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He Gave Gifts  
Ephesians 4.7–16  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • July 26, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  

Prelude:  

I. What had Paul just declared in verses 1–6?  

A. We should walk in a way  

1. that is consistent with the work of Christ to create one body  

2. in which all people have equal access.  

B. How many bodies are there?  

1. There is one, even as there is one Spirit, hope, Lord, faith, baptism, and 
God and Father.  

2. While that is true,  

a) are we all the same and  

b) do the same things?  

II. Paul will show that we are not all the same.  

Persuasion:  

I. Ephesians 4.7–8 • We Have Different Gifts  
 
7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s 
gift. 8 Therefore He says:  
 
 “When He ascended on high,  
 He led captivity captive,  
 And gave gifts to men.”  

A. One of the jobs of Jesus when he entered heaven  

1. was to give gifts to each one of us, and  

2. those gifts differ from what others can do or have.  

B. See  

1. Romans 12.3ff  
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2. First Corinthians 12  

C. Not only do we have different gifts, but  

1. we have them in different measure.  

2. See Matthew 25.14–30  

a) Why does the Lord do this?  

b) We are not just animals,  

(1) as the evolutionists teach, but  

(2) we are each distinct individuals.  

(a) Don’t we want it this way?  

(b) What would life or what would the church be like,  

i) if we all could do the same thing and  

ii) had the same measure of ability?  

3. Remember the illustration of the body that Paul used in First Corinthians.  

a) The church is a body.  

b) Therefore, just observing the human body shows why we differ, and  

(1) why we also differ in measure.  

(2) For example, we can see the difference between the eyes and the 
mouth, but  

(a) there are also muscles in the body and  

(b) some muscles are stronger than other muscles.  

II. Ephesians 4.9–10 • Jesus Descended and Ascended  
 
9 (Now this, “He ascended”—what does it mean but that He also first de-
scended into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He who descended is also the 
One who ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.)  

A. Next, Paul explained his quotation from Psalm 68.  

B. For Jesus to have ascended,  
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1. he first had to descend.  

2. To where did he descend?  

a) In Psalm 139.15, David referred to his presence in his mother’s womb 
as being in the lowest parts of the earth.  

b) Yet, Psalm 63.9 speaks of those seeking to hurt David shall go into the 
lower parts of the earth.  

c) See also:  

(1) Psalm 71.20  

(2) Matthew 12.40  

(3) John 3.13  

(4) John 6.58–62  

(5) John 16.27–28  

d) It seems then  

(1) that this expression can refer to his whole experience on earth,  

(2) especially his burial and then resurrection that led to his ascension.  

C. Why did he ascend far above all the heavens?  

1. That he might fill all things.  

a) What does this mean?  

b) Putting it in context, and  

(1) considering verse 11 and following,  

(2) it means that he would fill all the positions with the right people.  

2. What did Paul mean that Jesus ascended far above all the heavens?  

a) He entered heaven.  

b) He did not merely enter the heavens, the sky and space.  

III. Ephesians 4.11 • Some of the Gifts  
 
11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 
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and some pastors and teachers,  

A. Are these the only gifts that he gave to the church?  

B. Why did Paul specify these?  

1. These are the positions that dispense truth,  

2. the truth that the church needed to be what the Lord wanted the church to 
be.  

a) Remember the first three chapters.  

b) In the church, Jesus brings Jew and Gentile together.  

(1) He is the Lord, but  

(2) he has chosen to work with man.  

(a) See First Corinthians 3.5–15  

(b)

C. What are the differences between these?  

1. Apostles had the full range of everything.  

a) They could work any miracle.  

b) They served as official ambassadors of Christ.  

2. A prophet spoke directly from God.  

3. An evangelist preach the good news, but  

a) did not necessarily get his message straight from God.  

b) He works on being in new members and strengthens the old members.  

4. A pastor oversees the work of the local church.  

5. A teacher explains the word.  

D. Paul went on to show why all of these are necessary, what their job is.  

IV. Ephesians 4.12–16 • How the Body Grows  
 
12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of 
the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the 
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knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature 
of the fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to 
and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, 
in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in 
love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ— 16 from 
whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, 
according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes 
growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.  

A. There are two major goals:  

1. For the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry  

a) Remember 2.8–10, especially verse 10.  

b) It is wonderful if Jew and Gentile can come into the same body, but 

(1) what have we achieved  

(2) if we are not doing the good works for which God saved us?  

2. For the edifying of the body of Christ  

a) The body needs to grow  

b) not only in number but especially in the spirit.  

B. How long will we need these five positions?  

1. Till we all come to the unity of the faith  

2. Till we all come to the knowledge of the Son of God  

3. Till we all come to a perfect man, that the body of Christ would be like the 
perfect Christ  

4. Till we all come to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ  

a) When will these happen?  

b) Any time soon?  

C. It is necessary to come to these things  

1. so that we should no longer be children in spirit.  

2. Children are  
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a) tossed to and fro and  

b) carried about with every wind of doctrine.  

3. Children can be  

a) tricked by men, and  

b) fall for cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting.  

4. That is children will believe anything.  

a) We should not be children in knowledge and  

b) in matters of the spirit, but  

(1) we should be as full grown men.  

D. Therefore, we need all five positions  

1. that we might hear the truth in love and then  

2. we may grow up in all things into Christ the head.  

a) Jesus gave gifts to men  

b) that we might help one another  

(1) to become like him.  

(2) So it is not just those five positions, but  

(a) what every joint supplies.  

(b) When every part of the body of Christ  

i) does its share,  

ii) the body becomes effective and  

(1) it grows and  

(2) edifies itself in love.  

Exhortation:  

I. What are you doing to contribute to the growth of the body of Christ? 


