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You Are Heaven Famous  
Matthew 5.1–12  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • June 27, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Dominic Meyer – Luke 15.4–7  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – No Suggestions (My sermon is based on the Beatitudes)  

Prelude:  

I. You are heaven famous!  

A. I have said that to several Christians, and  

B. every time I get an odd or confused look.  

II. If I said,  

A. “You are world famous,”  

B. I think everyone would understand the meaning,  

1. although you might disagree with me  

2. on whether you are world famous or not.  

a) You know that being world famous is generally a good thing.  

b) You understand that to mean most of the world knows you.  

(1) People who are world famous  

(2) have a reputation that goes far beyond their family and friends.  

C. It means there are more people who know you than people you know.  

D. Let someone in the world hear you name and they know who you are.  

III. Now apply that to being heaven famous.  

A. When someone says your name in heaven,  

1. all of heaven knows you,  

2. although you know very few by comparison who are in heaven.  

B. Luke 15 shows what I mean.  
 
4 “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of them, does 
not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is 
lost until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, 
rejoicing. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and 



You Are Heaven Famous; Matt 5.1–12; 04622; Page   of  2 8

neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep 
which was lost!’ 7 I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven 
over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no 
repentance.”  
 
– Luke 15.4–7  

1. At the end of the next parable, Jesus specified the angels:  
 
10 “Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of 
God over one sinner who repents.”  
 
– Luke 15.10  

a) Two months after my conversion in Longmont, Colorado,  

b) I moved back to California, and  

(1) began worshiping with the South Hills Church in West Covina.  

(2) When several of the brethren there learned  

(a) that I was a new convert,  

(b) they told me what Jesus said.  

i) That amazed me.  

ii) The angels  

(1) noticed me?  

(2) know me?  

(3) rejoiced over my conversion?  

2. It does not matter to the Lord and to all who are in heaven  

3. that there are so many more people than just you.  

a) If you lose your way or become a Christian, and  

b) the Lord brings you back,  

(1) heaven notices because  

(2) you are heaven famous.  
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(a) You are famous in heaven.  

(b) All of heaven knows about you!  

C. In Matthew 10,  

1. Jesus teaches that he makes your name famous  

2. in the presence of the Father himself:  
 
32 “Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess 
before My Father who is in heaven.”  
 
– Matthew 10.32  

IV. Then there is also what is known as The Beatitudes,  

A. the greatest introduction  

B. to the greatest sermon ever, and  

1. in this introduction, The Beatitudes,  

2. Jesus shows how you can be Heaven Famous.  

V. I do not know about preachers, but  

A. I struggle with making a good introduction to my sermons.  

B. Jesus introduced his message in a way  

1. that I have never heard a preacher give,  

2. including myself.  

Persuasion:  

I. How to Be Heaven Famous  
 
1 And seeing the multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when He was 
seated His disciples came to Him. 2 Then He opened His mouth and taught 
them, saying:  
 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,  
  For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
4 Blessed are those who mourn,  
  For they shall be comforted.  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5 Blessed are the meek,  
  For they shall inherit the earth.  
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  
  For they shall be filled.  
7 Blessed are the merciful,  
  For they shall obtain mercy.  
8 Blessed are the pure in heart,  
  For they shall see God.  
9 Blessed are the peacemakers,  
  For they shall be called sons of God.  
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,  
  For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
11 “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of 
evil against you falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for 
great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you.”  

II. The Blessings Show that You Are Heaven Famous  

A. Everyone of those blessings  

1. shows that heaven knows you, because  

2. it takes heaven to fulfill them all.  

B. Think of each one:  

1. Possession of the kingdom of heaven  

2. Comfort  

3. Inheriting the earth  

4. Being filled with righteousness  

5. Obtaining mercy  

6. Seeing God  

7. Being called a son of God  

8. Possessing the kingdom of heaven  

a) He elaborated more on the last blessing,  

b) that you not only possess the kingdom of heaven, but  
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(1) your reward is great in heaven,  

(2) so that it is not just making it to heaven.  

(a) Since you are heaven famous,  

(b) he offers a reward once you get there.  

C. Jesus declared eight paradoxes,  

1. although they are not paradoxes to him, because  

2. these are the way things should be.  

a) He would say that the opposite are paradoxes.  

b) He stated blessings for each of these attitudes.  

(1) A paradox is what appears to be an absurd or contradictory state-
ment, but  

(2) upon further reflection the truth of it becomes obvious.  

D. From the first one to the last one  

1. these are all ways of thinking  

2. to be able to enter the kingdom of heaven.  

a) What we think and  

b) how our thinking shows up in our manner of living,  

(1) all matter to heaven.  

(2) If we disregard thinking in the way The Beatitudes reveal,  

(a) the kingdom of heaven is not ours.  

(b) Not everyone goes to heaven when they die.  

E. Yes, we are saved by grace through faith, but  

1. the Lord wants to see a transformation in our thinking.  

2. He wants to see that transformed thinking show up in how we live.  

III. Humility  

A. What I see in the Beatitudes is someone who is not focused on self.  
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B. Would you describe someone as self-focused who  

1. is poor in spirit,  

2. mourns over his sin,  

3. is meek,  

4. hungers and thirsts after righteousness,  

5. is merciful,  

6. is pure in heart,  

7. is a peacemaker,  

8. is willing to be persecuted for righteousness’ sake?  

IV. Spiritual  

A. What I see in the Beatitudes is someone who thinks after the Spirit.  

B. The Beatitudes do not epitomize  

1. the thinking of the world, but  

2. the thinking of the Spirit.  

a) When you read the Bible,  

b) what kind of person does it teach you to be?  

(1) Don’t The Beatitudes epitomize biblical teaching?  

(2) Notice how it is all about spiritual things.  

C. Perhaps someone says that the third one  

1. about inheriting the earth  

2. sounds like earth-bound thinking.  

a) When you learn from the rest of Scripture,  

b) you learn that this Beatitude is not materialistic.  
 
22b But the wealth of the sinner is stored up for the righteous.  
 
  – Proverbs 13.22  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21 Therefore let no one boast in men. For all things are yours: 22 
whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas, or the world or life or death, or 
things present or things to come—all are yours. 23 And you are 
Christ’s, and Christ is God’s.  
 
– 1 Corinthians 3.21–23  

V. Kingdom of Heaven-Minded  

A. If you live The Beatitudes,  

1. you are living for the kingdom of heaven,  

a) both in the church and  

b) for heaven later.  

2. Hebrews 11 shows kingdom of heaven-minded people:  
 
15 And truly if they had called to mind that country from which they had 
come out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But now they 
desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed 
to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them.  
 
– Hebrews 11.15–16  

B. These people know  

1. that the world is passing away.  

2. Therefore, they look for one that is not passing away:  
 
8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place 
which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing 
where he was going. 9 By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a 
foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with 
him of the same promise; 10 for he waited for the city which has founda-
tions, whose builder and maker is God.  
 
 Hebrews 11.8–10  

a) People who live The Beatitudes live in anticipation of that city.  
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b) Earth is not where it is at for them.  

Exhortation:  

I. Going to heaven is more than  

A. simply becoming a Christian,  

B. being saved from your sins initially. 


