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The Great Are Great If They Are Good  
First Chronicles 3  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • June 20, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Billy Henshall – Proverbs 16.31  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – No Suggestions  

Prelude:  

I. What is greatness if you are not good?  

A. Remember that this life is just a vapor that passes away.  

B. We are here, then we are gone.  

II. Greatness only matters if you are good, and  

A. goodness only matters  

B. if your goodness is in the Lord.  

Persuasion:  

I. First Chronicles 3.1–3 • The Sons of David in Hebron  
 
1 Now these were the sons of David who were born to him in Hebron: The 
firstborn was Amnon, by Ahinoam the Jezreelitess; the second, Daniel, by Abi-
gail the Carmelitess; 2 the third, Absalom the son of Maacah, the daughter of 
Talmai, king of Geshur; the fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith; 3 the fifth, 
Shephatiah, by Abital; the sixth, Ithream, by his wife Eglah.  

A. Amnon is the one who raped his half sister, Tamar.  

B. David was really taken by Abigail, but then she fades from the narrative.  

1. However, we learn that they had a son by the name of Daniel,  

2. not the Daniel that the Bible Book is named after.  

a) Of Abigail, the Bible says that she was a “a woman of good under-
standing and beautiful appearance.”  

b) She was beautiful on the outside and most importantly on the outside.  

C. Absalom is the one  

1. who killed his half-brother Amnon for raping his sister and  

2. Absalom is the one who sought to overthrow the kingdom of David.  
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D. Amnon and Absalom  

1. were not like their father at all.  

2. They were great but they were not good as their father was.  

E. In these sons, David recognized something about God:  

1. Amnon – Faithful  

2. Daniel – God is Judge  

3. Absalom – Father of Peace  

4. Adonijah – My Lord is Yah  

5. Shephatiah – Judged by the Lord  

6. Ithream – Excellence of the People  

II. First Chronicles 3.4 • Hebron and Jerusalem  
 
4 These six were born to him in Hebron. There he reigned seven years and six 
months, and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty-three years.  

A. Hebron: Southwest of Jerusalem  

B. Jerusalem  

1. Why did the Lord choose Jerusalem as his city?  

a) I think it is because of its strategic location  

b) between Africa, Asia, and Europe.  

2. Is there anything  

a) that you would like for me to see and photograph  

b) while I am there next year, Lord willing.  

III. First Chronicles 3.5–9 • The Sons of David in Jerusalem  
 
5 And these were born to him in Jerusalem: Shimea, Shobab, Nathan, and 
Solomon—four by Bathshua the daughter of Ammiel. 6 Also there were Ibhar, 
Elishama, Eliphelet, 7 Nogah, Nepheg, Japhia, 8 Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet
—nine in all. 9 These were all the sons of David, besides the sons of the con-
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cubines, and Tamar their sister.  

A. While David was wrong in what he did with Bathsheba, and she was too,  

1. once he took her as his wife and  

2. since he had her husband killed,  

a) it would have been wrong for him to ignore her and  

b) it would have been wrong for her to ignore him.  

(1) I think they did the right thing in having four sons,  

(2) although we are only familiar with one, Solomon.  

B. Was Nathan named after the prophet?  

1. If so, it is interesting that David named his son after the prophet  

2. who exposed David’s sin with Bathsheba and against Uriah.  

C. David had 15 sons by his wives and  

1. also sons by his concubines and  

2. he had at least one daughter, Tamar.  

D. David’s sons:  

1. Shimea – The hearing prayer  

2. Shobab – Apostate  

3. Nathan – Gift of God  

4. Solomon – Peace  

5. Ibhar – God chooses  

6. Elishama – God hears  

7. Eliphelet – God is deliverance  

8. Nogah – Brilliance  

9. Nepheg – Weak  

10.Japhia – Illustrious  
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11.Elishama – God hears  

a) David had two sons with this name,  

b) which may show that the wives also had a say in the names.  

12.Eliada – God knows  

13.Eliphelet – God is deliverance  

a) Again another wife liked the same name  

b) as one of David’s other sons.  

14.Tamar – Palm Tree, Free Market  

E. David’s children were born in one of two places.  

1. Where were you born?  

2. Who was born in Grants Pass?  

3. Who was born in Oregon?  

4. Who was born the farthest place from here?  

F. The sons of David turned out differently.  

1. One raped  

2. Another killed  

3. Two sought the kingdom  

4. Another received the kingdom  

a) Someone said:  
 
“Virtue, not pedigree, is the mark of nobility.”  

IV. First Chronicles 3.10–14 • The Kings of Judah (also the line to the Christ)  
 
10 Solomon’s son was Rehoboam; Abijah was his son, Asa his son, Jehoshaphat 
his son, 11 Joram his son, Ahaziah his son, Joash his son, 12 Amaziah his son, 
Azariah his son, Jotham his son, 13 Ahaz his son, Hezekiah his son, Manasseh 
his son, 14 Amon his son, and Josiah his son.  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A. What Ezra did was simply list for us the kings of Judah,  

1. starting with Solomon down to Josiah, and  

2. in the next section Ezra will list Josiah’s sons.  

a) Finally, you come to him who rules from heaven  

b) after he was raised from the dead and ascended into heaven.  

B. There were a few women who reigned, but  

1. their times were illegitimate and  

2. so Ezra did not record them.  

a) The one who gets me the most is Athaliah,  

b) who was the Grandmother of Joash in verse 11.  

(1) She killed her Grandsons  

(2) that she might reign as queen.  

(a) If you think you could never do such a thing,  

(b) see how you view wealth and power.  

i) Repeatedly throughout history  

ii) you will find family killing one another  

(1) for money,  

(2) for power,  

(3) for position, etc.  

C. These names represent so much variety.  
 
“In David and Solomon we pass from conflict to peace; in Jeconiah and 
Zedekiah from grief to exile.”  
 
– The Preacher’s Homiletic Commentary, Volume 9, page 13  

V. First Chronicles 3.15–24 • The Descendants of Josiah  
 
15 The sons of Josiah were Johanan the firstborn, the second Jehoiakim, the 



The Great Are Great If They Are Good; 1Ch 3; 04620; Page   of  6 9

third Zedekiah, and the fourth Shallum. 16 The sons of Jehoiakim were Jeconi-
ah his son and Zedekiah his son. 17 And the sons of Jeconiah were Assir, 
Shealtiel his son, 18 and Malchiram, Pedaiah, Shenazzar, Jecamiah, Hoshama, 
and Nedabiah. 19 The sons of Pedaiah were Zerubbabel and Shimei. The sons 
of Zerubbabel were Meshullam, Hananiah, Shelomith their sister, 20 and 
Hashubah, Ohel, Berechiah, Hasadiah, and Jushab-Hesed—five in all. 21 The 
sons of Hananiah were Pelatiah and Jeshaiah, the sons of Rephaiah, the sons of 
Arnan, the sons of Obadiah, and the sons of Shechaniah. 22 The son of 
Shechaniah was Shemaiah. The sons of Shemaiah were Hattush, Igal, Bariah, 
Neariah, and Shaphat—six in all. 23 The sons of Neariah were Elioenai, 
Hezekiah, and Azrikam—three in all. 24 The sons of Elioenai were Hodaviah, 
Eliashib, Pelaiah, Akkub, Johanan, Delaiah, and Anani—seven in all.  

A. Josiah was a good and great king, but  

1. by failing to follow good advice,  

2. his life ended at a young age.  

B. His sons sealed the fate of Judah and Jerusalem.  

1. What are we doing to the legacy of our parents, grandparents, et al.?  

2. What shall be after us?  

a) Solomon dealt with this in the Book of Ecclesiastes.  
 
18 Then I hated all my labor in which I had toiled under the sun, be-
cause I must leave it to the man who will come after me. 19 And who 
knows whether he will be wise or a fool? Yet he will rule over all my 
labor in which I toiled and in which I have shown myself wise under 
the sun. This also is vanity.  
 
– Ecclesiastes 2.18–19  

b) My concerns after leaving Nile Street.  

C. The sons and descendants of Josiah represent a crumbling glory.  

D. One commentator said:  
 
“There is a striking contrast between this beautiful name (Jehoiakin, Jehovah 
will establish) and the miserable fate of the man. (2 Chr. xxxvi. 6, 7).”  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– The Preacher’s Homiletic Commentary, Volume 9, page 13  

E. See the name of Zerubbabel in verse 19.  

1. He helped to lead the Jews back to their land from captivity.  

2. He led in rebuilding the temple.  

3. The prophets Haggai and Zechariah spoke to him.  

Exhortation:  

I. Most of these names we do not recall.  

A. They don’t mean anything to us.  

B. They may not mean anything to modern Jews.  

1. Yet, here they are in the Bible,  

2. placed there or allowed to be placed there by the Holy Spirit.  

a) Look at your life.  

b) How much could we say about your life?  

(1) Yet, it will not be too long after our passing from this earth  

(2) that our names will be as meaningless to those who come after us  

(a) as these names are to us.  

(b) This I do know.  

i) Every name means something to God.  

ii) He knows the history beyond every name.  

C. A good way to see how your name and you shall fade from memory is this.  

1. If I went to William Workman High School in the City of Industry,  

2. the school from which I graduated in 1975, and  

a) at an assembly they announced  

b) that, “Don Ruhl is with us today,”  

(1) what do you think the reaction would be?  
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(2) Not one person would recognize the name.  

(a) Yet, think of just what you know about me.  

(b) All of that, and no one at that school would care.  

II. Yet, God knows our names and everything about us.  

A. That is why the Scriptures say that we shall appear at the Judgment  

B. with all of our works and  

1. the Lord shall render to us according to our works,  

2. whether they are good or bad.  

III. Through all these names representing the kingdom of Judah,  

A. we can see times when God showed his mercy, and  

B. other times when he showed his wrath.  

1. He always kept his word.  

2. Moreover, in spite of the repeated sins of Judah and mankind as a whole,  

a) the Lord God still made a way to bless all of humanity.  

IV. If the Holy Spirit had not preserved these names in Scripture,  

A. we would never known them.  

B. Ecclesiastes 1.11  
 
11 There is no remembrance of former things,  
  Nor will there be any remembrance of things that are to come  
  By those who will come after.  

1. It seems that regardless of what we do on earth,  

2. once we die  

a) so does the world’s memory of us,  

b) with a few exceptions.  

C. As one poet put it:  
 
“Men die and are forgotten. The great world  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Goes on the same. Among the myriads  
Of men that live, or have lived, or shall live,  
What is a single life, or thine, or mine,  
That we should think all nature would stand still  
If we were gone?  
The great are not great to me unless they are good.”  
 
– S. Richardson  

V. Be good in the Lord. 


