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How Many Times Does the Constitution Mention Religion? 
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • January 10, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Dominic Meyer – Matthew 12.3–5  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – Songs on the Bible  

Prelude:  

I. How many times does the Constitution reference religion?  

A. One time?  

B. Wrong!  

1. Two times?  

2. Wrong!  

a) Three times?  

b) Wrong!  

Persuasion:  

I. How Many Times Does the Constitution Mention Religion?  

A. You probably know of one time that it does.  

B. Another reference might surprise you.  

C. However, there are four (three, the fourth one is implied) references  

1. to religion  

2. in the Constitution of the United States of America.  

D. You know the third one well,  

1. found in the First Amendment,  

2. ratified just over four years after the main part of the Constitution:  
 
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press, or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.  

E. Article VI, third paragraph made the first reference to religion,  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The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of 
the several State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Officers, both 
of the United States and of the several States, shall be bound by Oath or Af-
firmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be 
required as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United 
States.  

F. Those were the third and first references to religion in the Constitution.  

G. The second time the Constitution referenced religion,  

1. helps us to understand the First Amendment.  

2. The current interpretation of the First Amendment  

a) actually argues that this second reference  

b) violates an alleged “separation of church and state.”  

3. The first and third references used the word, “religion.”  

a) The second time these men referenced religion,  

b) they did not use that word.  

(1) In fact, I have been told that those men  

(a) intentionally  

(b) did not reference God or the Lord, but  

(2) left out such references  

(a) as a way of insuring  

(b) that we have a totally secular state.  

i) However, they used an expression,  

ii) that if anyone in government seeks to use it today,  

(1) secularists would sue him  

(2) for violating an alleged “separation of church and 
state.”  

H. If you have never read the Constitution, or  

1. if you only listen to the news,  
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2. this reference, right in the Constitution of the United States of America,  

a) might surprise you.  

b) You will wonder why no one quotes this.  

(1) No one quotes it for the same reason  

(2) people rarely quote Scripture.  

(a) They do not read it,  

(b) so they do not know what it says, but  

i) rely on the experts to do the searching for them.  

I. How many times did Jesus battle the religious and law scholars  

1. over some controversy, and  

2. He solved the problem with a mere reading of Scripture?  
 
3 But He said to them, “Have you not read what David did when he was 
hungry, he and those who were with him… 5 Or have you not read in 
the law that on the Sabbath the priests in the temple profane the Sab-
bath, and are blameless?”  
– Matthew 12.3, 5  
 
4 And He answered and said to them, “Have you not read that He who 
made them at the beginning ‘made them male and female.’”  
– Matthew 19.4  

3. I have been involved in many discussions over the years,  

a) when a simple reading of the Scriptures  

b) solved a controversy.  

(1) At a Gospel Meeting in Long Beach, California,  

(a) a lady asked me where does the Bible say  

(b) if you are baptized you shall be saved.  

i) I spoke nothing, but opened by Bible to Mark 16.16 and  

ii) she closed my Bible in my hand.  
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(2) Also, in Long Beach, my wife and I went to a home where people 
waited for us and  

(a) when they opened the door they asked us the same question.  

(b) We sat down at the kitchen table and I showed them pas-
sages.  

(c) That night four souls were baptized into Christ.  

4. That not only demonstrates the power of reading the Scriptures, but  

a) it demonstrates the power of reading!  

J. When you read the Constitution, starting from the beginning,  

1. here is the second reference.  

2. This solves the whole alleged “separation of church and state,” because  

a) the First Amendment keeps Congress  

b) from making a law respecting an establishment of religion, but  

(1) referencing God does not constitute an establishment of religion,  

(2) as the Constitution shall demonstrate,  

(3) unless the Constitution is unconstitutional!  

(a) Article VII contains the signatures of the men who put this 
thing together.  

(b) Before listing their names, this appeared,  
 
The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be 
sufficient for the Establishment of this Constitution between 
the States so ratifying the Same.  
 
Done in Convention by the Unanimous Consent of the States 
present the Seventeenth Day of September in the Year of our 
Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty seven and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the 
Twelfth. In Witness whereof We have hereunto subscribed 
our Names,  
 
Go. WASHINGTON—  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Presid. and deputy from Virginia…  

i) Did you hear that?  

ii) Did you even know that existed?  

(1) If not, why not?  

(a) We have not read it for ourselves and  

(b) our enemies do not want us to know it exists!  

(2) What do you make of this reference?  

3. Dave Miller has rightly said,  
 
The Framers’ declared that their work was done “in the Year of our 
Lord.” The Christian world dates all of human history in terms of the 
birth of Christ. “B.C.” means “before Christ,” and “A.D.” is the abbrevia-
tion for the Latin words anno Domini, meaning “year of our Lord.” If 
the Framers were interested in being pluralistic, multicultural, and polit-
ically correct, they would have refrained from using the B.C./A.D. desig-
nation. Or they would have used the religiously neutral designations 
“C.E.,” Common Era, and “B.C.E.,” Before the Common Era—which al-
ready were in use…Instead, the Framers chose to utilize the dating 
method that indicated the worldview they shared.  
 
What’s more, their reference to “our Lord” does not refer to a generic 
deity, nor does it refer even to God the Father. It refers to God the Son
—Jesus Christ. Make no mistake: the Constitution of the United States 
contains an explicit reference to Jesus Christ…Observe that the Consti-
tution does not read “Year of the Lord”; it reads “Year of our Lord.” The 
Founders considered Jesus Christ to be their Lord—a concept flatly re-
jected by Jews, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, and atheists. Any attempt to 
soften the import of this inclusion is merely sidestepping this fact. There-
fore, the Framers could not have believed that references to God or 
Christ should be excluded from the Constitution—since they did not do 
so! Yet, incredibly, on the basis of current judicial interpretation, their 
action was unconstitutional!  
 
– ”The Constitution Is—Unconstitutional?” by Dave Miller, Ph.D. This 
item is available on the Apologetics Press web site at: http://
www.apologeticspress.org/articles/3545 - it was originally published in 
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Reason & Revelation, issue 6[12]:45-46-R  

a) I frequently write AD in front of the date.  

b) However, recently I have started writing ADC,  

(1) meaning in The Year of Our Lord Christ, because  

(2) that is what Thomas Jefferson did.  

(a) [material from David Barton]  

(b) [Show example of check]  

K. What about this reference in Article I, Section 7, Clause 2, last sentence?  
 
If any Bill shall not be returned by the President within ten Days (Sundays 
excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the Same shall be a 
Law, in like Manner as if he had signed it, unless the Congress by their Ad-
journment prevent its Return, in which case it shall not be a Law.  

1. Why did they provide the exception for Sundays?  

2. That shows me they certainly did not have an anti-religion mentality and  

a) they even provided for the fact  

b) that those in government would do something special on that day!  

(1) Was it sleeping in or fishing or what?  

(2) That was the day of worship!  

(a) The Framers understood the important part religion played  

(b) in the lives of America’s citizens, including the government.  

i) They did not want the affairs of the state  

ii) to interfere with the affairs of the church.  

(1) Truly, they encouraged the practice of religion,  

(2) knowing that without a godly nation,  

(a) our form of government cannot last, but  

(b) will degenerate.  
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3. They knew that matters of heaven supersede matters of earth.  

L. How has something so obvious, as the reference to the year of our Lord, 
been missed?  

1. How did Israel miss keeping the Feast of Tabernacles?  

a) Nehemiah 8 makes an amazing declaration on Nehemiah’s generation  

b) that they did something previous generations had not done.  

(1) That was the practice of dwelling in booths during a certain feast.  

(2) It had not been practiced since the days of Joshua.  

(a) Do you know the years that passed from Joshua to Nehemi-
ah’s generation?  

(b) Over 900 years had passed!  

(c) What prompted this generation to do it?  

i) They read of it first.  

ii) Then they were ready to do it.  

(1) Some people do not read and so they do not know.  

(2) Some read, but because  

(a) something has not been a practice,  

(b) they do not believe they have missed anything.  

(d) The whole thing started with a simple reading of Scripture.  

i) Also, they did something although others had neglected it.  

ii) The neglect of others exerts great influence over us.  

2. How did the church throughout history miss going back to the Bible?  

a) What started the Reformation and Restoration Movements?  

(1) People wanted to go back to the Bible!  

(2) For centuries, churches had neglected the Scriptures!  

(a) It had been more than 900 years.  

b) Why had the churches neglected reading the Bible?  
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(1) Why do we neglect reading the Bible?  

(2) People get busy doing other things.  

(a) They do not know what the Bible says,  

(b) so they have no interest.  

3. How have you missed things from the Bible?  

4. How have you missed things in the Constitution?  

II. Separation of Church and State  

A. What does the 1st Amendment say?  
 
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or pro-
hibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of 
the press, or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 
the Government for a redress of grievances.  

1. What does this Amendment prohibit Congress from doing?  

a) It prohibits Congress from making a law respecting an establishment 
of religion and  

b) Congress cannot prohibit the free exercise of establishments of reli-
gion or of religion.  

(1) Why do you think those men made this the first part of the 1st 
Amendment in the Bill of Rights?  

(2) Remember their experiences with the Church of England.  

B. The First Amendment does not prohibit government encouragement of reli-
gion,  

1. nor does it mean the government cannot reference the Scriptures.  

Exhortation:  

I. Are we seeking to establish a state church?  

A. Do we want one?  

B. What do the secularists think they fear from us?  

1. They think we desire a situation like Europe during the Revolutionary era.  
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a) No, we do not want money from the government.  

b) We do not want the government to tell us what to do.  

2. We want “the word of the Lord [to] run swiftly and be glorified” (2Th 
3.1), and  

a) we want government to encourage religion and  

b) while we encourage obedience to the government. 


