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Death and the Christian  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • March 21, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Jacob Noveske – Philippians 1.19–24  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – No Suggestions  

Prelude:  

I. Why did you become a Christian?  

A. You do not want to go to hell, but  

B. you want to go to heaven.  

1. You know that either one of those happens after death, and  

2. you believed correctly  

a) that becoming a Christian is the only way to prepare for death.  

(1) Be a Christian go to heaven.  

(2) Do not be a Christian and go to hell.  

(a) I know that is blunt, but  

(b) is that not what your story is?  

b) That being the case, how do you view death now?  

II. Does death still frighten you?  

A. Does the manner of death frighten you?  

B. Is it that the thought of dying now frightens you because you are not done?  

C. Have you forgotten to lean on God’s grace and mercy?  

D. Are you frightened because you are harboring sin?  

III. Has the possibility of getting COVID-19 revealed that you still fear death?  

A. If so, why do you fear that more than driving?  

B. According to Safer-America,  

1. 38,800 people died in car accidents in 2019, and  

2. that does not include the number of people injured.  
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C. USA Coverage says,  
 
“…around 2.9 million people end up suffering light or severe injuries.”  

1. Yet, everyone jumps in their cars and  

2. heads down the road without much thought.  

a) I suspect that news coverage has a lot to do with fear of COVID-19.  

b) Test yourself:  

(1) See if the less news you watch,  

(2) whether the more peace you have.  

IV. Anyway, let’s talk about Death and the Christian.  

Persuasion:  

I. What is fear? Or rather when do we fear?  

A. We fear death when we focus upon the threat  

B. rather than focusing upon the Lord or someone we cherish.  

1. For example,  

a) if we are out front and  

b) your child runs into the street and a car is coming,  

(1) the only thought on your mind will be  

(2) saving your child.  

(a) You will not fear your own death, and  

(b) you will not be thinking of the Lord.  

i) That is not a bad thing, because  

ii) you have to focus on that moment.  

2. However, if we can refocus upon the Lord  

a) it will change how we view and experience death.  

b) Let the Lord be the focus of our lives.  
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C. Think of David facing Goliath.  

1. When King Saul told David that he could not fight Goliath, because  

a) David was a youth,  

b) whereas Goliath had been a man of war from his youth,  

(1) David showed his fearlessness by what he focused upon,  

(2) saying that when a predator, a lion and a bear,  

(a) seized one of his sheep,  

(b) he struck the predator and later killed it.  

c) David then reassured Saul:  
 
36 “Your servant has killed both lion and bear; and this uncircum-
cised Philistine will be like one of them, seeing he has defied the 
armies of the living God. 37 …The LORD, who delivered me from the 
paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from 
the hand of this Philistine.”  
 
– 1 Samuel 17.36–37  

(1) Don’t you love the way David thought and spoke?  

(2) Do you see his confidence?  

(a) Do you want confidence in the face of death like David?  

(b) Do what he did!  

i) He cared for the sheep more than he feared death.  

ii) He cared for Israel more than he feared death.  

(1) His care for both came from the Lord.  

(2) He loved the Lord more than sheep and Israel.  

(a) Sheep and Israel came from the Lord.  

(b) Therefore, David loved the Lord.  

2. Imagine facing an experienced warrior who is almost ten feet tall.  
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a) Yet, listen to David after Goliath disdained him and  

b) after Goliath by his gods cursed him:  
 
45 “You come to me with a sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. 
But I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the 
armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This day the LORD will 
deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you and take your head 
from you. And this day I will give the carcasses of the camp of the 
Philistines to the birds of the air and the wild beasts of the earth, that 
all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel. 47 Then all this 
assembly shall know that the LORD does not save with sword and 
spear; for the battle is the LORD’S, and He will give you into our 
hands.”  
 
– 1 Samuel 17.45–47  

3. For David, it was not about focusing upon the possibility of death, but  

a) he put his attention on the Lord,  

b) acknowledging the Lord in his fights with the predators, and  

c) doing the same thing when he confronted Goliath.  

4. Look at David’s words to Goliath:  

a) David went to Goliath in the name of the Lord.  

b) David knew that the Lord would enable David to kill, not be killed.  

c) David was so focused upon the Lord giving him the victory, he even 
revealed what he would do to Goliath.  

d) It was not about himself, but David wanted all the earth to know God.  

e) David also declared that the battle was the Lord’s, not David’s.  

D. Now think of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego.  

1. King Nebuchadnezzar made an image  

a) that he expected everyone to fall down before and worship.  

b) However, Daniel’s three friends refused to do so.  

(1) Someone reported it to the king.  
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(2) He had them brought before him, and  

(a) he gave them another chance.  

(b) Otherwise, he threatened to thrown them into a furnace.  

2. Notice their focus:  
 
16 “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. 
17 If that is the case, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from 
the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O 
king.”  
 
– Daniel 3.16–17  

3. What was on their minds?  

a) Was it the fire?  

b) Yes, they knew of the fire, because they referenced it.  

(1) However, they knew that God was greater than fire.  

(2) Therefore, he had the ability to deliver them from the fire.  

4. Yet, they did not know whether God would deliver them or not.  

a) Even so, that did not change their focus.  

b) Their thoughts about their God overshadowed fear of dying by fire:  
 
18 “But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve 
your gods, nor will we worship the gold image which you have set 
up.”  
 
– Daniel 3.18  

(1) Sure enough, the king kept his word and  

(2) had the three men thrown into the furnace,  

(a) from which in this case,  

(b) the Lord did deliver them.  

II. Remember that the Lord Is with You  
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A. Deuteronomy 20 shows what Moses told Israel as they faced war.  

1. He told them something  

2. that we as Christians already know, or should know:  
 
1 “When you go out to battle against your enemies, and see horses and 
chariots and people more numerous than you, do not be afraid of them; 
for the LORD your God is with you, who brought you up from the land 
of Egypt. 2 So it shall be, when you are on the verge of battle, that the 
priest shall approach and speak to the people. 3 And he shall say to 
them, ‘Hear, O Israel: Today you are on the verge of battle with your en-
emies. Do not let your heart faint, do not be afraid, and do not tremble 
or be terrified because of them; 4 for the LORD your God is He who 
goes with you, to fight for you against your enemies, to save you.’”  
 
– Deuteronomy 20.1–4  

3. Someone might say:  

a) That was for Israel.  

b) That was for Israel’s battles.  

c) That was then.  

d) He was promising to keep them from death.  

4. However, my point still stands 

a) do not fear because  

b) the Lord is with you all the way.  

5. Now, verses 5–7 show  

a) that he was not necessarily promising safety from death.  

b) Yes, Israel fought wars in which none of them died.  

(1) However, not every war would be like that, because  

(2) as Moses continued he brought up the possibility of death:  
 
5 “Then the officers shall speak to the people, saying: What man 
is there who has built a new house and has not dedicated it? Let 
him go and return to his house, lest he die in the battle and an-
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other man dedicate it. 6 Also what man is there who has planted 
a vineyard and has not eaten of it? Let him go and return to his 
house, lest he die in the battle and another man eat of it. 7 And 
what man is there who is betrothed to a woman and has not mar-
ried her? Let him go and return to his house, lest he die in the 
battle and another man marry her.”  
 
– Deuteronomy 20.5–7  

(a) Even with the possibility of death,  

(b) the Lord still promised to be with them.  

B. Do we not as Christians have the same promise?  

1. You recall that Jesus after his resurrection  

2. gave instructions that his remaining eleven disciples  

a) meet him on a mountain in Galilee.  

b) From there he would ascend into heaven.  

(1) Before he ascended,  

(2) he gave them a command  

(a) to go into all the nations and make disciples.  

(b) He closed with a promise:  
 
20b “…I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  
 
– Matthew 28.20b  

III. Look at Life the Way Paul Did  

A. How many times did he face death?  

B. Yet, even in a Roman prison,  

1. he kept his eyes on the Lord Jesus Christ, and  

2. that enabled him to see life and death  

a) in a way that unbelievers cannot see.  
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b) Let these thoughts be yours:  
 
19 For I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your 
prayer and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 20 according to my 
earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but 
with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be magnified in 
my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me, to live is Christ, 
and to die is gain. 22 But if I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit 
from my labor; yet what I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 For I am hard-
pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be with 
Christ, which is far better. 24 Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is 
more needful for you.  
 
– Philippians 1.19–24  

(1) Paul wrote Philippians from a Roman prison cell.  

(2) Yet, he knew that he would be delivered from that cell.  

(a) He would either be freed politically or  

(b) he would die and that was freedom!  

Exhortation:  

I. Billions of people have gone through the process and gate of death.  

A. We also will go through it.  

B. They did it, we can too.  

1. We have no choice.  

2. Why not then prepare for it?  

a) The only way to prepare for it  

b) is to become a Christian and to live a faithful Christian life.  

II. Hebrews 2 explains something that we should remember about Jesus.  

A. The Lord understands that we fear death.  

B. He understood it so much, listen to what he did for us:  
 
14 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He 
Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy 
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him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and release those 
who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 16 For 
indeed He does not give aid to angels, but He does give aid to the seed of 
Abraham.  
 
– Hebrews 2.14–16  

1. He knows how the fear of death puts us in bondage to fear.  

2. However, he showed that death is not the end that we think it to be.  

III. Living a Christian life means trusting his promises and  

A. everything else that he has said.  

B. Remember he has promised:  
 
20b “…I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  
 
– Matthew 28.20b  

C. What happened to Stephen,  

1. as is recorded in Acts 7  

2. shows the Lord keeping his promise:  
 
54 When they heard these things they were cut to the heart, and they 
gnashed at him with their teeth. 55 But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, 
gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the 
right hand of God, 56 and said, “Look! I see the heavens opened and the 
Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!”  
 
– Acts 7.54–56  

D. Remember Lazarus after death:  
 
22 So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abra-
ham’s bosom.  
 
– Luke 16.22  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IV. Do not focus upon death.  

A. When your time comes  

B. remember the Lord.  

1. However, you will not remember him at death,  

2. unless you already remember him daily now!  

C. What I am telling you today,  

1. you cannot suddenly start focusing upon the Lord  

a) once death stares you in the face, for  

b) you will not do it then.  

(1) You will fear.  

(2) The thought of death will be a terrifying experience.  

2. What I am showing you from the Scriptures is  

a) that you have to start thinking this way now.  

b) If you do,  

(1) you will see death as not only part of life, but  

(2) you will see it as part of your Christian life.  

(a) You will have been living your life for that moment.  

(b) Does that picture you now? 


