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Why Jesus Came to the Earth  
Matthew 5.17–20  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • July 11, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Billy Henshall – Revelation 19.10  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – No Suggestions  

Persuasion:  

I. Matthew 5.17 • Jesus, and the Law and the Prophets  
 
17 “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not 
come to destroy but to fulfill.”  

A. Many do not understand the relationship between Jesus & the Old Testament.  

1. The whole relationship between  

2. the Old Testament and New Testament confuses people.  

a) Some people in the first century did not understand this issue either.  

(1) The Book of Galatians reveals a major problem of understanding  

(a) the place that circumcision,  

(b) something that God required of Jewish males,  

i) had in the life of a Christian,  

ii) if it even had a place.  

(2) The Book of Hebrews is an even longer treatment  

(a) of this problem, and  

(b) it was more than just one thing,  

i) like circumcision in Galatians, but  

ii) the writer had to deal with the whole issue of all the Law.  

b) Acts 15 shows some Pharisees who converted to Christ,  

(1) trying to make circumcision  

(2) a matter of salvation for non-Jews who came to Christ, but  

(a) Paul and others fought against that.  
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3. Right now several of you are no doubt saying to yourselves  

a) that you do not understand the relationship  

b) between these two major parts of the Bible either.  

4. I have been studying this issue for over four decades, and  

a) I think that I am finally getting a handle on it, but  

b) it is not always easy to explain.  

B. Right here in the Sermon on the Mount in verse 17,  

1. Jesus already addressed the problem of confusion on this issue  

2. at the beginning of his ministry.  

a) He headed off misconceptions that he knew would come up.  

C. Jesus would bring new teachings, a new law, a new covenant.  

1. He did not want people to think  

2. that meant his purpose was to destroy the Law or the Prophets.  

a) The Law and the Prophets were not and are not bad.  

b) Sometimes people talk about that portion of the Bible  

(1) as though it is bad but  

(2) we need to remember who gave us the Law and the Prophets.  

(a) It was the God of heaven.  

(b) It was the Holy Spirit who moved those writers.  

(c) And Jesus gave his endorsement of it.  

D. Consider what Paul wrote to the Romans:  
 
7 What shall we say then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! On the contrary, I 
would not have known sin except through the law. For I would not have 
known covetousness unless the law had said, “You shall not covet.” 8 But 
sin, taking opportunity by the commandment, produced in me all manner of 
evil desire. For apart from the law sin was dead. 9 I was alive once without 
the law, but when the commandment came, sin revived and I died. 10 And 
the commandment, which was to bring life, I found to bring death. 11 For 
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sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it killed me. 
12 Therefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy and just and good.  
 
– Romans 7.7–12  

1. The problem was sin.  

2. What God gave in the Hebrew Bible, Genesis through Malachi,  

a) was holy, just, and good.  

b) Therefore, why would Jesus come to destroy the Law and the Prophets?  

(1) Please do not speak against the Old Testament.  

(2) Please do not mock it.  

E. Do not make the mistake of thinking  

1. that Jesus came to destroy the Law or the Prophets.  

2. No, the Old Testament prepared Israel and the world for his arrival.  

F. He did not come to destroy but to fulfill the Law and the Prophets.  

1. He fulfilled what the Scriptures said about him:  
 
44 Then He said to them, “These are the words which I spoke to you 
while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were 
written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning 
Me.” 45 And He opened their understanding, that they might compre-
hend the Scriptures. 46 Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, and 
thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead 
the third day, 47 and that repentance and remission of sins should be 
preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.”  
 
– Luke 24.44–47  

a) Here he specified  

(1) that the Christ had to suffer (die),  

(2) that the Christ would rise from the dead the third day,  

(3) that repentance and remission of sins  
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(a) should be preached in the name of Christ  

(b) to all nations, and  

(c) that it would all start at Jerusalem.  

2. What of the Law and the Prophets did he come to fulfill?  

3. Using Luke 24 as a guide,  

a) I will show you.  

b) There are 276 prophecies of the Christ, so I selected only a few.  

G.His suffering  

1. Psalm 22  
 
16 For dogs have surrounded Me;  
 The congregation of the wicked has enclosed Me.  
 They pierced My hands and My feet;  
17 I can count all My bones.  
 They look and stare at Me.  

2. Isaiah 53  
 
5 But He was wounded for our transgressions,  
 He was bruised for our iniquities;  
 The chastisement for our peace was upon Him,  
 And by His stripes we are healed.  

H.His rising from the dead  

1. Psalm 16  
 
9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices;  
 My flesh also will rest in hope.  
10 For You will not leave my soul in Sheol,  
 Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption.  

I. Repentance and remission of sins for all nations  

1. Genesis 12.3  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3c “And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  

2. Genesis 22.18  
 
18 “In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because 
you have obeyed My voice.”  

II. Matthew 5.18 • The Law Indestructible  
 
18 “For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one 
tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled.”  

A. The Law, and the Prophets and the Psalms, were made for life on earth.  

1. Therefore, as long as the earth remains,  

2. we will have the Hebrew Bible.  

a) The means of justification from the Law of Moses no longer apply.  

b) However, much of the Hebrew Bible is still for disciples of Christ.  

(1) Even the parts that do not apply,  

(2) are there for our teaching.  

(a) Just like Noah and the ark.  

(b) We do not build arks but we learn from Noah and  

i) the flood explains our world for us,  

ii) just as much of Genesis explains our world.  

B. Heaven and earth will pass away.  

1. They had a beginning.  

2. They will have an end.  

a) Adam and Eve, and the rest of us, unknowingly  

b) introduced corruptive agents: Sin and Death.  

(1) The earth grows old and  



Why Jesus Came to the Earth; Matt 5.17–20; 04629; Page   of  6 8

(2) in time the Lord will dispense with them.  

C. One jot or one tittle will not pass from the Law till all is fulfilled.  

1. What is a jot and a tittle?  

2. What did Jesus mean?  

a) Was he speaking of the survival of the manuscripts?  

b) He was meaning that even the smallest prophecy or a prophecy about 
something small would have fulfillment, and  

(1) the Law would remain until that time.  

(2) I think this will prove to be true when we read verse 19.  

3. Is there anything in the Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms  

a) that has not yet been fulfilled?  

b) At least the swallowing up of death by the great resurrection:  
 
8 He will swallow up death forever,  
  And the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces;  
  The rebuke of His people  
  He will take away from all the earth;  
  For the LORD has spoken.  
 
  – Isaiah 25.8  

III. Matthew 5.19 • He Who Is Great  
 
19 “Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and 
teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever 
does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”  

A. Since Jesus did not come to destroy the Law and the Prophets,  

1. then how we treat those commandments  

2. reveals how the kingdom of heaven will treat us.  

B. He who is least  

1. If you break even one of the least commandments and  
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a) if you teach others to do so,  

b) you shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven.  

2. Not that you still make heaven, but  

a) just that heaven will consider you the least.  

b) You will not enter heaven.  

C. He who is great  

1. Do the commandments and teach others to do the commandments and  

2. you shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  

D. Do not ignore anything in any part of God’s word.  

1. Matthew 23  
 
23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of 
mint and anise and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of 
the law: justice and mercy and faith. These you ought to have done, 
without leaving the others undone. 24 Blind guides, who strain out a 
gnat and swallow a camel!”  
 
– Matthew 23.23–24  

a) Would Jesus have pronounced the same woe if it was in the reverse?  

(1) Woe to those who practice justice, mercy, and faith, but  

(2) who neglect tithing mint, anise, and cummin.  

b) Yes, he would have condemned that also.  

IV. Matthew 5.20 • Righteousness that Exceeds  
 
20 “For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness 
of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heav-
en.”  

A. What is the righteousness that exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees?  

B. The whole Sermon on the Mount answers that question.  
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1. The Beatitudes show the thinking of that righteousness.  

2. The Salt of the Earth and the Light of the World shows that righteousness 
does good and brings good to the people of the world.  

3. Jesus will continue to teach  

a) that the righteousness of which he speaks,  

b) comes from the heart.  

(1) It is sincere.  

(2) It is not showy.  

(a) It follows the commandments of the Lord.  

(b) It does not nullify the word of God by manmade teachings.  

C. This is the heart and soul of the Sermon on the Mount.  

1. It is what his religion is all about.  

2. It is doing what he asks because  

a) you want to  

b) not because you have to. 


