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Second-Mile Righteousness  
Matthew 5.38–48  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • August 1, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Paul Hannan – Proverbs 25.21–22  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – No Suggestions  

Prelude:  

I. What sets Christianity apart in its teachings?  

A. Historical events such as the death, burial, and  

1. especially the resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth,  

2. set it apart from every other world religion.  

B. However, my question pertains to what Christianity teaches,  

1. as far as what it teaches us to be and to do.  

2. My belief is that the faith of Jesus Christ  

a) far surpasses anything else  

b) that any world religion has to offer.  

II. What I want to show comes from the Sermon on the Mount.  

A. This is the first major speech that Matthew recorded, and  

B. it sets the tone for the ministry of Jesus.  

1. What he said in the Sermon on the Mount shows  

2. that Christianity is not about sitting in church once a week.  

a) Follow the teachings of the Sermon on the Mount and  

b) those teachings will set you apart from the world.  

(1) People you know who are not in the kingdom of God,  

(2) will want what you have.  

C. In my opinion, what I will show you today,  

1. if you follow what Jesus taught in the selected text,  

2. it will set you apart even from many believers!  

a) The reason that I say that is  
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b) most people will see these teachings and conclude  

(1) that they do not apply to them, or  

(2) that Jesus did not mean what he said, or  

(3) that they will just ignore them.  

III. Do we as Christians follow what Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount?  

A. The theme of his sermon is:  
 
20 “For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the right-
eousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the king-
dom of heaven.”  
 
– Matthew 5.20  

B. If we content ourselves to have the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees,  

1. we will not enter the kingdom of heaven.  

2. The scribes and Pharisees would have found a way  

a) to keep from living the teachings of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount.  

(1) Do we look for a way not to do what Jesus said or  

(2) do we look for ways to do what Jesus said?  

b) That attitude will determine whether we enter heaven or hell.  

C. Therefore, let us keep our eyes focused on entering the kingdom of heaven.  

1. We do that by keeping our eyes on the teachings of his sermon.  

2. Instead of finding a way out of keeping these teachings,  

a) let us find ways to do what Jesus teaches.  

b) Eternity is at stake.  

D. If we do these things,  

1. based on what he says in this sermon,  

2. Jesus will say:  

a) that we are blessed (The Beatitudes),  
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b) that we are wise (at the end of his sermon), and  

c) he will invite us into the kingdom of heaven!  

IV. He already taught some things that shows the kind of righteousness we need;  

A. not having anger or hatred in our hearts for our brother,  

B. not lusting in the heart,  

C. not looking to divorce for any reason,  

D. not swearing but doing what we say we will do.  

V. Now let us look at two more things:  

A. going the second mile and  

B. loving our enemies.  

Persuasion:  

I. Matthew 5.38–42 • Vengeance  
 
38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ 
39 But I tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on your 
right cheek, turn the other to him also. 40 If anyone wants to sue you and take 
away your tunic, let him have your cloak also. 41 And whoever compels you to 
go one mile, go with him two. 42 Give to him who asks you, and from him 
who wants to borrow from you do not turn away.”  

A. Consider what the Law said about bodily injuries.  

1. It stated what the judicial system of Israel was to do.  

2. It did not authorize personal vengeance.  
 
19 “If a man causes disfigurement of his neighbor, as he has done, so 
shall it be done to him— 20 fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for 
tooth; as he has caused disfigurement of a man, so shall it be done to 
him.”  
 
– Leviticus 24.19–20  

a) In fact, the way that we meet Abigail, one of David’s future wives,  
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(1) was that she stopped David from taking personal vengeance and  

(2) he blessed her for doing so.  

b) Also, in Romans 12,  

(1) Paul quoted from the Old Testament  

(2) to make his point that we are not to carry out personal vengeance:  
 
19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to 
wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the 
Lord.  
 
– Romans 12.19  

(3) Paul continued:  
 
20 Therefore  
 
 “If your enemy is hungry, feed him;  
 If he is thirsty, give him a drink;  
 For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.”  
 
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  
 
– Romans 12.20–21  

(a) One brother said:  
 
“It is much better to suffer wrong twice, than to do wrong 
once.”  
 
– Leslie G. Thomas, page 91  

(4) Paul quoted from two texts in the Law about person vengeance:  
 
Leviticus 19.18 
18 “You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the 
children of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as your-
self: I am the LORD.”  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Deuteronomy 32.35  
35 “Vengeance is Mine, and recompense…”  

(a) Somethings belong to God.  

(b) Somethings belong to us.  

i) Vengeance belongs to God.  

ii) Vengeance does not belong to us.  

(5) Then he quoted from Proverbs:  
 
21 If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat;  
 And if he is thirsty, give him water to drink;  
22 For so you will heap coals of fire on his head,  
 And the LORD will reward you.  
 
 – Proverbs 25.21–22  

(a) And the Book of Proverbs has more to say on that:  
 
Proverbs 20.22 
22 Do not say, “I will recompense evil”;  
 Wait for the LORD, and He will save you.  
 
Proverbs 24.29  
29 Do not say, “I will do to him just as he has done to me;  
 I will render to the man according to his work.”  

3. Jesus promoted a spirit that is the opposite of revenge.  

4. You can summarize it as not resisting an evil person.  

B. Concerning Bodily Persecution: Turn the cheek  

1. Like Jesus did at his trials.  

C. Concerning Lawsuits: Give more than what people are trying to get from you  

1. Do not so value things that you put things above people,  

2. even above those who are taking from you.  
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a) Do not be materialistic.  

b) God can give you much more.  
 
Hebrews 10.34 
for you had compassion on me in my chains, and joyfully accepted 
the plundering of your goods, knowing that you have a better and an 
enduring possession for yourselves in heaven.  

D. Concerning Government Compulsion: Go the second mile  

1. Didn’t Jesus go the second mile for us?  

E. Concerning Whether We Are Takers or Givers: Give  

F. Lend  

1. Hoping for nothing in return  
 
35 “But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in re-
turn; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most 
High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil.”  
 
– Luke 6.35  

II. Matthew 5.43–48 • Enemies  
 
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate 
your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse 
you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you 
and persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He 
makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and 
on the unjust. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? 
Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet your brethren 
only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so? 
48 Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.”  

A. The Law taught love for your neighbor.  

1. Truly, when the New Testament teaches love for your neighbor  

2. it quotes from the Old Testament:  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18 “You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the chil-
dren of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am 
the LORD.”  
 
– Leviticus 19.18  

B. Did it teach to hate your enemy?  

1. I cannot think of anywhere  

2. that Genesis through Malachi taught Israel and the world  

a) to hate one another,  

b) even an enemy.  

(1) It actually taught to do good to an enemy,  

(2) as I have already quoted.  

C. What Jesus declared:  

1. Love your enemies  

2. Bless those who curse you  

3. Do good to those who hate you  

4. Pray for people who use you and persecute you  

D. In this way, you will be like your heavenly Father:  

1. Verse 48 is often misinterpreted, because  

a) people take it out of context or  

b) they just ignore the context.  

(1) The common interpretation says  

(2) that the Bible tells us to be perfect like God, but  

(a) we know that is impossible.  

(b) However, we should try anyway.  

2. Verse 48 is not about sinless perfection.  

a) This is one of the disadvantages of the versification of the Bible.  
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b) With the text blocked off in verses,  

(1) we block off those verses from the context.  

(2) We block off those verses in our thinking.  

(a) Greek scholars added the verses for the work of translating.  

(b) The verses were not added by preachers or commentators.  

(3) However, even with the versification,  

(a) we can still discover that there is a context.  

(b) Always examine the wording carefully.  

c) What is the first word?  

(1) “Therefore.”  

(2) As some preachers have said:  

(a) “Therefore, is there so that you will ask, ‘What is it there for?’”  

(b) “Therefore,” identifies  

i) a coming conclusion from the previous material, or  

ii) an application that the writer wants to make.  

d) What had Jesus just taught?  

(1) Look back at verses 43–47.  

(2) Or you could even go back to verse 38.  

(a) He taught us to love our enemies.  

(b) That is what our heavenly Father does.  

i) When you love those who love you AND  

ii) when you love those who hate you,  

(1) you are like the Father.  

(2) You have perfected your love.  

(a) Not the feeling love that is popular today.  

(b) It is hard to hate someone when you pray for them.


