, The Declaration:  

(1) “Nature’s God”  

(2) “All men are created equal”  

(3) “Creator”  

b) Congress:  

(1) Both houses of Congress begin their sessions with prayer.  

(2) Congress has a chaplain.  

(3) Members of Congress have a small room in the Capitol for private 
prayer.  

c) “In God we trust” appears:  

(1) on our money, and  

(2) opposite the President of the Senate and  

(3) backdrops the Speaker of the House of Representatives.  

d) At the Supreme Court:  

(1) Above the head of the Chief Justice are the Ten Commandments.  

(2) The crier, who opens each session, closes with: “God save the 
United States and the Honorable Court.”  

e) The Washington Monument:  

(1) On the metal cap at the top: “Praise be to God.”  

(2) Biblical phrases line the walls of the stairwell.  

f) In the Library of Congress on the walls are:  
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(1) Micah 6.8  
 
8 He has shown you, O man, what is good;  
 And what does the LORD require of you  
 But to do justly,  
 To love mercy,  
 And to walk humbly with your God?  
 
 – Micah 6.8  

(2) Psalm 19.1  
 
1 The heavens declare the glory of God;  
 And the firmament shows His handiwork.  
 
 – Psalm 19.1  

(3) John 1.5  
 
5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
comprehend it.  
 
– John 1.5  

g) At the Lincoln memorial:  

(1) “…That this Nation, under God, shall have a new birth of free-
dom…”  

(2) From Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address are references to God, 
the Bible, providence, the Almighty, and divine attributes. 

(3) Psalm 19  

h) Jefferson memorial:  
 
“God who gave us life gave us liberty. Can the liberties of a nation be 
secure when we have removed a conviction that these liberties are 
the gift of God? Indeed I tremble for my country when I reflect that 
God is just, that his justice cannot sleep forever.”  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(1) This reminds me of:  
 
3 If the foundations are destroyed,  
 What can the righteous do?  
 
 – Psalm 11.3  

E. Psalm 33.12 rings loud from the pages of Scripture:  
 
12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD,  
  The people He has chosen as His own inheritance.  
 
  – Psalm 33.12  

1. The latter part of this verse shows  

2. that Israel was the first nation David had on his mind.  

a) Nevertheless, when a nation makes its God, the God of the Bible,  

b) that nation is likewise blessed.  

II. Freedom  

A. Verse 2:  
 
Oh, beautiful for pilgrim feet,  
Whose stern, impassioned stress  
A thorough-fare for freedom beat  
Across the wilderness!  
America! America!  
God mend thine every flaw,  
Confirm thy soul in self-control,  
Thy liberty in law.  

B. Freedom of religion brought the Pilgrims here, not freedom from religion.  

C. “God mend thine every flaw.”  

1. We have flaws, and those flaws are spiritual.  

2. How many people sing this song, but think  
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a) God should have no part in the public arena?  
 
14 “if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, 
and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I 
will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”  
 
– 2 Chronicles 7.14  

D. “Confirm thy soul in self-control.”  

1. Is it not interesting that Katharine Lee Bates spoke of  

a) God,  

b) self-control,  

c) liberty, and  

d) law  

(1) all in the same verse?  

2. What is the basis of self-control, if it is not the Holy Spirit?  
 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no 
law.  
 
– Galatians 5.22–23  

E. “Confirm…Thy liberty in law.”  

1. To most people that sounds contradictory.  

2. The Constitution—a law—gives freedom!  
 
13 For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty 
as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.  
 
– Galatians 5.13  

III. Heroes  
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A. Verse 3:  
 
Oh, beautiful for heroes proved  
In liberating strife,  
Who more than self their country loved,  
And mercy more than life!  
America! America!  
May God thy gold refine,  
Till all success be nobleness,  
And ev’ry gain divine.  

B. First, she spoke of the brave heroes of the past who strove for liberty.  

1. Where would America be without those heroes?  

2. It is not by heroes alone, other nations have heroes.  

a) As President Abraham Lincoln once said  

(1) we are not concerned whether God is on our side, but  

(2) but whether we are on His side. 

C. Notice how the song puts gain in the right light.  

1. It must be noble and divine,  

2. that is, righteous and with God’s approval.  
 
18 “And you shall remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives 
you power to get wealth, that He may establish His covenant which He 
swore to your fathers, as it is this day.”  
 
– Deuteronomy 8.18  

IV. Patriot Dream  

A. Verse 4:  
 
Oh, beautiful for patriot dream  
That sees, beyond the years,  
Thine alabaster cities gleam,  
Undimmed by human tears!  
America! America!  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God shed His grace on thee,  
And crown thy good with brotherhood  
From sea to shining sea.  

B. Americans are always trying to make life better for everyone.  

1. What is the nature of most of the laws that are presented to Congress and 
the president?  

2. Look at our inventions and our industry!  
 
“Katharine [Lee Bates]…knew that it was not always easy to be fair and 
loving and to share with others. But her poem envisioned a country 
where people would join together out of their best selves to make life 
better for everyone.”  

3. This is what God wants and why He sheds His grace on us. 

a) Is this implying that America is perfect?  

b) No, we are far from it.  

4. That is why Katharine Lee Bates said again:  
 
“God shed His grace on thee and crown thy good with brotherhood!”  

Exhortation:  

I. Jeremiah 29.7 says that we should pray for our nation:  
 
7 “And seek the peace of the city where I have caused you to be carried away 
captive, and pray to the LORD for it; for in its peace you will have peace.”  
 
– Jeremiah 29.7  

A. The Lord wanted Jeremiah to write that letter to the Jews in Babylon.  

B. The idea is eternal, and  

1. America the Beautiful, seeks the peace of our nation.  

2. Sing the song and live it.  
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II. Proverbs 14.34 teaches what will make America better:  
 
34 Righteousness exalts a nation,  
 But sin is a reproach to any people.  
 
 – Prov. 14.34  

A. Remember this when you hear people discussing what is right and what is 
wrong with America.  

B. Democrats and Republicans can make all the proposals in the world, but  

1. it is the American citizens who will fix whatever is wrong and  

2. perpetuate whatever is good  

a) by living lives of righteousness, and  

b) making God number one in our hearts.  

III. What have you gained, if you live in the United States of America, and  

A. what have you gained, if you personally contribute to making it better, but  

B. you are not a citizen of heaven?  

1. When you die,  

2. you will see that matters of heaven surpass matters of America. 


