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When the War Is God’s  
First Chronicles 5  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • July 4, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Billy Henshall – First Chronicles 5.20–22  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – No Suggestions  

Prelude:  

I. Ezra 2 shows the importance of having the genealogy at least for the Levites:  
 
62 These sought their listing among those who were registered by genealogy, 
but they were not found; therefore they were excluded from the priesthood as 
defiled. 63 And the governor said to them that they should not eat of the most 
holy things till a priest could consult with the Urim and Thummim.  
 
– Ezra 2.62–63  

II. This would have been true for the rest of Israel for other matters.  

Persuasion:  

I. First Chronicles 5.1–3 • The listing of the Genealogy  
 
1 Now the sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel—he was indeed the firstborn, 
but because he defiled his father’s bed, his birthright was given to the sons of 
Joseph, the son of Israel, so that the genealogy is not listed according to the 
birthright; 2 yet Judah prevailed over his brothers, and from him came a ruler, 
although the birthright was Joseph’s— 3 the sons of Reuben the firstborn of 
Israel were Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi.  

A. Reuben should have had great honor for himself and for his tribe, but  

1. through sin in a very personal way against his father,  

2. he lost that honor.  

a) In Genesis 49,  

b) just before Jacob died,  

(1) he prophesied and blessed his sons  

(2) as things would be later when the sons became tribes:  
 
3 “Reuben, you are my firstborn,  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 My might and the beginning of my strength,  
 The excellency of dignity and the excellency of power.  
4 Unstable as water, you shall not excel,  
 Because you went up to your father’s bed;  
 Then you defiled it— 
 He went up to my couch.”  
 
 – Genesis 49.3–4  

(a) The prophecy was that he would not excel.  

(b) One commentator showed the fulfillment of that:  
 
“Reuben made no figure, and produced no judge, prophet, or 
eminent person.”  
 
– The Preacher’s Homiletic Commentary, page 23  

B. Genesis 35 provides more details:  
 
22 And it happened, when Israel dwelt in that land, that Reuben went and 
lay with Bilhah his father’s concubine; and Israel heard about it.  
 
– Genesis 35.22  

1. Bilhah was Rachel’s maidservant.  

2. Rachel was the woman whom Jacob loved and he only wanted her.  

a) However, as you might recall,  

b) her father tricked him into marrying her sister first.  

(1) With each woman came a maidservant,  

(2) through whom Jacob had children.  

(a) Therefore, when Reuben defiled his father’s bed,  

(b) he dishonored his father, and for that  

i) he lost the birthright and  

ii) it was given to Ephraim and Manasseh,  
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(1) the sons of Joseph.  

C. Reuben was rash and did not think of his actions, at least a couple of times.  

1. This account  

2. When promising to bring back Joseph:  
 
37 Then Reuben spoke to his father, saying, “Kill my two sons if I do not 
bring him back to you; put him in my hands, and I will bring him back to 
you.”  
 
– Genesis 42.37  

D. However, although Joseph was great among his brothers,  

1. brother number 4, Judah,  

2. prevailed over all his brothers.  

a) Therefore, through Judah, Ezra says, came a ruler,  

b) initially David,  

(1) who set the precedent for all the kings that followed.  

(2) David became a type of the ultimate ruler,  

(a) whom we know to be Jesus of Nazareth.  

E. While Reuben lost the privilege of the firstborn  

1. he was not disinherited.  

2. He still inherited land in the Land of Canaan.  

II. First Chronicles 5.4–10 • The Reubenites on the East Side  
 
4 The sons of Joel were Shemaiah his son, Gog his son, Shimei his son, 5 Micah 
his son, Reaiah his son, Baal his son, 6 and Beerah his son, whom Tiglath-
pileser king of Assyria carried into captivity. He was leader of the Reubenites. 
7 And his brethren by their families, when the genealogy of their generations 
was registered: the chief, Jeiel, and Zechariah, 8 and Bela the son of Azaz, the 
son of Shema, the son of Joel, who dwelt in Aroer, as far as Nebo and Baal 
Meon. 9 Eastward they settled as far as the entrance of the wilderness this side 
of the River Euphrates, because their cattle had multiplied in the land of 
Gilead. 10 Now in the days of Saul they made war with the Hagrites, who fell 
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by their hand; and they dwelt in their tents throughout the entire area east of 
Gilead.  

A. Who was Joel?  

B. Joel’s great-great-great-great-great-great-grandson and his generation  

1. went into Assyrian captivity.  

2. That was during the reign of Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria.  

C. Some of them dwelt in Nebo.  

D. The Reubenites had territory reaching to the Euphrates.  

1. Their cattle grew in number.  

E. During the days of King Saul,  

1. the Reubenites fought with the Hagrites and  

2. occupied their land.  

III. First Chronicles 5.11–17 • When They Were Registered by Genealogies  
 
11 And the children of Gad dwelt next to them in the land of Bashan as far as 
Salcah: 12 Joel was the chief, Shapham the next, then Jaanai and Shaphat in 
Bashan, 13 and their brethren of their father’s house: Michael, Meshullam, 
Sheba, Jorai, Jachan, Zia, and Eber—seven in all. 14 These were the children of 
Abihail the son of Huri, the son of Jaroah, the son of Gilead, the son of 
Michael, the son of Jeshishai, the son of Jahdo, the son of Buz; 15 Ahi the son 
of Abdiel, the son of Guni, was chief of their father’s house. 16 And the Ga-
dites dwelt in Gilead, in Bashan and in its villages, and in all the common-
lands of Sharon within their borders. 17 All these were registered by genealo-
gies in the days of Jotham king of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam king of 
Israel.  

A. The children of Gad lived by the Reubenites, and  

1. notice where they lived.  

2. They lived in Bashan,  

a) which we have noticed in my class on the Book of Amos.  

b) That land was known for their cattle,  
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(1) which fits right in with the narrative  

(2) that Ezra revealed here.  

B. Ezra notes when they were registered by genealogies.  

1. It happened during the days of Jotham, who was king of Judah, and  

2. in the days of Jeroboam, king of Israel.  

IV. First Chronicles 5.18–22 • When the War Is God’s  
 
18 The sons of Reuben, the Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh had forty-
four thousand seven hundred and sixty valiant men, men able to bear shield 
and sword, to shoot with the bow, and skillful in war, who went to war. 19 
They made war with the Hagrites, Jetur, Naphish, and Nodab. 20 And they 
were helped against them, and the Hagrites were delivered into their hand, 
and all who were with them, for they cried out to God in the battle. He heed-
ed their prayer, because they put their trust in Him. 21 Then they took away 
their livestock—fifty thousand of their camels, two hundred and fifty thousand 
of their sheep, and two thousand of their donkeys—also one hundred thou-
sand of their men; 22 for many fell dead, because the war was God’s. And they 
dwelt in their place until the captivity.  

A. Note how Ezra referred to Manasseh here.  

1. Sometimes you will read of the half-tribe of Manasseh, and  

2. sometimes you will read of half of the tribe of Manasseh.  

a) Manasseh was considered a half-tribe, because  

b) Joseph was split up into Manasseh and Ephraim.  

(1) Thus, making each half a tribe of Joseph.  

(2) However,  

(a) half of Manasseh stayed on the east side of the Jordan and  

(b) the other half went into the Land of Canaan.  

B. Here in verse 18,  

1. Ezra gave us the size of army that came from Reuben, Gad, and half the 
tribe of Manasseh, yet,  
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2. he did not do this with the others.  

a) Their size: 44,760  

b) These men were  

(1) valiant,  

(2) able to handle shield and sword,  

(3) could shoot with the bow, and  

(4) they knew what to do in war.  

3. Even now Israel has a great army,  

a) ready to fight at a moment’s notice.  

b) We saw plenty of police and soldiers with automatic weapons every-
where.  

(1) Some people may not like that, but  

(2) I felt safe with them all over.  

(a) Every Jew, male and female, must serve in the military.  

(b) Not that every nation around them hates them, but  

i) some nations do and  

ii) many in the friendly nations have plenty who want to de-
stroy them.  

C. Those two and a half tribes had help against the Hagrites.  

1. The others listed with the Hagrites were all Arabs:  
 
29 These are their genealogies: The firstborn of Ishmael was Nebajoth; 
then Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 30 Mishma, Dumah, Massa, Hadad, Tema, 
31 Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah. These were the sons of Ishmael.  
 
– 1 Chronicles 1.29–31  

2. The help came from God, because  

a) those tribes cried out to God during the battle, and  



When the War Is God’s; 1Ch 5; 04626; Page   of  7 10

b) God heard their prayer.  

(1) He heard their prayer because  

(2) they trusted in him.  

3. It is important to God  

a) that we show him we trust him.  

b) When you trust someone, in this case God, you show:  

(1) that you believe he knows what he is doing,  

(2) that you believe he knows where he is going, etc.  

D. God gave them a great victory and they took  

1. 50,000 camels,  

2. 250,000 sheep,  

3. 2,000 donkeys, and  

4. 100,000 men!  

E. Reuben, Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh  

1. had victory because  

2. the war was God’s.  

a) It was not about Israel versus the Hagrites, but  

b) it was God versus the idolators and other sinners in that area.  

(1) The weird stuff going on in America right now  

(2) is all about warring against God, and  

(a) at some point he shall fight back, but  

(b) right now he is giving people a chance to repent.  

F. Verses 11–22 show of the tribe of Reuben:  

1. that they had courageous character,  

2. that they knew how to use weapons,  

3. that they fearlessly went to war,  
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4. that they were great in number,  

5. that they knew how to pray, and  

6. that they knew to trust God.  

V. First Chronicles 5.23–24 • Famous Men  
 
23 So the children of the half-tribe of Manasseh dwelt in the land. Their num-
bers increased from Bashan to Baal Hermon, that is, to Senir, or Mount Her-
mon. 24 These were the heads of their fathers’ houses: Epher, Ishi, Eliel, Azriel, 
Jeremiah, Hodaviah, and Jahdiel. They were mighty men of valor, famous men, 
and heads of their fathers’ houses.  

A. Manasseh was in the north on both sides of the Jordan.  

B. The heads of the fathers’ houses listed here  

1. were mighty men of valor,  

a) who were faithful to God,  

b) praying to him,  

c) trusting him, and  

d) fighting when they had to,  

2. which made them famous men,  

a) although not famous in the eyes of the world, but  

b) famous in the eyes of heaven.  

VI. First Chronicles 5.25–26 • When You Are Unfaithful to God  
 
25 And they were unfaithful to the God of their fathers, and played the harlot 
after the gods of the peoples of the land, whom God had destroyed before 
them. 26 So the God of Israel stirred up the spirit of Pul king of Assyria, that 
is, Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria. He carried the Reubenites, the Gadites, and 
the half-tribe of Manasseh into captivity. He took them to Halah, Habor, Hara, 
and the river of Gozan to this day.  

A. Unfortunately they did not remain faithful to God, but  

1. turned their backs on him and  
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2. chased after the gods of the peoples of the land,  

a) failing to see that God wanted those peoples destroyed.  

b) Why then would he accept the same things in his nation?  

B. That is the reason that God moved Tiglath-pileser against Israel.  

C. Sadly, at the time of the writing of the Book of Chronicles,  

1. those three tribes remained in captivity.  

D. Verses 23–26 show that these three tribes  

1. forgot God and  

2. forsook God.  

a) As a result they suffered for their apostasy  

b) at the hands of the mighty Tiglath-pileser and the Assyrians.  

(1) He wiped out Samaria and  

(2) took most of the survivors to captivity.  

(a) This all in spite of the good things  

(b) that Ezra had just written about the tribes.  

i) Those things mean nothing,  

ii) if a nation forsakes the God of heaven.  

(1) May the United States of America learn  

(2) from Israel and especially from these three tribes.  

E. Look again at verse 26.  

1. It was God who stirred up the Assyrian king to attack Israel.  

2. Remember what King Solomon taught in Proverbs:  
 
1 The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD,  
 Like the rivers of water; He turns it wherever He wishes.  
 
 – Proverbs 21.1  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a) Isaiah 10 shows that the king of Assyria  

b) did not realize that he did those things by the hand of God:  
 
5 “Woe to Assyria, the rod of My anger  
  And the staff in whose hand is My indignation.  
6 I will send him against an ungodly nation,  
  And against the people of My wrath  
  I will give him charge,  
  To seize the spoil, to take the prey,  
  And to tread them down like the mire of the streets.  
7 Yet he does not mean so,  
  Nor does his heart think so;  
  But it is in his heart to destroy,  
  And cut off not a few nations.”  
 
  – Isaiah 10.5–7  

(1) Verses 5 and 6 explain how God used Assyria, but  

(2) the king did not see himself on an errand for God.  

(a) No, his heart was set on destroying other nations, and  

(b) cutting off as many nations as he could.  

Exhortation:  

I. Ezra showed us that or prayer to work,  

A. you have to put your trust in the Lord.  

B. Do you trust the Lord?  

II. If so, do you pray to him about everything in life? 


