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Ten Tortured Words, Part 2  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • December 20, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Billy Henshall – First Timothy 2.1–4  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – No Suggestions  

Prelude:  

I. People who forget their heritage  

A. will fall for another heritage,  

B. even if it runs contrary to their original one.  

II. Such as Stephen Mansfield depicts:  
 
“…a secular State arises, purposefully casting off the shackles of traditional 
religion. Faith is outlawed, churches are confiscated, and clergymen are made 
to renounce their vows. Society is cleansed of all religious influence, and the 
foundation is laid for a legal system that will jealously guard the people 
against the encroachment of all gods.”  
 
– Page 6  

A. This is what people think the American Revolution sought to achieve.  

B. The secularists believe that the beginnings of America  

1. were all about silencing the church and  

2. making the state the definer of everything,  

a) believing that man has outgrown religion,  

b) in particular Christianity.  

III. They believe that our Founding Fathers spit in the face of Christianity,  

A. which is why they think they are being constitutional by opposing us.  

B. They truly believe that everything about the American Revolution  

1. was about keeping the church, Christianity, and the Bible  

2. out of the public square.  

a) That is how they read the First Amendment,  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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of reli-
gion…”  

b) Just reading  

(1) the Constitution,  

(2) the Declaration, and  

(3) the Prayer Proclamations during the war,  

(a) shows that these people have completely reversed  

(b) what the Founding Fathers wanted.  

C. If the Bible never existed,  

1. the Declaration never would have happened,  

2. it never would have been worded as it was, and  

a) without the Declaration,  

b) you never would have had a Constitution  

(1) that is friendly toward religion.  

(2) The secularists have every intention of making Christianity private.  

IV. Why did the Pilgrims come here?  

A. Remember that they were persecuted in England, but  

1. they left England and  

2. went to Holland where they stayed for 12 years enjoying freedom.  

a) Therefore, they did not come here because of persecution,  

b) although that was why they left England initially.  

B. It was not about becoming rich in a new land.  

1. Remember that about half of them died during the first winter.  

2. They knew it would be hard.  

C. No, they had higher motives for coming.  

1. The Mayflower Compact was immersed in biblical language, and  
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2. they said explicitly that they came:  
 
“for the Glory of God, and advancements of the Christian faith”  

a) A few years later five ships headed for America.  

b) They wanted to build a Bible Commonwealth.  

(1) The one leading the ships, John Winthrop,  

(2) wanted the five ships tied together off the shore of England.  

(a) He then gave a sermon  

(b) that included this:  
 
“Thus stands the cause between God and us: we are entered 
into covenant with him for this work; we have taken out a 
commission; the Lord hath given us leave to draw our own 
articles…Now if the Lord shall please to hear us, and bring us 
in peace to the place we desire, then hath he ratified this 
covenant and sealed our commission.  
 
“For we must consider that we shall be as a city upon a hill. 
The eyes of all people are upon us. So that if we shall deal 
falsely with our God in this work we have undertaken, and so 
cause him to withdraw his present help from us, we shall be 
made a story and a byword throughout the world.”  
 
– Stephen Mansfield. “Ten Tortured Words.” page 10  

D. The people who came here did not see faith as a private matter.  

1. The idea of not speaking of your faith to others  

2. did not enter their thinking.  

a) They made what for us would have been an unthinkable voyage  

b) only to keep their faith to themselves?  

(1) They believed that God wanted them to change the world.  

(2) The Continental Congress had no intention of stopping that.  
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(a) The first ten words and then the next clause they made  

(b) so that Christianity would continue to expand.  

i) However, they did not want it forced upon others, nor  

ii) do we, believing that you have to decide for yourself.  

E. The people who came here and built the United States of America,  

1. believed that both state and church  

2. come from God and  

a) that both are accountable to God, and  

b) that the Scriptures should guide both.  

(1) As Paul shows in Romans,  

(a) the Christian has his job, Romans 12, and  

(b) the government has its job, Romans 13.  

F. So what we do today is  

1. we put religion, we put our faith in a compartment.  

2. We see it as something for me to practice on my own.  

a) Whereas, the Founders understood  

b) that the Scripture guides every part of life.  

(1) If biblical teaching, biblical doctrine was the truth,  

(2) then they saw it as biblical for all areas of life.  

G.George Washington said it well in his Farewell Address:  
 
“Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, religion 
and morality are indispensable supports. In vain would that man claim the 
tribute of patriotism who should labor to subvert these great pillars of hu-
man happiness…And let us with caution indulge the supposition that moral-
ity can be maintained without religion. Whatever may be conceded to the 
influence of refined education on minds of peculiar structure, reason and 
experience both forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail in ex-
clusion of religious principle.”  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Page 13  

1. Stephen Mansfield said further:  
 
“This idea that government and even patriotism are impossible without 
religion is offensive to many today, but it was a pillar of civic thinking in 
the founding era. One searches in vain to find a man among the founding 
fathers who did not believe that religion in some form was essential to 
the success of the State.”  
 
– Stephen Mansfield, Page 14  

2. George Washington was the president of the Continental Congress  

a) that drafted the Constitution.  

b) Can you imagine him presiding over such a job,  

(1) wanting the men working on it  

(2) to work to make the new nation strictly a secular state?  

(a) The only thing that they did not want was a state church.  

(b) Otherwise, they did everything they could to encourage faith.  

H.Some, such as Alexander Hamilton, did not think that a Bill of Rights was 
necessary.  

1. In his mind, the government could not encroach on religion, the press, 
etc.,  

2. since the Constitution had not given the government any authority to do 
so.  

a) However, Thomas Jefferson said about the Constitution  

b) when it first came out lacking the Bill of Rights:  
 
“I will now add what I do not like. First, the omission of the Bill of 
Rights providing clearly and without the aid of sophisms for freedom 
of religion, freedom of press, protection against standing armies, re-
striction against monopolies, the eternal and unremitting force of 
habeas corpus laws and trials by jury.”  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– Page 16  

(1) Eventually, the Founders knew what government tends to do.  

(2) It goes where it should not go.  

(a) It becomes what God never intended for it to be.  

(b) What is a huge part of the Old Testament?  

i) The prophets especially spoke out against government  

ii) when the government did and became  

iii)what God never intended for them to be and to do.  

(1) Think about it, Isaiah through Nahum, and then  

(2) Zephaniah, Haggai, and Zechariah  

(a) dealt in some way with governments.  

(b) Keep religion away from government and the gov-
ernment will fall.  

V. During the Revolutionary War  

A. the king of England feared the Black Regiment  

1. more than anything or anyone else among the colonists.  

2. This referred to the preachers who preached in long black flowing robes.  

3. By their preaching they fired up the early Americans.  

B. When British troops captured a church,  

1. they would turn it into a stable or a house of prostitution.  

2. They would often kill the preachers and  

a) they collected Bibles and song books, and  

b) would burn them as forbidden literature.  

C. Our Founding Fathers did not forget what had happened, and so  

1. they wanted to make sure  

2. that no one church became the established church.  
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3. They wanted freedom of religion.  

a) James Madison had proposed:  
 
“No religion shall be established by law, nor shall the equal rights of 
conscience be infringed.”  
 
– Page 20  

b) For various reasons they did not like the wording.  

(1) They tried several more wordings, but  

(2) none of them hit it quite right.  

c) Finally, they settled upon what we have today:  
 
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.”  

(1) This left the states free to do as they pleased.  

(2) The federal government was and is forbidden, whereas,  

(a) The church is not forbidden in anyway in the First Amendment.  

(b) However, since 1947 the First Amendment has been  

i) unconstitutionally used and  

ii) unscripturally used  

(1) to silence the church,  

(2) to silence individual believers,  

(3) to keep everyone quiet in expressing faith.  

VI. Now get this.  

A. Twenty-four hours after Congress approved the Bill of Rights,  

B. after they approved of the First Amendment,  

1. Congress asked President George Washington  
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2. to pass the following resolution:  
 
“Resolved, that a joint committee of both Houses be directed to wait 
upon the President of the United States, to request that he would rec-
ommend to the people of the United States a day of public thanksgiving 
and prayer, to be observed by acknowledging, with grateful hearts, the 
many signal favors of Almighty God, especially by affording them an op-
portunity peaceable to establish a Constitution of government for their 
safety and happiness.”  
 
– Page 24  

a) Do you know how President Washington responded to that?  

b) Remember he presided over the Continental Congress  

(1) that gave us the Constitution:  
 
“President Washington was thrilled to comply, and on November 
26, 1789, he urged all Americans to ‘unite in most humbly offer-
ing our prayers and supplications to the great Lord and Ruler of 
Nations, and beseech him to pardon our national and other trans-
gressions.’”  
 
– Stephen Mansfield, page 24  

c) Although at least one Representative in Congress disagreed.  

C. Joseph Story, who wrote Commentaries on the Constitution,  

1. a work that early American lawyers used, and  

2. a man who helped to form our justice system, said:  
 
“Probably at the time of the adoption of the Constitution, and of the 
amendment to it now under consideration [the First Amendment], the 
general if not the universal sentiment in America was that Christianity 
ought to receive encouragement from the State so far as was not incom-
patible with the private rights of conscience and the freedom of religious 
worship. An attempt to level all religions, and to make it a matter of state 
policy to hold all in utter indifference, would have created universal dis-
approbation, if not universal indignation.  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The real object of the First Amendment was not to countenance, much 
less to advance, Mahametanism, or Judaism, or infidelity, by prostrating 
Christianity; but to exclude all rivalry among Christian sects, and to pre-
vent any national ecclesiastical establishment which should give to a hi-
erarchy the exclusive patronage of the national government. It thus cut 
off the means of religious persecution (the vice and pest of former ages), 
and of the subversion of the rights of conscience in matters of religion 
which had been trampled upon almost from the days of the Apostles to 
the present age…”  
 
– Pages 25–26  

a) And yet I ask you,  

b) What has happened today?  

VII.What was important to them,  

A. should be important to us.  

B. It was the Great Commission that drove them:  
 
18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given 
to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded 
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.  
– Matthew 28.18–20  
 
15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature. 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he 
who does not believe will be condemned.”  
– Mark 16.15–16  
 
46 Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for 
the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, 47 and that re-
pentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all na-
tions, beginning at Jerusalem.”  
– Luke 24.46–47 


