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Is It the Best of Times or Is It the Worst of Times?  
Ecclesiastes 7.14  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • November 1, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Chris Meyer – Ecclesiastes 7.13–14  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – Songs on Faith  

Prelude:  

I. Charles Dickens:  
 
“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it 
was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of in-
credulity, it was the season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the 
spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we had everything before us, we 
had nothing before us, we were all going direct to heaven, we were all going 
direct the other way…”  

II. Solomon gave us insight into why we have the best of times and the worst of 
times:  
 
14 In the day of prosperity be joyful,  
 But in the day of adversity consider:  
 Surely God has appointed the one as well as the other,  
 So that man can find out nothing that will come after him.  
 
 – Ecclesiastes 7.14  

A. In other words, as Solomon wrote elsewhere:  
 
1 Do not boast about tomorrow,  
  For you do not know what a day may bring forth.  
 
  – Proverbs 27.1  

B. If every year is a good year,  

1. we will have faith in the year, but  

2. our faith needs to be in God.  

a) Will we trust God  

b) even when times are difficult?  
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C. Does Job need to speak to us as he did to his wife?  
 
10 “Shall we indeed accept good from God, and shall we not accept adver-
sity?”  
 
– Job 2.10  

1. We have to show God  

2. that we will embrace him  

a) whether it is the best of times or the worst of times.  

(1) Can we accept good from God?  

(2) Can we accept adversity?  

b) Don’t couples say to one another at their wedding:  
 
… to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for 
richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till 
death parts us, according to God’s holy ordinance; and thereto I give 
my promise of marriage.  

(1) What kind of love would that couple have  

(2) if they did not have and hold  

(a) during the worst times?  

(b) during the poor times?  

(c) during the sick times?  

D. Is not God greater than our spouses?  

1. Should I still have and hold him during the worst of times?  

2. Should not my loyalty and allegiance to him be greater than what I have 
toward my spouse?  

III. The year 2020 has certainly been an unusual year.  

A. The Pandemic  

B. The Riots  
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C. Businesses Closing  

D. The Crazy Presidential Election  

E. The Fires on the West Coast  

F. Hurricanes and Storms in the South and in the East  

G.And we still have two months to go! Your Welcome.  

IV. Consider some memes that have appeared on social media… 

V. Now, consider these things.  

Persuasion:  

I. We Are Not Used to Bad Times Nationally  

A. I do not mean in anyway to diminish whatever ill affects  

1. you have had during 2020.  

2. So please recognize that I am speaking about the nation.  

B. I have often thought  

1. that during my lifetime life has been good for the United States.  

a) I was born in 1957 and here we are in 2020.  

b) For those of you older than me, you can scan those decades and  

(1) see how life has been,  

(2) at least compared to times before.  

2. Yes, there have been turbulent times during the past 6 decades, but  

a) not like this year.  

b) Yet, how does this year compare to:  

(1) World War II?  

(2) The Great Depression?  

(3) World War I?  

(4) The Civil War?  

(5) The Revolutionary War?  
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3. Most of the time  

a) the rest of the world would  

b) love to have what we call bad times because  

(1) our bad times are far better than their bad times and  

(2) for some our bad times are far better than their good times.  

C. God has blessed us because  

1. we have blessed him, and  

2. he has also blessed us even when  

a) we did not bless him.  

b) Can he allow a little adversity into our lives  

(1) to remind us  

(2) that life is not about us?  

c) Can he allow a little adversity into our lives  

(1) to remind us  

(2) that we have it very good?  

d) Can he allow a little adversity into our lives  

(1) to remind us  

(2) that he is always with us?  

II. What Determines Your Quality of Life?  

A. One of the things that has impressed me about the Beatitudes in Matthew 5  

1. is that Jesus teaches we can have happiness in spite our outward life.  

2. He revealed that happiness is about what is going on inside of you:  
 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit…  
Blessed are those who mourn…  
Blessed are the meek…  
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness… 
Blessed are the merciful… 
Blessed are the pure in heart… 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Blessed are the peacemakers… 
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake…”  
 
– Matthew 5.3–12   

a) Did he say anything about the economy?  

b) Did he say anything about material possessions?  

c) Did he say anything about a favorable government?  

d) Did he say anything about people loving you?  

(1) In fact, he said that you can be happy even when persecuted.  

(2) He even said elsewhere:  
 
33 “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have 
peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the world.”  
 
– John 16.33  

B. Remember Habakkuk 3:  
 
17 Though the fig tree may not blossom,  
  Nor fruit be on the vines;  
  Though the labor of the olive may fail,  
  And the fields yield no food;  
  Though the flock may be cut off from the fold,  
  And there be no herd in the stalls—  
18 Yet I will rejoice in the LORD,  
  I will joy in the God of my salvation.  
19 The LORD God is my strength;  
  He will make my feet like deer’s feet,  
  And He will make me walk on my high hills.  
 
  – Habakkuk 3.17–19  

1. That is not just a clever poem,  

2. it speaks of how life goes sometimes,  
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a) even in the United States of America.  

b) We believe in God and we should show it when life is not the best of 
times.  

C. Also, remember Second Corinthians 5.7:  
 
7 For we walk by faith, not by sight.  
 
– 2 Corinthians 5.7  

D. Here is the thing:  

1. We can’t always control our circumstances, but  

2. we can control how we react to them, whatever they are.  

a) How we respond to the issues of life  

b) determines how we look at all of life, and  

(1) how we look at all of life determines  

(2) how we respond to the issues of life.  

E. Therefore, you are the one who is going to determine  

1. whether your life will be the best of times or the worst of times,  

2. whether your life will be the time for wisdom or the time of foolishness,  

3. whether your life will be the epoch of belief or the epoch of unbelief,  

4. whether your life will be the season of light or the season of darkness,  

5. whether your life will be the spring of hope or the winter of despair,  

6. whether you see that everything is before you or nothing is before you,  

7. whether you are going direct to heaven or going direct the other way.  

a) Remember Ecclesiastes 7.14:  
 
14 In the day of prosperity be joyful,  
  But in the day of adversity consider:  
  Surely God has appointed the one as well as the other,  
  So that man can find out nothing that will come after him.  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  – Ecclesiastes 7.14  

b) What should you consider?  

(1) Your life will not always be a time of prosperity  

(2) nor shall it always be a time of adversity.  

c) Consider what the Lord wants you to learn during times of adversity.  

III. Remember Israel and the Spies  

A. The Lord promised Israel that the Land of Canaan was theirs.  

1. They just had to follow the Lord and,  

2. enter the land and take it.  

B. After showing the massive fruit of the land, ten of the 12 spies reported that:  
 
27 “We went to the land where you sent us. It truly flows with milk and 
honey, and this is its fruit.”  
 
– Numbers 13.27 

1. Then they ruined that report with these discouraging words:  
 
28 “Nevertheless the people who dwell in the land are strong; the cities 
are fortified and very large; moreover we saw the descendants of Anak 
there. 29 The Amalekites dwell in the land of the South; the Hittites, the 
Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in the mountains; and the Canaanites 
dwell by the sea and along the banks of the Jordan.”  
 
– Numbers 13.28–29  

2. All that they could see was what they thought was bad.  

a) They could not see the good.  

b) And most importantly, they forgot the promise and power of God.  

(1) He delivered them from Egypt.  

(a) He put ten plagues on the Egyptians.  
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(b) He destroyed the Egyptian army in the Red Sea.  

(2) He sustained them for two years in the wilderness.  

3. But evidently he could not overthrow the Canaanites?!  

C. Caleb was right on target:  
 
30 Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, “Let us go up at 
once and take possession, for we are well able to overcome it.”  
 
– Numbers 13.30  

D. Joshua and Caleb together said:  
 
7 “The land we passed through to spy out is an exceedingly good land. 8 If 
the LORD delights in us, then He will bring us into this land and give it to 
us, ‘a land which flows with milk and honey.’ 9 Only do not rebel against 
the LORD, nor fear the people of the land, for they are our bread; their pro-
tection has departed from them, and the LORD is with us. Do not fear 
them.”  
 
– Numbers 14.7–9  

1. Therefore, regardless of what happens this year, the next, or any year,  

2. keep your eyes on the Lord Jesus Christ and  

a) watch what he does in your life,  

b) things that you never expected, but  

(1) only if you continue to live by faith  

(2) rather than by putting faith in anything of this world.  

IV. Good Things this Year  

A. It is going to be a good year for me because Flannery was born this year.  

B. It has been a good year for:  

1. Dominic Meyer  

2. Diane Garcia  
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3. Kayleigh Meyer  

4. Colbie Estes  

5. Nash Crisp  

6. Nikki Wheeler  

a) Do you know why I named those people?  

b) They were all baptized into Christ this year.  

(1) That is not only a good year for them but  

(2) for us too because we have new brothers and sisters in Christ.  

c) And we still have two more months of 2020 to go!  

Exhortation:  

I. What am I saying?  

A. Bad things happen because that is part of living in this world.  

B. Bad things happen sometimes because we created the situation.  

C. Bad things happen sometimes because God does not want our faith in tomor-
row.  

II. Therefore:  

A. Learn to see life with the eyes of God.  

B. Live by faith, not by sight.  

C. Learn to find the good.  

III. If you have sinned,  

A. repent of it now.  

B. Then consider this:  

1. Do you really want to go through this life  

2. with all its ups and downs and uncertainties.  

a) without the guidance of the God of heaven?  

b) Are you ready to do something about it? 


