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Valiant Youth, Part 2  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • April 4, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Jackson Meyer – Joshua 1.7–8  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – No Suggestions  

Persuasion:  

I. The Overwhelming Task Before Joshua  

A. Moses had just died  

1. after leading several million people out of Egypt and  

2. through a wilderness for 40 years.  

a) What a job!  

b) Could you do it?  

(1) Some of you could and  

(2) some of you could not.  

(a) That is because each one has something  

(b) that he can do that others cannot do.  

3. Then the Lord had Joshua replace Moses.  

a) Joshua would take the people through the Jordan River, and 

b) into the land of Canaan,  

(1) where they would fight wars for seven years,  

(2) conquering the land.  

B. Then he would have to oversee  

1. the distribution of several million people into their new homeland, and  

2. he would be their leader in the new land.  

a) What kind of guidance  

b) would Joshua need to fulfill this work?  

C. Do you realize what a job was before this new leader?  

D. Do you realize what a job is before you in our community?  
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1. Please do not see your future career as only about what you want.  

2. The Lord wants you to do things for the town in which you live.  

II. The Overwhelming Task Before You  

A. Sometimes what you will have to do will seem overwhelming.  

B. As you go through life,  

1. You will learn complicated things.  

2. You will form new and varied relationships.  

3. You may marry.  

4. You may have children.  

5. You will have to make heavy decisions.  

6. You will wonder how you are going to make it.  

7. You will be confused by some people.  

8. You will have huge problems to solve.  

9. However, you will look back and realize God has been with you.  

C. On the negative side you are going to discover:  

1. that often life is not fair;  

2. that the world does not care how you feel about yourself;  

3. that you will not make $50,000 a year right out of high school;  

4. that if you thought your teachers were tough, until you get a boss;  

5. that if you make a mistake, it is not someone else’s fault;  

6. that you will not be able to try as many times as you want to get the right 
answer;  

7. that life is not divided into semesters, and you do not get summers off;  

8. that your problems will not all be solved in 30 minutes, minus time for 
commercials;  

9. that there can be depressing episodes in life.  

D. My Grandma French used to tell me  
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1. that she wished she was still in school.  

2. I thought she was crazy because  

a) school seemed hard to me and  

b) she had a job making money.  

(1) However, once I graduated and  

(a) started working,  

(b) started a family,  

(c) bought a home, and  

(d) all of the other things that grownups do,  

(2) I realized why she said what she said.  

E. On the positive side you are going to discover:  

1. that life will often favor you when you do not understand why;  

2. that people will seek your wisdom;  

3. that there is joy in work;  

4. that you are glad when someone else is the boss;  

5. that your mistakes will be unexpected growing experiences;  

6. that you will see your own growth when you get the right answers;  

7. that you do not want time off constantly;  

8. that problems will make you into a wise person whom others will seek;  

9. that there can be exhilarating episodes in life.  

III.What Did God Tell Joshua on to Do to Succeed at His Task?  

A. Joshua 1 has the instructions  

1. that God gave Joshua  

2. to insure that he would be successful in the endeavor before him,  
 
7 “Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do ac-
cording to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not 
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turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wher-
ever you go. 8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, 
but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do 
according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way 
prosperous, and then you will have good success.”  
 
– Joshua 1.7–8  

B. For success God told Joshua to follow the teachings of the Scriptures.  

1. To know the Scriptures,  

2. he would need to meditate on the Scriptures day and night.  

C. That brings success because  

1. the Creator of the universe teaches you  

2. when you read and meditate upon the teaching of Scripture.  

IV. God Tells Us the Same Thing  

A. The Scriptures present  

1. the only reliable and  

2. the always relevant guidance  

3. on how to succeed in life, because  

a) it is a Book from God.  

b) He created you,  

(1) he knows how you operate best, and  

(2) he knows how this world operates.  

4. He gave you this Book to show how to operate best in this world.  

B. Therefore you should:  

1. read the teachings of God,  

2. meditating on the Books of the Bible  

a) to discover for yourself God’s teachings.  

b) Then have the valor to put those teachings into action.  
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Exhortation:  

I. Everyone Is Only Limited By His Own Thinking  

A. As far as God is concerned,  

1. you can do anything  

2. for which he made you.  

B. Yet, remember God is with you:  
 
20 “…I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.  
– Matthew 28.20  
 
 
31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be 
against us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up 
for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?  
– Romans 8.31–32  

C. Nothing is impossible with faith:  
 
20 So Jesus said to them, “…I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard 
seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will 
move; and nothing will be impossible for you.”  
– Matthew 17.20  
 
37 “For with God nothing will be impossible.”  
– Luke 1.37  

II. The Question Is: Are You With God and His Son Jesus?  
 
26  For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of 
you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  
– Galatians 3.26–27  
 
4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the 
likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrec-
tion…  
– Romans 6.4–5, 12–13


