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The Need for National Repentance  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • October 25, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Phil Joseph – Psalm 51.16–17  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – Any songs on repentance?  

Prelude:  

I. I suppose that the majority of you  

A. will agree with what I have to say today.  

B. This message really needs to get out into the world,  

1. into the ears, minds, and hearts of our fellow Americans.  

2. Yet, I have to start with my message somewhere.  

II. Perhaps you can carry this message to others, or  

A. do something else to promote what I speak today.  

B. I am not asking you to promote me, but  

1. what I show you from the Bible and from American history.  

2. Our nation has strayed from the basis of the founding of our nation,  

a) which means that we have strayed from the Scriptures, and  

b) we shall experience the same disaster as nations have in the past,  

(1) if we do not repent.  

(2) If we do not repent,  

(a) I do not know when disaster shall strike, but  

(b) it shall happen.  

III. The principle laid down:  

A. Psalm 51.16–17  
 
16 For You do not desire sacrifice, or else I would give it;  
  You do not delight in burnt offering.  
17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit,  
  A broken and a contrite heart—  
  These, O God, You will not despise.  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  – Psalm 51.16–17  

B. Psalm 66.18  
 
18 If I regard iniquity in my heart,  
  The Lord will not hear.  
 
  – Psalm 66.18  

C. These passages are also true nationally.  

D. Deuteronomy 28 warned Israel of several consequences for straying.  

1. Consider part of what Moses said:  
 
20 “The LORD will send on you cursing, confusion, and rebuke in all 
that you set your hand to do, until you are destroyed and until you perish 
quickly, because of the wickedness of your doings in which you have for-
saken Me. 21 The LORD will make the plague cling to you until He has 
consumed you from the land which you are going to possess. 22 The 
LORD will strike you with consumption, with fever, with inflammation, 
with severe burning fever, with the sword, with scorching, and with 
mildew; they shall pursue you until you perish. 23 And your heavens 
which are over your head shall be bronze, and the earth which is under 
you shall be iron. 24 The LORD will change the rain of your land to 
powder and dust; from the heaven it shall come down on you until you 
are destroyed.”  
 
– Deuteronomy 28.20–24  

2. Can we learn anything from Israel?  

a) Yes, that is why this information is in the Bible.  

b) He used Israel to teach the world what happens when we leave him.  

IV. Here is what I want to show you today:  

A. First, I want to show you biblical national confessions of sin.  

B. Second, I will show you American congressional confessions.  

C. Third, I will talk about National Confession and National Repentance today.  
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Persuasion:  

I. Biblical National Confession of Sin  

A. Judges 10.6–9, 10–16 during the time of Jephthah  

1. First pictures what Israel did and the consequences:  
 
6 Then the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of the LORD, and 
served the Baals and the Ashtoreths, the gods of Syria, the gods of Sidon, 
the gods of Moab, the gods of the people of Ammon, and the gods of the 
Philistines; and they forsook the LORD and did not serve Him. 7 So the 
anger of the LORD was hot against Israel; and He sold them into the 
hands of the Philistines and into the hands of the people of Ammon. 8 
From that year they harassed and oppressed the children of Israel for 
eighteen years—all the children of Israel who were on the other side of 
the Jordan in the land of the Amorites, in Gilead. 9 Moreover the people 
of Ammon crossed over the Jordan to fight against Judah also, against 
Benjamin, and against the house of Ephraim, so that Israel was severely 
distressed.  
 
– Judges 10.6–9  

2. Then what Israel did to fix the problem:  
 
10 And the children of Israel cried out to the LORD, saying, “We have 
sinned against You, because we have both forsaken our God and served 
the Baals!” 11 So the LORD said to the children of Israel, “Did I not de-
liver you from the Egyptians and from the Amorites and from the people 
of Ammon and from the Philistines? 12 Also the Sidonians and 
Amalekites and Maonites oppressed you; and you cried out to Me, and I 
delivered you from their hand. 13 Yet you have forsaken Me and served 
other gods. Therefore I will deliver you no more. 14 Go and cry out to 
the gods which you have chosen; let them deliver you in your time of dis-
tress.” 15 And the children of Israel said to the LORD, “We have sinned! 
Do to us whatever seems best to You; only deliver us this day, we pray.” 
16 So they put away the foreign gods from among them and served the 
LORD. And His soul could no longer endure the misery of Israel.  
 
– Judges 10.10–16  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B. Nehemiah 1.5–6  
 
5 And I said: “I pray, LORD God of heaven, O great and awesome God, You 
who keep Your covenant and mercy with those who love You and observe 
Your commandments, 6 please let Your ear be attentive and Your eyes open, 
that You may hear the prayer of Your servant which I pray before You now, 
day and night, for the children of Israel Your servants, and confess the sins of 
the children of Israel which we have sinned against You. Both my father’s 
house and I have sinned.”  
 
– Nehemiah 1.5–6  

1. Nehemiah then listed how they had sinned.  

2. Therefore, he asked for mercy before the Persian king whom he served.  

C. In both cases, and many others in the Old Testament,  

1. God listened to his people and  

2. they found deliverance from the troubles that were pursuing them.  

II. American Confession of Sin During the Revolution  

A. On March 23, 1775,  

1. when America made the decision to break from Great Britain,  

2. they set off events that would lead to war with the world’s superpower.  

a) At one point, 400 British ships arrived on the American shores.  

b) The Americans were just a ragtag army.  

(1) They would need divine help  

(2) during the years of 1775–1783.  

3. As General Washington and his troops fought the British war machine,  

a) Congress issued 15 prayer proclamations for the American population.  

b) What I want to show is that 14 of those documents  

(1) first implore the people to confess and to repent of sin,  

(2) before they could ask God for help in the war.  
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B. The Confessions of the Continental Congress  

1. June 12, 1775  
 
“…confess and deplore our many sins; and offer up our joint supplica-
tions to the all-wise, omnipotent, and merciful Disposer of all events; 
humbly beseeching him to forgive our iniquities…”  

2. March 16, 1776  
 
“…it becomes the indispensable duty of these hitherto free and happy 
colonies, with true penitence of heart, and the most reverent devotion, 
publicly to acknowledge the over ruling providence of God; to confess 
and deplore our offenses against him…that we may, with united hearts, 
confess and bewail our manifold sins and transgressions, and, by a sin-
cere repentance and amendment of life, appease his righteous displea-
sure, and, through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ, obtain his 
pardon and forgiveness; humbly imploring his assistance…” 

3. December 11, 1776  
 
“…to implore of Almighty GOD the Forgiveness of the many Sins prevail-
ing among all Ranks…recommend to all the Members of the United 
States, and particularly to the Officers civil and military under them, the 
Exercise of Repentance and Reformation…[forbid the military from] pro-
fane Swearing, and all the Immoralities…”  

4. November 1, 1777  
 
“…that, together with their sincere Acknowledgments and Offerings, 
they may join the penitent Confession of their manifold Sins, whereby 
they had forfeited every Favor; and their humble and earnest Supplica-
tion that it may please GOD through the Merits of Jesus Christ, merciful-
ly to forgive and blot them out of Remembrance…”  

5. March 7, 1778  
 
“Whereas Almighty GOD in the righteous Dispensation of his Provi-
dence, hath permitted the continuation of a cruel and desolating WAR in 
our land; and it being at all Times, the Duty of a People, to acknowledge 
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GOD in all his ways, and more especially to humble themselves before 
him when evident tokens of his Displeasures are manifested;—to ac-
knowledge his righteous Government, confess and forsake their evil 
Ways, and implore his Mercy:  
 
“RESOLVED,  
 
“THAT it be recommended to the UNITED-STATES OF AMERICA to set 
apart WEDNESDAY the 22d of APRIL next, to be observed as a day of 
FASTING, HUMILIATION and PRAYER; that at one time, and with one 
Voice, the Inhabitants may acknowledge the righteous Dispensations of 
Divine Providence, and confess their Iniquities and Transgressions for 
which the Land mourneth; that they may implore the Mercy and Forgive-
ness of GOD, and beseech him that Vice, Profaneness, Extortion, and 
every Evil, may be done away…”  

6. November 17, 1778  
 
“And it is further recommended, that, together with devout thanksgiving, 
may be joined a penitent confession of our sins, and humble supplication 
for pardon, through the merits of our Savior; so that, under the smiles of 
Heaven, our public councils may be directed…”  

7. March 20, 1779  
 
“WHEREAS, in just Punishment of our manifold Transgressions, it hath 
pleased the Supreme Disposer of all Events to visit these United States 
with a calamitous War, through which his Divine Providence hath hither-
to in a wonderful Manner conducted us, so that we might acknowledge 
that the Race is not to the Swift, nor the Battle to the Strong: AND 
WHEREAS, there is but too much Reason to fear that notwithstanding the 
Chastisements received and Benefits bestowed, too few have been suffi-
ciently awakened to a Sense of their Guilt, or warmed with Gratitude, or 
taught to amend their Lives and turn from their Sins, that so he might 
turn from his Wrath…”  

8. October 20, 1779  
 
“…that he would in mercy look down upon us, pardon our sins and re-
ceive us into his favor, and finally, that he would establish the indepen-
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dence of these United States upon the basis of religion and virtue…”  

9. March 1780  
 
“It Having pleased the righteous GOVERNOR of the World for the Pun-
ishment of our manifold Offenses, to permit the Sword of War still to ha-
rass our Country, it becomes us to endeavour, by humbling ourselves be-
fore him, and turning from every evil Way to advert his anger and obtain 
his Favor and Blessing: It is therefore hereby recommended to the several 
States…make us sincerely penitent for our Transgressions…to banish Vice 
and Irreligion from among us…”  

10.October 31, 1780  
 
“…to confess our unworthiness of the least of his favors…that it may 
please him still to pardon our heinous transgressions…”  

11.March 1781  
 
“…with true penitence of heart…confess and bewail our manifold sins 
and transgressions, and by sincere repentance and amendment of life, 
appease his righteous displeasure, and through the merits of our blessed 
Savior, obtain pardon and forgiveness…”  

12.October 26, 1781  
 
“…to confess our manifold sins…that it may please Him to pardon our 
offenses…”  

13.March 1782  
 
“The United States in Congress assembled, therefore, taking into consid-
eration our present situation, our multiplied transgressions of the holy 
laws of our God…”  

14.October 1782 [none]  

15.October 18, 1783  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“…that it may please him to pardon all our offenses…”  

C. What was the result?  

1. God granted them favor and  

2. the ragtag American army  

a) defeated the world’s superpower!  

b) Benjamin Franklin knew this to be true.  

3. When the Continental Congress was putting together our Constitution,  

a) they argued and argued.  

b) They were not getting anywhere.  

(1) Then he spoke up, addressing George Washington  

(2) who was in charge of the meeting:  
 
“In this situation of this Assembly, groping as it were in the dark 
to find political truth, and scarce able to distinguish it when pre-
sented to us, how has it happened, Sir, that we have not hitherto 
once thought of humbly applying to the Father of lights to illumi-
nate our understandings?” 

c) Franklin reminded them of their prayers in that room during the war.  

(1) He said that everyone was persuaded  

(2) that God heard and answered their prayers.  

d) He then said:  
 
“And have we now forgotten that powerful friend?…I have lived, Sir, 
a long time, and the longer I live, the more convincing proofs I see of 
this truth—that God governs in the affairs of men.”  

(1) Dr. Franklin, I cannot speak of your generation, but  

(2) I will answer your questions for today’s generations of Americans:  

(a) YES, WE HAVE FORGOTTEN THAT POWERFUL FRIEND!  
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(b) Our government, schools, entertainment, and just about every 
other segment of our population seeks to keep God silenced.  

4. May I quote Franklin one more time?  

a) He believed that if a sparrow cannot fall to the ground unseen by God,  

b) it was not probable that an empire could arise without his aid.  
 
“I firmly believe this, and I also believe that without his concurring 
aid we shall succeed in this political building no better than the 
builders of Babel.”  

D. We live today in the blessings  

1. that God granted to our spiritual fathers in ancient Israel and  

2. that God granted to our founding fathers in the days of the Revolution.  

III. National Confession and Repentance Today  

A. What do we need to confess and from what do we need to repent?  

B. I want to start with the churches of all kinds.  

1. In many places, the assembly is simply a sanctified rock concert.  

2. The use of psychology or psychotherapy have superseded Scripture.  

3. It is not my purpose to say that everything about the church,  

a) or what I will say about our nation,  

b) is bad for there is plenty of good and  

(1) that is why we are still here.  

(2) There are many people who are the salt of the earth.  

C. Our nation has embraced:  

1. The killing of unborn babies and shortly after birth  

2. Homosexuality, especially same-sex marriage  

3. Pornography  

D. The biggest thing we have done  
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1. is sought to silence him who birthed our nation.  

2. Yet, we are surprised by the year 2020!  

Exhortation:  

I. James 4.8–10 says what everyone in the nation and in the churches must do:  
 
8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you 
sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Lament and mourn and 
weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 
Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.  
 
– James 4.8–10  

II. What we should do.  

A. We cannot have a “holier than thou” mind toward our fellow Americans, but  

B. we should think as Ezra did:  
 
5 At the evening sacrifice I arose from my fasting; and having torn my gar-
ment and my robe, I fell on my knees and spread out my hands to the LORD 
my God. 6 And I said: “O my God, I am too ashamed and humiliated to lift 
up my face to You, my God; for our iniquities have risen higher than our 
heads, and our guilt has grown up to the heavens. 7 Since the days of our 
fathers to this day we have been very guilty, and for our iniquities we, our 
kings, and our priests have been delivered into the hand of the kings of the 
lands, to the sword, to captivity, to plunder, and to humiliation, as it is this 
day.”  
 
– Ezra 9.5–7  

III. I implore you turn to God now  

A. that he may hear your prayers  

B. on behalf of our nation. 


