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The Righteousness that Enters Heaven  
This is the righteousness that exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees  

Matthew 5.21–30  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • July 18, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Jacob Noveske – Matthew 15.15–20  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – No Suggestions  

Prelude:  

I. Jesus had just said something quite shocking:  
 
20 “For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness 
of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heav-
en.”  
 
– Matthew 5.20  

A. What? The scribes and Pharisees were not entering the kingdom of heaven?  

B. These men were all about righteousness.  

1. They spent their time doing righteous things.  

2. They talked of righteousness.  

II. How then could they be excluded from entering the kingdom of heaven?  

A. Jesus will take what they taught and  

B. by implication he will show how their righteousness came up short.  

1. Yes, we are saved by the grace of God, but  

2. if we are not moved by God’s grace to a deeper level  

a) than mere outward actions or lack of sinful actions,  

b) then we have missed the point of grace and of the teachings of Jesus.  

III. Jesus contrasted five moral or righteous issues  

A. found in the Law of Moses and  

B. shows the spiritual interpretation and application of those laws.  

1. Murder  

2. Adultery  
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3. Swearing  

4. Revenge  

5. Love  

IV. They should have figured out  

A. that the Lord did not merely prohibit the outward action, but  

B. that he wanted Israel to stop the sin in the heart.  

1. This resembles the law on marriage.  

2. In Genesis 2,  

a) the Jews should have figured out  

b) that the Lord wanted monogamy, not polygamy:  
 
24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to 
his wife, and they shall become one flesh.  
 
– Genesis 2.24  

(1) Does that not sound like one man and one woman?  

(2) However, in Matthew 19,  

(a) Jesus had to add to the quotation  

(b) that the two shall become one flesh.  

V. It is the same way on these five issues of righteousness  

A. that he addressed here in the Sermon on the Mount.  

B. When the law forbid murder,  

1. that did not mean,  

2. you can hate your brother, just as long as you do not kill him.  

VI. Let’s look at the first two issues: Murder and adultery.  

Persuasion:  

I. Matthew 5.21 • Do Not Murder  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21 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder, and 
whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment.’”  

A. Most people think that the Ten Commandments forbid all killing.  

1. That is why you will see protestors at state executions holding up signs,  

2. quoting the Ten Commandments.  

a) That is found first in Exodus 20.  

b) However, if they kept reading,  

(1) they would find Exodus 21 and beyond  

(2) commanding the death penalty for various crimes.  

B. Here in Matthew 5, I believe  

1. that Jesus addressed the issue of the need for righteousness  

2. that exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees.  

a) They, and most people, would think  

b) that they had not committed murder against someone.  

(1) Therefore, they have not sinned.  

(2) However, Jesus refuted that thinking.  

C. Yes, we shall not murder, for  

1. if we do we are in danger of the Judgment.  

2. However, the problem begins before the actual act of murder.  

II. Matthew 5.22 • The Danger of Anger  
 
22 “But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause 
shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says to his brother, ‘Raca!’ 
shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in dan-
ger of hell fire.”  

A. Simply being angry with your brother when you do not have a just cause,  

1. will place you in danger of the Judgment.  
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2. That is a way of saying that if you do not get that anger under control,  

a) you will not make it to heaven.  

b) What exists in the heart matters to Jesus.  

B. Murder happens because of anger in the heart.  

1. Therefore, deal with that anger  

2. before you do something  

a) that you never thought that you could ever do.  

C. There is a place for anger:  
 
26 “Be angry, and do not sin”: do not let the sun go down on your wrath…  
– Ephesians 4.26  
 
And when He had looked around at them with anger, being grieved by the 
hardness of their hearts, He said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” And 
he stretched it out, and his hand was restored as whole as the other.  
– Mark 3.5  

1. However, be sure that you have a just cause.  

2. And if you have a just cause,  

a) be sure that you keep your anger in control.  

b) Having unjust anger is not worth losing heaven.  

D. John, who heard the Sermon on the Mount in person,  

1. wrote in First John 3:  
 
14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the 
brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death. 15 Whoever 
hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has 
eternal life abiding in him.  
 
– 1 John 3.14–15  

2. Did you hear John’s reasoning (which he got from Jesus’ Sermon):  

a) Hating your brother equals murdering your brother.  
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b) Murders do not have eternal life.  

c) Therefore, while hating your brother you do not have eternal life.  

E. By the way, do not make the mistake of thinking  

1. that the Old Testament only forbid the outward action.  

2. That is not what Jesus was teaching.  

a) Leviticus 19 will show that he has always  

b) forbidden hatred in the heart toward your brother.  

(1) You are going to recognize verse 18, because  

(2) you hear it quoted in the New Testament frequently, but  

(a) listen to the verse before:  
 
17 “You shall not hate your brother in your heart. You shall 
surely rebuke your neighbor, and not bear sin because of him.  
18 You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against 
the children of your people, but you shall love your neighbor 
as yourself: I am the LORD.”  
 
– Leviticus 19.17–18  

(b) The scribes and Pharisees missed that.  

III. Matthew 5.23–26 • Be Reconciled to Your Brother  
 
23 “Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your 
brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar, 
and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer 
your gift. 25 Agree with your adversary quickly, while you are on the way with 
him, lest your adversary deliver you to the judge, the judge hand you over to 
the officer, and you be thrown into prison. 26 Assuredly, I say to you, you will 
by no means get out of there till you have paid the last penny.”   

A. It is not just anger in my heart toward my brother, but  

1. if I know that my brother has anger in his heart or  

2. something against toward me,  
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a) amazingly, Jesus taught that we should still make the first step.  

b) Is that not what he did?  

(1) He took the first step toward us.  

(2) If he is our Lord, we will follow in his foot steps.  

B. Yes, we need to worship the Lord, but  

1. what he wants is for us to work things out with our brother.  

a) I do not want one of my daughters to show me love,  

b) while at the same time hating her sister, or  

(1) knowing that she has offended her sister  

(2) just to ignore it.  

2. Worship ranks at the top of things that he wants from us, but  

a) there are somethings that he wants to see more.  

b) For example, what he said here. Also:  

(1) Obedience:  
 
22 “Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sac-
rifices,  
 As in obeying the voice of the LORD?  
 Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice,  
 And to heed than the fat of rams.”  
 
 – 1 Samuel 15.22  

(2) Mercy and the knowledge of God:  
 
6 For I desire mercy and not sacrifice,  
 And the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.  
 
 – Hosea 6.6  

C. Please take to heart what Jesus in Matthew 5.25–26.  

1. We are talking about matters of eternity.  
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2. He still addressed the matter of the Judgment.  

a) Do not lose your soul because  

b) you refused to work out a problem with your brother.  

(1) Heaven far surpasses anything of this earth.  

(2) Heaven is worth  

(a) crucifying your pride and  

(b) confessing your sin against your brother.  

IV. Matthew 5.27 • Adultery  
 
27 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not commit 
adultery.’”  

A. With adultery, one of the partners adds another person.  

B. Like murder, this puts a soul in danger of the Judgment.  

V. Matthew 5.28 • The Danger of Lust  
 
28 “But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart.”  

A. Sin does not begin  

1. when the action finally takes place,  

2. in this case adultery, but  

a) sin begins in the heart, and then  

b) it looks for an opportunity to fulfill itself.  

B. Later, Jesus will teach:  
 
19 “For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornica-
tions, thefts, false witness, blasphemies.”  
 
– Matthew 15.19  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1. Therefore, what Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount,  

2. is that we do not let sin even begin in the heart.  

VI. Matthew 5.29–30 • Take Whatever Means Necessary to Avoid Sin  
 
29 “If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it 
is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your 
whole body to be cast into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, 
cut it off and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your 
members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell.”  

A. In reverse order, dealing with lust then anger,  

1. Jesus taught us to take extreme measures  

2. to avoid adultery and murder, or any sin.  

B. If your eye causes you to lust after someone,  

1. pluck out your eye and get rid of it, because  

2. it is better for you  

a) that one of your members perishes  

b) than for the whole body to be cast into hell.  

C. If you right hand causes you to want to kill someone,  

1. cut off your hand and get rid of it, because  

2. it is better for you  

a) that one of your members perishes  

b) than for the whole body to be cast into hell.  

D. Undoubtedly, everyone has a question about this text.  

1. Did Jesus mean to do this literally?  

2. He built in clues to show us  

a) that he did not necessarily mean literally, but  

b) he still wants us to take drastic measures to avoid sin.  

3. The clue is when he said,  
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a) “right eye,” and  

b) “right hand.”  

(1) Killing will generally involve both hands and  

(a) if you cut off the right hand,  

(b) could you not still kill with the left hand?  

i) If you have anger and rage in your heart,  

ii) you will find a way to kill someone with your left hand.  

(2) Lust in the heart will generally involve both eyes and  

(a) if you pluck out the right eye,  

(b) could you not still lust with your left eye?  

i) Lust is powerful.  

ii) Getting rid of one eye will not prevent us from lusting.  

E. Jesus used an extreme example  

1. to get us to see the extreme actions  

2. that we need to take to keep from sinning.  

a) If something causes you to sin,  

b) cut off that temptation from your life,  

(1) even if it is something as vital as your hand or eye.  

(2) You have to ask yourself which is greater:  

(a) Having momentary pleasure in sin and losing your soul later?  

(b) Avoiding pleasure in sin and enjoying heaven later?  

Exhortation:  

I. Just moments before Jesus said the words of the passage we have examined,  

A. he had said in The Beatitudes.  

B. See how living The Beatitudes will prevent anger and lust:  
 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit…  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4 Blessed are those who mourn…  
5 Blessed are the meek…  
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness…  
7 Blessed are the merciful…  
8  Blessed are the pure in heart…  
9 Blessed are the peacemakers…  
 
  – Matthew 5.3–9  

C. Do you see how these all fit together?  

1. If you have those seven traits,  

a) you will not kill your brother, nor  

b) will you hate your brother, and  

2. if you live these seven Beatitudes,  

a) will not commit adultery, nor  

b) will you lust after another person.  

II. Perhaps you sinned  

A. either by murder or adultery, or  

B. anger at a brother or lusting after someone.  

1. What does a Christian do about that?  

2. What if you are not a Christian? 


