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Ten Tortured Words (Part 1)  
How the Founding Fathers Tried to Protect Religion in America  

Based largely on the book, Ten Tortured Words, by Stephen Mansfield  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • December 13, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Dominic Meyer – First Timothy 2.1–2  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – Any songs on America  

Prelude:  

I. Last Lord’s Day,  

A. I referenced a juror who was dismissed for praying.  

B. This contradicts what the Founding Fathers of America sought.  

1. I thought I saw the article in our local paper, but  

2. I saw it in an email that I get from First Liberty Institute.  

II. A deliberating juror had told the other jurors  

A. that he had prayed and trusted in God’s guidance during the deliberation.  

B. For that he was dismissed.  

1. Whether that juror had to swear, “so help me God,”  

2. I do not know, but  

3. in many places jurors do, and  

a) what a contradiction  

b) that the court would ask them to swear by God, but don’t pray.  

III. How did we go  

A. from, “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof,”  

B. to dismissing a juror for saying that he prayed?  

IV. I want to present to you a series of messages titled, “Ten Tortured Words,”  

A. based on the book of the same title by Stephen Mansfield.  

B. It is an excellent book.  

C. I believe that what he shows is extremely important for our freedom as Chris-
tians in the United States of America.  
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1. You heard the Scripture reading of First Timothy 2, and  

2. when I show you what Stephen Mansfield says,  

a) you will be compelled to pray more earnestly  

b) for the things that Paul wrote about to Timothy.  

3. Consider those verses again and what Paul continued to say.  

a) Paul began by saying that we should pray for all in authority  

b) that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness & rever-
ence.  

4. He explained why we want that quiet and peaceable life:  
 
3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who 
desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 
For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man 
Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time, 7 for which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle—I am 
speaking the truth in Christ and not lying—a teacher of the Gentiles in 
faith and truth.  
 
– 1 Timothy 2.3–7  

V. Living a quiet and peaceable life  

A. is not about having a good life, nor  

B. is it about having a good retirement.  

1. It is about the freedom to live as a Christian and  

2. to carry out the Great Commission.  

VI. The Founding Fathers of the United States of America,  

A. gave us the Bill of Rights,  

B. which have enabled Christianity or the church  

1. to thrive even as they wanted it to thrive.  

2. Because of that the first clause of the First Amendment  

a) has been twisted and tortured by the secularists in America and  
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b) we have allowed it to cripple us.  

C. The Establishment Clause has no poetry or high-sounding speech, but  

1. it prohibitive and Stephen Mansfield says,  

2. the words are almost angry:  
 
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion…”  

D. Other national governments had made laws respecting establishments of reli-
gion and wreaked havoc on the church and believers.  

1. Many suffered persecution,  

2. even to death for not complying with the national church mandate.  

a) Even as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego were thrown into the fire,  

b) even as Daniel was thrown into the lion’s den, and  

c) even as the apostles suffering bodily injury and death.  

E. America’s Founding Fathers set up an environment that allowed religion to 
thrive  

1. without commanding it from the citizens.  

2. You can choose whatever church you want or no church.  

a) We celebrate faith, but  

b) the government cannot command it.  

(1) That means that the church is protected, but  

(2) no church is prescribed.  

VII.Christianity exploded in growth like it had not since the first few centuries.  

A. The whole Constitution flourished as a result also.  

B. Now that the government has taken a different approach,  

1. not only has the First Amendment suffered from misinterpretation, but  

2. the rest of the Constitution is suffering.  

C. These same people want to banish  
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1. the Electoral College,  

2. the Second Amendment,  

3. the Thirteenth Amendment, and  

4. some want to completely overthrow our whole system.  

VIII.Since the Constitution allows religion to exist and  

A. since the Constitution does not prohibit the free exercise of it,  

B. Christianity has flourished and the government went along  

1. without requiring people to engage in religion.  

2. Congress even printed Bibles!  

3. Congress and presidents have called for days of fasting and prayer  

a) without making those practices compulsory, but  

b) simply requested that the citizens support these proclamations.  

4. The government even had religious services in government buildings.  
 
“It was not paradise, but it was an attempt on the part of a national gov-
ernment to encourage religion in general without demanding religion in 
particular.”  
 
– Stephen Mansfield, page xiv  

IX. The states could be as religious as they desired.  

A. Did you know that the far left, ultimate liberal Oregon mentions God in its 
Constitution?  

B. Article I is the Oregon Bill of Rights, listing 46 sections.  

1. Section 2 says:  
 
“Freedom of worship. All men shall be secure in the Natural right, to 
worship Almighty God according to the dictates of their own con-
sciences.”  

2. It is not just that the Oregon Constitution  
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a) grants the freedom to worship God, but  

b) the language clearly acknowledges that there is a God.  

X. The peaceful co-existence of church and government lasted for 150 years.  

A. However, something happened in the 1940s  

B. that has forever changed America,  

1. at least until believers in this nation  

2. gain large enough numbers again to make religion favorable again:  
 
“So solid was this arrangement, so clear this vision of religion and gov-
ernment, that the Supreme Court was not even called upon to issue a rul-
ing directly related to it until just after World War II, more than a centu-
ry and a half after the defining words were first penned.”  
 
– Stephen Mansfield, page xv  

a) Since then the attacks on religion, especially churches,  

b) have increased so much  

(1) that this book, Undeniable: Faith on Trial in America,  

(2) has 451 of its 464 pages  

(a) filled with lawsuits.  

(b) Each page lists several lawsuits and a brief description.  

C. In 1947, the majority of the Supreme Court ruled against religion in Everson 
v. Board of Education.  

1. The Supreme Court kept the federal government and the states  

2. from aiding religion.  

a) They quoted a letter from Thomas Jefferson  

b) that the First Amendment erected  
 
“a wall of separation between church and state.”  

(1) He wrote this letter 14 years after the First Amendment.  
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(2) He was not even in the country when the First Amendment was 
drafted.  

(a) Even worse, the Supreme Court did not consider the context.  

(b) They did not consider the letter to which he was responding,  

i) they did not consider the whole of his letter, for  

ii) if they had, they would have seen  

(1) that he wrote keeping the government out of church 
business, and   

(2) he did not write to keep the church from doing its job.  

XI. Things were made worse when  

A. some religious groups opposed a young Texas senator,  

1. exposing his corruption and  

2. abuses in the election that made him a senator.  

B. So in 1954,  
 
“Senator Lyndon Johnson proposed an amendment to the tax code that 
would silence the political speech of religious, tax-exempt organizations. 
Now, not only was government kept from supporting religion, but religion 
was kept from speaking its wisdom into the processes of government.”  
 
page xvi  

1. A huge result from this was that in 1976,  
 
“…the courts began ruling that victims of civil rights abuse could have 
their legal fees paid if they were victorious in lawsuits to reclaim what 
had been taken from them. These rulings were designed, for example, to 
encourage a black man in Alabama to stand up against employment dis-
crimination without fear of losing his life savings in the process. It was a 
noble pillar in the temple of American civil rights, but in time the courts 
began applying this law to religion cases and allowing third parties to 
benefit. This meant that the ACLU [or The Freedom From Religion Foun-
dation, DR] might file a lawsuit to have a cross removed from a state 
park, and the courts could not only force the state to remove the cross 
but also force it to pay the ACLU’s legal fees. With incentives such as 
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these, secularizing America became a profit-making scheme.”  
 
– page xvii  

a) Now a single atheist can change a whole system because  

b) no school or other government operation would dare fight him  

(1) with the potential of losing and  

(2) paying millions of dollars.  

XII.When America’s Founding Fathers said,  
 
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,”  

A. was it their goal to keep faith away from the American public?  

B. Did they mean to turn America into a secular state?  

1. Simply continuing to read the First Amendment  

2. will answer those questions,  
 
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise of it.”  

XIII.Lord willing, next Lord’s Day, I shall continue to look at this topic,  

A. following the book, Ten Tortured Words, and  

B. inform you of the truth on this matter.  

1. By being informed,  

2. you will know what you can do.  

Persuasion:  

I. God Gave Us the Government  

A. Romans 13  
 
1 Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no au-
thority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by 
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God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, 
and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers are not 
a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the au-
thority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same. 4 For he 
is God’s minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does 
not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s minister, an avenger to execute 
wrath on him who practices evil. 5 Therefore you must be subject, not only 
because of wrath but also for conscience’ sake. 6 For because of this you 
also pay taxes, for they are God’s ministers attending continually to this very 
thing. 7 Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, cus-
toms to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.  
– Romans 13.1–7  
 
13 Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s 
sake, whether to the king as supreme, 14 or to governors, as to those who 
are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those 
who do good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put 
to silence the ignorance of foolish men— 16 as free, yet not using liberty as 
a cloak for vice, but as bondservants of God. 17 Honor all people. Love the 
brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king.  
– 1 Peter 2.13–17  

B. Just because the government has been fooled into taking a wrong view of the 
church,  

C. does not mean that we should be fooled into taking a wrong view of the gov-
ernment.  

II. Remember the Scripture Reading for Tonight  
 
1 Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
giving of thanks be made for all men, 2 for kings and all who are in authority, 
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. 3 
For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires 
all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is 
one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, 6 
who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time, 7 for which I 
was appointed a preacher and an apostle—I am speaking the truth in Christ 
and not lying—a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.  
 
– 1 Timothy 2.1–7  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A. Pray for everyone in government at all levels  

B. that they do what is necessary  

1. that we may lead quiet and peaceable lives,  

2. that we live in godliness and reverence,  

3. that we do our part as the church in teaching the world. 


