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What 2020 Taught Us  
James 4.14  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • January 3, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Jacob Noveske – James 4.13–16  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – I Know Who Holds Tomorrow (280) and others like it  

Prelude:  

I. I had another sermon I was working on, and then  

A. I received an email from Focus Press, which is Brad Harrub,  

B. whom we support in his work with $100 a month.  

1. The first paragraph of the email said:  
 
“Of all the things we collectively went through in 2020, there was one 
lesson that we all learned and re-learned: ‘You do not know what will 
happen tomorrow’ (James 4:14a).”  

2. So I was going to put that on the front page of the bulletin  

a) along with many other passages  

b) that essentially teach the same thing.  

(1) It started to fill up the front page  

(2) to where it would be unreadable, just a glob of typeface.  

II. So I thought, Don, Just change your sermon, and  

A. do what you were going to do for the third on the tenth, and  

B. use all these passages at the beginning of 2021  

1. to show what we should have learned from the past year, because  

2. James 4.14 slapped me upside the head, and I was like, OF COURSE!  

III. Therefore, listen to what I present to you in the order that these passages 
came up in my Bible program on my computer.  

Persuasion:  

I. We Do Not Know the Day of Our Deaths  
 
2 Then he said, “Behold now, I am old. I do not know the day of my death.”  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– Genesis 27.2  

II. Few and Evil  
 
9 And Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The days of the years of my pilgrimage are one 
hundred and thirty years; few and evil have been the days of the years of my 
life, and they have not attained to the days of the years of the life of my fathers 
in the days of their pilgrimage.”  
 
– Genesis 47.9    

III. We Are Not in Control  
 
2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, “So let the gods do to me, and 
more also, if I do not make your life as the life of one of them by tomorrow 
about this time.”  
– 1Kings 19.2  
 
27 “Thus says the king: ‘Put this fellow in prison, and feed him with bread of 
affliction and water of affliction, until I come in peace.’”  
– 1Kings 22.27  

IV. Our Hope Is Not Here  
 
15 For we are aliens and pilgrims before You,  
 As were all our fathers;  
 Our days on earth are as a shadow,  
 And without hope.  
 
 – 1 Chronicles 29.15  

V. Maintain Your Righteousness Even If You Have Lost Hope  
 
6 “My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle,  
 And are spent without hope.  
7 Oh, remember that my life is a breath!  
 My eye will never again see good.”  
 – Job 7.6–7  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25  “Now my days are swifter than a runner;  
  They flee away, they see no good.  
26  They pass by like swift ships,  
  Like an eagle swooping on its prey.”  
  – Job 9.25.–26  
 
1  “Man who is born of woman  
  Is of few days and full of trouble.  
2  He comes forth like a flower and fades away;  
  He flees like a shadow and does not continue.”  
  – Job 14.1–2  
 
11  “My days are past,  
  My purposes are broken off,  
  Even the thoughts of my heart.”  
  – Job 17.11  

VI. Do Not Assume You Have Tomorrow  
 
1  Do not boast about tomorrow,  
  For you do not know what a day may bring forth.  
  – Proverbs 27.1  

VII.Make the Most of Life  
 
22 So I perceived that nothing is better than that a man should rejoice in his 
own works, for that is his heritage. For who can bring him to see what will hap-
pen after him?  
– Ecclesiastes 3.22  
 
12 For who knows what is good for man in life, all the days of his vain life 
which he passes like a shadow? Who can tell a man what will happen after him 
under the sun?  
– Ecclesiastes 6.12  
 
7  For he does not know what will happen;  
  So who can tell him when it will occur?  
  – Ecclesiastes 8.7  
 
12  For man also does not know his time:  
  Like fish taken in a cruel net,  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  Like birds caught in a snare,  
  So the sons of men are snared in an evil time,  
  When it falls suddenly upon them.  
  – Ecclesiastes 9.12  
 
 14 A fool also multiplies words.  
  No man knows what is to be;  
  Who can tell him what will be after him?  
  – Ecclesiastes 10.14  
 
2  Give a serving to seven, and also to eight,  
  For you do not know what evil will be on the earth.  
  – Ecclesiastes 11.2  

VIII.Be Prepared for Anything  
 
43 “But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the 
thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be 
broken into.”  
 
– Matthew 24.43  

IX. Forge Ahead  
 
Acts 20.22 “And see, now I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the 
things that will happen to me there, except that the Holy Spirit testifies in every 
city, saying that chains and tribulations await me.”  
 
– Acts 20.22–23  

X. Submit Your Plans to the Lord  
 
13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a 
city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit”; 14 whereas you do 
not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor 
that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. 15 Instead you ought to 
say, “If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that.” 16 But now you boast in 
your arrogance. All such boasting is evil.  
 
– James 4.13–16 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Exhortation:  

I. The Bible did not prophesy anything concerning 2020.  

A. Yet, see all that happened.  

B. We focus upon the bad of this past year, but  

1. recall that I gave you a message recently  

2. in which I showed you good things that happened.  

II. Whereas, all those who try to predict the future,  

A. not one of them gave us the slightest hint of what 2020 would be like.  

B. False Prophets of Religion  

C. Political Prognosticators  

D. Financial Soothsayers  

E. Nature  

III. Only one knows the future.  

IV. An event approaches that the Bible gives many prophecies of it. 


