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Entugchano: The God Who Intercedes 
Hebrews 7.25 

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • February 28, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Nash Crisp – Hebrews 7.23–25  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – Songs on Jesus  

Prelude:  

I. The difference between a mediator and an intercessor.  

A. The mediator negotiates peace between two parties in conflict.  

B. The intercessor pleads on behalf of the guilty party.  

II. The background of the Book of Hebrews  

A. What that means for  

1. Jews falling away  

2. anyone falling away  

3. anyone who has never become a Christian  

B. We are in desperate need of an intercessor  

Persuasion:  

I. Hebrews 7 • Our Ever Living Intercessor  

A. Earlier the writer showed the greatness of Melchizedek,  

1. a contemporary of Abraham’s about 2,000 years before Christ, and  

a) he was king of Salem, later known as Jerusalem, and  

b) he was a priest to God.  

2. As the writer ended that point,  

3. he revealed that Levi paid tithes to Melchizedek  

a) while still in the loins of his great grandfather Abraham.  

b) Levi was not yet born or even conceived, but  

(1) when Abraham gave tithes to Melchizedek,  

(2) Levi did it in a sense to Melchizedek also.  
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4. The writer noted something else in the exchange between Melchizedek 
and Abraham:  
 
6 …he whose genealogy is not derived from them received tithes from 
Abraham and blessed him who had the promises.  
 
– Hebrews 7.6  

a) Melchizedek’s genealogy did not derive from the Levites.  

(1) He was not a levitical priest.  

(2) They came after him.  

b) In that sense, he was greater than the Levites.  

c) However, the writer also noted  

(1) that Melchizedek not only received tithes from Abraham, but  

(2) that Melchizedek blessed Abraham.  

5. Then the writer made this statement:  
 
7 Now beyond all contradiction the lesser is blessed by the better.  
 
– Hebrews 7.7  

a) Melchizedek was higher than Abraham, because  

(1) Melchizedek blessed Abraham.  

(2) The better blesses the lesser.  

b) Abraham was higher than Levi.  

(1) That means the priesthood of Melchizedek  

(2) was higher than the Levitical priesthood.  

6. The Levitical priesthood could not bring perfection for man.  

a) God designed it that way.  

b) Man needed to see his need for a priest who is an intercessor.  

(1) Man also needed to see that the Levites  



Entugchano: The God Who Intercedes; Heb 7.25; 04573; Page   of  3 7

(2) came up in short in a way that they could not help.  

B. Therefore, the law had to be changed to accommodate a new priesthood  

1. that could bring perfection to humanity.  

2. This new priesthood could not be based on the Levitical or Aaronic line.  

3. The new priest had to be disconnected from the Levitical priestly line.  

C. This the writer said to bring out a point about the Levitical priesthood:  
 
11 Therefore, if perfection were through the Levitical priesthood (for under 
it the people received the law), what further need was there that another 
priest should rise according to the order of Melchizedek, and not be called 
according to the order of Aaron?  

1. Perfection did not come through the levitical priesthood of Israel.  

2. That is why they kept offering sacrifices, because  

a) they were not designed to bring us perfection, but  

(1) to show the need for sacrifices and  

(2) the inadequacy of those sacrifices.  

b) The world needed another priest  

c) who would be after the order of Melchizedek, and  

(1) not after the order of Aaron.  

(2) Aaron, the brother of Moses, was the first priest and  

(a) every subsequent priest had to be a descendent of his and  

(b) meet other qualifications.  

3. The priesthood of Melchizedek was not based on any of those things.  

a) God simply made him a priest.  

b) We needed a priest who would be like him.  

D. That brought about the necessity of changing the law:  
 
12 For the priesthood being changed, of necessity there is also a change of 
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the law. 13 For He of whom these things are spoken belongs to another 
tribe, from which no man has officiated at the altar. 14 For it is evident that 
our Lord arose from Judah, of which tribe Moses spoke nothing concerning 
priesthood.  

1. Aaron was of the tribe of Levi.  

2. The one who would replace the Aaronic priesthood,  

a) did not come from the tribe of Levi, but  

b) from the tribe of Judah.  

(1) That means he could not function as a priest within the Law.  

(2) So the law had to be changed.  

E. This new priest would have an endless life,  

1. something that the descendants of Aaron did not have.  

2. They all had something happen to them just as we have happen to us:  
 
15 And it is yet far more evident if, in the likeness of Melchizedek, there 
arises another priest 16 who has come, not according to the law of a 
fleshly commandment, but according to the power of an endless life. 17 
For He testifies:  
 
 “You are a priest forever  
 According to the order of Melchizedek.”  

3. If the priesthood was based on the flesh,  

4. then the priest would always change because  

a) the priest, like all people, dies.  

b) So we needed one based on something like Melchizedek,  

(1) not based on the flesh, but  

(2) on something different entirely.  

F. With the former law removed, we have a new one that brings hope:  
 
18 For on the one hand there is an annulling of the former commandment 
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because of its weakness and unprofitableness, 19 for the law made nothing 
perfect; on the other hand, there is the bringing in of a better hope, through 
which we draw near to God.  

G.Thus, he would be a priest forever:  
 
20 And inasmuch as He was not made priest without an oath 21 (for they 
have become priests without an oath, but He with an oath by Him who said 
to Him:  
 
 “The LORD has sworn  
 And will not relent,  
 ‘You are a priest forever  
 According to the order of Melchizedek’”),  
 
22 by so much more Jesus has become a surety of a better covenant.  

1. Being a priest forever,  

2. he could bring us a better covenant.  

a) God never promised any of the Levitical or Aaronic priests  

b) that they would serve as priests forever.  

H.Then the writer started getting down to the point that he wanted to make:  
 
23 Also there were many priests, because they were prevented by death 
from continuing. 24 But He, because He continues forever, has an un-
changeable priesthood.  

1. How many high priests served  

a) from Moses to Christ  

b) about 1,474 years?  

2. We cannot say “one” because they kept dying.  

a) However, this new high priest continues forever.  

b) Therefore, his priesthood does not change.  

(1) He became priest in the first century, and  
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(2) he continues as priest in the 21st century.  

I. Finally, the writer makes the point that I want to make today:  
 
25 Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to 
God through Him, since He always lives to make [ėntugca¿nein from 
ėntugca¿nw] intercession for them.  

1. Jesus died because he offered himself, but  

2. he arose from the dead and now  

a) he always lives,  

b) enabling him to intercede for us endlessly.  

(1) That is the function of a priest or high priest,  

(2) he intercedes for the people before God.  

(a) A priest intercedes by offering a sacrifice for them, but  

(b) Jesus offered himself in place of us.  

J. The Hebrew writer went on to explain more of the qualifications of Jesus:  
 
26 For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, 
separate from sinners, and has become higher than the heavens; 27 who 
does not need daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His 
own sins and then for the people’s, for this He did once for all when He of-
fered up Himself. 28 For the law appoints as high priests men who have 
weakness, but the word of the oath, which came after the law, appoints the 
Son who has been perfected forever.  

1. Jesus did not offer a sacrifice for himself because  

2. he never sinned.  

a) He did offer a sacrifice: Himself.  

b) He made that sacrifice for us,  

(1) interceding for us  

(2) that we might have peace with God.  
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II. Jesus Is the God Who Intercedes  

A. We have sinned against our Creator. E. g., Rom 1.28–32  

B. The consequences for our sin are enormous.  

C. Therefore, we have offended the God of heaven and earth.  

1. We have no right to enter his presence.  

2. As Jacob once prayed to God:  
 
10 “I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies and of all the truth 
which You have shown Your servant…”  
 
– Genesis 32.10  

3. However, the intercessor has compassion for us and  

a) speaks to the offended party,  

b) in this case, God the Father.  

(1) Since God loves the Intercessor and us,  

(2) he listens and accepts what the Intercessor has done on our behalf. 


