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To Be Blessed, Be a Blessing  
Matthew 7.1–12  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • September 5, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Dominic Meyer – Genesis 4.6–9  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – Count Your Many Blessings  

I. Matthew 7.1–5 • Beware of Judging  
 
1 “Judge not, that you be not judged. 2 For with what judgment you judge, you 
will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you. 
3 And why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do not consider 
the plank in your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your brother, Let me re-
move the speck from your eye; and look, a plank is in your own eye? 5 Hyp-
ocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clear-
ly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.”  

A. If we judge, we shall be judged.  

1. Therefore, to avoid being judged,  

2. do not judge.  

a) Obviously, Jesus did not exclude the Day of Judgment.  

b) And he knew that people would still judge us.  

B. He clarified further what he meant.  

1. As we judge others,  

2. so shall we be judged.  

a) The manner in which we judge others,  

b) shall be used on us.  

C. There is a great deal of judging going on in the world right now, and  

1. Christians are getting caught up in it.  

2. If we judge people and institutions without proper evidence,  

a) Jesus assured us  

b) that we shall be judged in like manner.  

D. Proper judging requires  
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1. that we do a self-examination.  

2. Do I have a plank, a much larger problem  

a) than the person I am judging.  

b) Jesus does not mean that we can never help a brother or sister  

(1) until we have taken care of all our problems, but  

(2) if we have a major issue in our lives  

(a) that we are ignoring,  

(b) why do we think we can help our brother  

i) when our problem may keep us from seeing him properly?  

ii) We might do damage.  

E. Do not ignore your problem and do not ignore your brother.  

1. Remove the plank from your own eye,  

2. then you can see clearly to help your brother remove his problem.  

a) We are our brother’s keeper,  

b) contrary to Cain’s challenge to God about his brother Abel.  

F. If we proceed to try to take the speck out of our brother’s eye, but  

1. ignore the beam in our own eye,  

2. Jesus says that makes us hypocrites.  

a) Hypocrites by judging our brother for the speck in his eye,  

b) without taking care of our own problem;  

(1) it makes us look like we are better than our brother or  

(2) that the same rules do not apply to us.  

(a) We make it look like we have the solution, but  

(b) we have not used the solution on ourselves.  

G. Jesus is all for us helping our brother remove the speck from his eye,  

1. which requires a measure of judgment, or discernment, but  
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2. we cannot be hypocrites while doing it.  

a) Saying that we will not help our brother out of sin by  

b) saying that we do not want to judge,  

(1) is not a good excuse.  

(2) Help your brother in the manner that you would like to be helped.  

(a) That is his point in saying  

(b) that it shall be measure back to us as we measured it out.  

H.Think of what we just heard Jesus say, and  

1. now listen to what he said next and  

2. compare it with what he just taught.  

II. Matthew 7.6 • Be Careful What You Give to People  
 
6 “Do not give what is holy to the dogs; nor cast your pearls before swine, lest 
they trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you in pieces.”  

A. If I am not to  

1. give what is holy to the dogs, and  

2. if I am not to cast my pearls before swine,  

a) don’t I have to exercise some judgment  

b) about that person to decide to withhold the holy and the valuable?  

(1) We have to discern things, but  

(2) be careful how you make decisions about people.  

B. Some people are like dogs and swine.  

1. They have no regard for that which is holy and valuable in the Spirit.  

2. Therefore, if you show them holy and valuable things,  

a) they will just trash those things and you too.  

b) After hearing how someone  
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(1) treats the truth or some good work that we have done,  

(2) we may have to make a decision not to give them anymore: 
 
4 Do not answer a fool according to his folly,  
 Lest you also be like him.  
 
 – Proverbs 26.4  

3. However, if that person continues,  

a) you have to give a response,  

b) as Solomon said again:  
 
5 Answer a fool according to his folly,  
  Lest he be wise in his own eyes.  
 
  – Proverbs 26.5  

III. Matthew 7.7–12 • Ask  
 
7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will 
be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, 
and to him who knocks it will be opened. 9 Or what man is there among you 
who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, 
will he give him a serpent? 11 If you then, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give 
good things to those who ask Him! 12 Therefore, whatever you want men to 
do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.”  

A. We cannot always wait for life and its blessings to come to us on their own.  

B. Therefore, Jesus taught us to ask.  

1. Sometimes we just have to ask God.  

2. Sometimes we just have to ask man.  

a) So, yes, sometimes it is as easy as asking.  

b) Try it and see.  

C. He also taught that we have to seek.  



To Be Blessed, Be a Blessing; Matt 7.1–12; 04651; Page  of 5 9

1. Do some searching.  

2. Do not just sit there.  

a) Get up and  

b) look for what you need.  

(1) Yes, God and man do many things for us, but  

(2) at other times we have to use the intelligence  

(a) that God gave us and that our parents, teachers, and others 
taught us, and  

(b) go on the journey of discovery.  

D. He taught further that we have to knock.  

1. Sometimes we ask and seek, but  

2. we run into closed doors everywhere we look.  

a) It might be as simple then to knock.  

b) We get nervous about doing this, but  

(1) then God or man opens a door and  

(2) suddenly things take off as we have what we need.  

E. Jesus assured us in verse 3  

1. that if we ask, we will receive,  

2. that if we seek, we will find, and  

3. that if we knock, doors will be opened.  

F. Listen to Jesus persuade us that we need to do those three things.  

1. He appealed to our own sense of compassion and love for our children.  

a) Dad, can I have some bread?  

b) Here, son, eat this stone.  

(1) Dad, can I have a fish?  

(2) Here is a serpent, a deadly snake instead, son.  
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(a) Some dads may not be what they should be, but  

(b) have you heard of one who would do such things?  

i) Even if you can supply me with an example,  

ii) would you not agree that the vast majority of dads  

(1) would never do such things.  

(2) Their children ask for bread, fish, or whatever, and  

(a) the dads give them the simple food, and  

(b) undoubtedly much more.  

2. Here is the thing.  

a) We are evil, but  

b) we still know how to give good gifts to our children.  

(1) God the Father is not evil at all, or  

(2) as John said it:  
 
5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare 
to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.  
 
– 1 John 1.5  

c) That being the case,  

(1) what did Jesus conclude?  

(2) The Father knows how to give good things to those who ask him.  

(a) Think of the countless good things he has already given us.  

(b) I like the way Paul told the Athenians:  
 
25 “…[God] gives to all life, breath, and all things…”  
 
28 “…in Him we live and move and have our being…”  
 
– Acts 17.25, 28  
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(c) What good things do we have that God did not give us?  

G.Therefore, ask, seek, and knock, and  

1. your life shall change.  

2. You will discover that you will move  

a) from only knowing that God exists  

b) to knowing the only God who exists.  

3. You will also discover that not only will you receive  

a) those things for which you have asked, sought, and knocked, but  

b) God and man will bless you with so much more.  

H.Then Jesus made another conclusion or application.  

1. Being a disciple of Christ is not merely about us.  

2. Yes, we can ask, seek, and knock  

a) from both God and man, but  

b) it should not, it cannot stop there.  

3. We have to give to those who come to us asking, seeking, and knocking.  

a) That is why Jesus then stated what we call the Golden Rule.  

b) What do you want men to do to you?  

(1) Also do those things to them.  

(2) I cannot expect everyone else to be about me.  

(a) I have to be about them.  

(b) I am not here merely to serve myself or to be served.  

i) Allow yourself to be blessed, yes, but  

ii) also bless others.  

4. Jesus explained that this is the Law and Prophets.  

a) This is another way of saying  

b) love your neighbor as yourself.  
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(1) When you read the Old Testament, the Law and the Prophets,  

(2) what you should be learning is to love your neighbor as yourself.  

I. Now that we have the New Testament,  

1. we can say this is the Law, the Prophets, the Gospels, and the Epistles.  

2. Being a disciple of Christ is about love.  

a) We love God with everything that we are,  

b) using the heart, the mind, the soul, and the strength 100%!  

(1) Likewise, we love our neighbor as we do ourselves, and  

(2) later Jesus elevated that great teaching, saying:  
 
34 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one anoth-
er; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.”  
 
– John 13.34  

(a) The old commandment was to love your neighbor as yourself.  

(b) The new commandment is to love your neighbor as Jesus loved 
you.  

3. Listen to the New Testament teach love for your neighbor:  
 
Matthew 22.37–40 
37 Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL 
YOUR HEART, WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.’ 
38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like it: 
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two command-
ments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” 
 
Romans 13.8–10 
8 Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves an-
other has fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments, “You shall not 
commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You 
shall not bear false witness,” “You shall not covet,” and if there is any 
other commandment, are all summed up in this saying, namely, “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to a neigh-
bor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.  
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Galatians 5.14 
14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: “You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.”  
 
Colossians 3.14 
But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection.  
 
1 Peter 4.8 
8 And above all things have fervent love for one another, for “love will 
cover a multitude of sins.” 


