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The Roots of Our Debased Society  
Why is evil increasing?  

Romans 1.18–32  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • January 17, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Jacob Noveske – Romans 1.22–23  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – Songs on Creation  

Introduction:  

I. [Get a news magazine or newspaper to illustrate that all of the sins of our text 
are in today’s society] 

II. Most People Are Concerned About the Moral State of the World,  

A. not just Christians.  

B. However, different groups  

1. have different ideas about moral decay,  

2. hence different the solutions.  

III. What Do You Think?  

A. It would seem logical  

1. that the only One who can tell us perfectly  

2. is the One who  

a) created us and  

b) knows how we function.  

B. What does the Bible say?  

Persuasion:  

I. Romans 1.18 • Truth Suppression   
 
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness.  

A. This is why it is necessary to the preach the gospel,  

1. according to the previous verses.  
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a) In verses 14–17, Paul showed urgency in preaching the gospel:  
 
14 I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise and 
to unwise. 15 So, as much as is in me, I am ready to preach the 
gospel to you who are in Rome also. 16 For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone 
who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 17 For in it the 
righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, 
“The just shall live by faith.” {Hab. 2.4}  

b) Preaching the gospel is more than how to be saved.  

(1) That is vital changes people’s thinking about everything.  

(2) Preaching the gospel includes everything God has revealed.  

(a) From the beginning a person must see that:  

i) there is a God in heaven;  

ii) He created us; and  

iii) someday we are going to meet Him.  

2. We cannot ignore truth suppression and “only preach the gospel.”  

a) As we go through Romans 1  

(1) you are going to see  

(2) that the roots of our debased society,  

(a) from which the gospel saves,  

(b) are these two main points: 

i) The denial of the existence of the true God;  

(1) (or perverting the idea of God)  

ii) The affirmation that our arrival on this planet is attributed 
to animals, or the modern version of that would be evolu-
tion.  

B. Men suppress the truth, especially about creation,  

1. through the alleged science of evolution.  
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a) Science is revered in America.  

b) Therefore if we can label a belief science,  

(1) it is accepted without question.  

2. Men suppress the truth through government acceptance of evolution.  

a) For many people,  

(1) if the government sanctions something,  

(2) it is viable.  

b) There have been many things that the government sanctioned,  

(1) which even evolutionists will agree is evil,  

(2) for example, slavery.  

3. Men suppress the truth through misrepresentation of the Scopes Monkey 
Trial of 1925,  

a) which was the real trial of the 20th century,  

(1) not the O. J. Simpson trial.  

b) What have you heard about the Scopes trial?  

c) Is your only conception the movie and play Inherit The Wind?  

(1) If so, you have been led into error.  

(2) That play is just the opposite of what really happened.  

(3) This will be covered more later.  

II. Romans 1.19–20 • The Truth That Is Suppressed  
 
19 …because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has 
shown it to them. 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attribut-
es are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His 
eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse.  

A. God’s existence is suppressed.  

1. God Himself revealed enough evidence  

a) that we may know Him. 
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2. Since the creation of the world  

a) (there goes the early chapters of Genesis again),  

b) there are invisible things about God  

c) that can be seen easily,  

(1) namely, His eternal power.  

(a) While the space program is often used to support evolution,  

(b) the program is showing that creation is:  

i) infinitely large;  

ii) strikingly beautiful;  

iii) perfectly arranged;  

iv) obviously the work of a Creator.  

(2) Creation also shows His Godhead.  

(a) Only Someone with the powers of God,  

(b) something far beyond man’s power  

i) in all ways,  

ii) had to have created what we see.  

3. We wonder why others do not see this truth.  

a) There are powerful entities suppressing the truth.  

b) Therefore, an entire generation of young people  

(1) are being convinced that we are here by a Big Bang and  

(2) the General Theory of Evolution.  

4. If people do believe there is a God,  

a) they live as though there is no God.  

b) We call that Practical Atheism.  

B. The testimony of the natural world is suppressed,  

1. so that it supposedly does not say creation,  
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2. but evolution.  

a) Listen to any secular source and you will hear evolution,  

b) as though it has been demonstrated to be true.  

c) As a matter of fact you can listen to many religious sources, and  

(1) you will hear plenty of evolution, or  

(2) a curious mix of creation and evolution.  

III. Romans 1.21–25 • The Lie Which Has Suppressed the Truth in Our Society  
 
21 …because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor 
were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts 
were darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23 and changed 
the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man—
and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things. 24 Therefore God also 
gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their 
bodies among themselves, 25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and 
worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed 
forever. Amen.  

A. They ignored God.  

1. Paul shows what happens when men do not glorify God and  

2. do not give Him thanks,  

a) they refuse to have Him in their knowledge.  

b) Their reasoning becomes foolish.  

(1) When a person denies the Supreme Truth,  

(a) God Himself,  

(b) how can they remain logical about origins?  

(2) They embrace futile thinking;  

(a) which leads to a darkened heart.  

(b) They will tell you of their intelligence,  

i) parading their degrees;  
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ii) questioning whether you are qualified engage them in con-
troversy.  

(c) Evidence of their foolishness is furnished in evolution:  

i) The Big Bang says that previous to the massive explosion 
nothing existed or nearly nothing, but  

(1) the explosion created the wonders of  

(2) this universe and life on earth!  

ii) Once things cooled down from this incredible explosion  

(1) the sterile environment  

(2) produced life.  

iii) The life bettered itself through  

(1) time and  

(2) alleged mutations  

(3) that have brought about you.  

B. They exchange the glory of God for the glory of animals.  

1. Does God get the glory whenever you hear evolution?  

2. The glory goes to animals for having brought us here.  

IV. Romans 1.26–32 • The Result Is a Debased Mind  
 
26 For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women 
exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. 27 Likewise also the 
men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one anoth-
er, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves 
the penalty of their error which was due. 28 And even as they did not like to 
retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do 
those things which are not fitting; 29 being filled with all unrighteousness, 
sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, mur-
der, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, 30 backbiters, haters 
of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to par-
ents, 31 undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; 32 
who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such 
things are deserving of death, not only do the same but also approve of those 
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who practice them.  

A. In verses 24 and 25 Paul demonstrated that the world without God goes 
down the road of uncleanness.  

1. Once men blind themselves to the existence of God,  

2. everything is permitted.  

3. Is everything permitted today?  

B. Look carefully at the list:  

1. Verses 26 and 27 detail the sin of sodomites;  

2. verses 28–32 gives a quick run down of what happens.  

C. Is this not what we are seeing right now?  

1. The farther our culture moves from God,  

2. the farther we sink into reprobate minds.  

3. In 1963 we legislated prayer  

a) out of the lives of school children  

b) as they are learning about life;  

(1) as they are learn how to become adults;  

(2) as they are learn how to function in society.  

4. Should we be surprised that since 1963 there has been a rapid decrease 
in morality?  

a) If evolution is not refuted vigorously, and  

b) creation is not taught,  

(1) things will get worse.  

Exhortation:  

I. The General Theory of Evolution is evil.  

A. It denies God.  

B. It denies logic,  
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1. teaching that there was nothing, but  

a) somehow there was explosion  

b) that made the universe; but  

2. you cannot get something from nothing.  

C. It denies science,  

1. for there is no mechanism  

a) that would make rocks and  

b) non-living matter  

c) suddenly turn into life; and  

2. there is no mechanism  

a) that would make that original life  

b) keep changing itself into new life forms.  

II. If Evolution Is True, Your Only Hope Is Extinction.  

A. What kind of a life  

1. are you going to live  

2. in the mean time?  

B. If evolution is true, we should be getting better as a people.  

1. We have made many advancements,  

a) showing that we are made in the image of God, but  

b) the advancements have not given peace of mind.  

III. If Creation Is True, You Have the Hope of Eternal Life.  

A. If there is a God who is responsible for your origination,  

1. He can also do something  

2. about your future.  

B. The first was unconditional,  

1. the other is conditional.  
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2. You were made regardless of your say in the matter.  

a) However, where you spend eternity  

b) is something in which you do have a say.  

C. Here is the difference:  

1. To be banished from your Creator forever, do nothing.  

2. To live with your Creator forever:  

a) Learn about Jesus Christ.  

b) Realize that if God created you,  

(1) He has something in mind for your life.  

(2) Are you fulfilling His desire for your life?  

c) Become a new creation:  

(1) “God never mends. He creates anew” (Dwight Moody).  

(2) Whatever your past, it will be forgiven.  

(3) Romans 6 reveals that baptism  

(a) is part of this recreation of you.  
 
3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore 
we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that 
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Fa-
ther, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  
 
– Romans 6.3–4  

D. The creation/evolution controversy is not just about how did we arrived here,  

1. it is also about two more things:  

a) The life that you live now;  

b) And where you are going.  

2. Where are you going? 


