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Valiant Youth, Part 1 
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • March 28, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Jackson Meyer – Proverbs 2.1–5  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – Doing Good Works  

Persuasion:  

I. Many Brave People Have Gone on Before: Listen to Them  

A. They have fought battles and won.  

1. They have traveled the journey and arrived.  

2. Consider what they have to say.  

B. That would include the Book of Proverbs.  

1. It speaks to young people first.  

a) Yes, it is for all people.  

b) However, when you read it,  

(1) Twenty three times Solomon said, “My son.”  

(2) The first 15 of those occur in the opening seven chapters.  

2. The point is that Proverbs says to listen!  

C. You need wisdom for living and this Bible Book has it.  
 
1.4 To give prudence to the simple,  
 To the young man knowledge and discretion— 
5 A wise man will hear and increase learning,  
 And a man of understanding will attain wise counsel… 
 – Proverbs 1.4–5  
 
1.8 My son, hear the instruction of your father,  
 And do not forsake the law of your mother;  
9 For they will be a graceful ornament on your head,  
 And chains about your neck.  
 – Proverbs 1.8–9  
 
3.1 My son, do not forget my law,  
 But let your heart keep my commands;  
2 For length of days and long life  
 And peace they will add to you.  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 – Proverbs 3.1–2  
 
3.21 My son, let them not depart from your eyes— 
 Keep sound wisdom and discretion;  
22 So they will be life to your soul  
 And grace to your neck.  
23 Then you will walk safely in your way,  
 And your foot will not stumble.  
24 When you lie down, you will not be afraid;  
 Yes, you will lie down and your sleep will be sweet.  
 – Proverbs 3.21–24  
 
24.13 My son, eat honey because it is good,  
 And the honeycomb which is sweet to your taste;  
14 So shall the knowledge of wisdom be to your soul;  
 If you have found it, there is a prospect,  
 And your hope will not be cut off.  
 – Proverbs 24.13–14  

D. Build on the successes of previous generations.  

1. Like Solomon did with David and  

2. Solomon is urging us to do the same.  

II. Focus on Your Goal, Not on Self  

A. Do not let age, size, lack of: money, ability, or recognition hold you back.  

1. If you want to do a good work,  

2. resources will be made available. 

a) Hindrances will be removed—and  

(1) bigger ones will come, but  

b) they will also be removed— 

(1) Satan does not like good to succeed, but  

(2) God loves to see good succeed.  

3. Do not forget Ephesians 3.20–21:  
 
20 Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that 
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we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, 21 to Him be 
glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. 
Amen.  

B. Consider the weasel, badger, wolverine, rattlesnake, and skunk.  

1. They are all small, but  

2. they so concentrate on their enemy  

a) that they forget  

(1) their own size and the  

(2) size of enemy, and  

(a) drive off the larger animal.  

b) That is valor. 

C. David. 

1. He only knew that in innocent lamb was attacked and with valor killed a 
lion and a bear. 

2. He heard a heathen ridicule God and his army and that was enough to 
put an end to Goliath. 

3. No miracles, but valor by means of his faith.  

III. God Times His Providence Perfectly 

A. Winston Churchill once said,  
 
“There comes a special moment in everyone’s life, a moment for which that 
person was born. That special opportunity, when he seizes it, will fulfill his 
mission—a mission for which he is uniquely qualified. In that moment, he 
finds greatness. It is his finest hour.”  

B. Andrea Pinkston, a friend of my daughter Stephanie in high school, said,  
 
“God has us doing what we’re doing for a reason, and everyone has the 
choice to be motivated to succeed in life.”  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C. The Lord needed to make Jeremiah realize this truth,  
 
4 Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying:  
5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you;  
 Before you were born I sanctified you;  
 I ordained you a prophet to the nations.”  
6 Then said I:  
 “Ah, Lord GOD!  
 Behold, I cannot speak, for I am a youth.”  
7 But the LORD said to me:  
 “Do not say, ‘I am a youth,‘  
 For you shall go to all to whom I send you,  
 And whatever I command you, you shall speak.  
8 Do not be afraid of their faces,  
 For I am with you to deliver you,” says the LORD.  
  
 – Jeremiah 1.4–8  

D. What if these men had failed to seize the opportunity?  

1. God would have found someone else, but  

2. they would have gone down in shame,  

a) just as Mordecai said to his cousin Esther.  

II. Esther and Her Time on Earth  

A. In Esther 4, a plot was revealed to Queen Esther  

1. that would exterminate her people.  

a) Mordecai, her cousin who revealed the plot to her,  

b) could have kept his identity secret,  

(1) He could have encouraged Esther to do likewise.  

(2) He was a man of principle who lived  

(a) for a cause and  

(b) for a people greater than himself.  

c) Finally, Esther had to reveal her secret identity.  
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B. Esther 4.13–14 – Mordecai responded to his cousin,  
 
13 …“Do not think in your heart that you will escape in the king’s palace 
any more than all the other Jews. 14 For if you remain completely silent at 
this time, relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place, 
but you and your father’s house will perish. Yet who knows whether you 
have come to the kingdom for such a time as this?”  

1. Jesus was in a similar situation. 

a) Should He, and Esther, ask to escape the very moment  

b) for which they had come into the world?  
 
27 “Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save Me 
from this hour’? But for this purpose I came to this hour.”  
 
– John 12.27  

2. Mordecai saw Esther’s life in a new light.  

a) Do you think, Esther,  

(1) your beauty and exaltation to queen  

(2) were merely for your own sake?  

b) Would Esther prove to be a leader when her people needed her?  

3. It is at this point  

a) that it will be determined whether the Book will be called  

(1) The Book of Esther, or  

(2) The Book of…Betty, or…  

4. Mordecai’s words come close to mentioning God.  

a) Most of us do not see a divine connection in our lives  

(1) unless it is mentioned directly.  

(2) For example,  

(a) when we are in worship, 
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(b) reading the Bible or  

(c) praying.  

b) What about when at work?  

(1) Living in your neighborhood?  

(2) All the other connections in your life?  

c) Does God have to come right out every single time and say  

(1) here is an opportunity  

(a) to glorify Him,  

(b) to help your neighbor?  

(2) Just remember the story of Esther. 


