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Reflections upon the Terrorist Attacks of 9/11/2001  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • September 19, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Billy Henshall – John 16.1–4  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – No Suggestions  

Prelude:  

I. Eight days ago our nation observed the 20th anniversary of the terrorist attacks 
of September 11, 2001.  

A. I wanted to speak about that anniversary last Lord’s Day, but  

1. I did not want to break up my sermons on the Sermon on the Mount.  

2. Today, I want to give you reflections of that horrible day  

a) that I put together back then,  

b) using the Scriptures to do so.  

B. On Sunday, September 9, 2001, the Nile Street Church  

1. concluded a seminar with brother Bert Thompson on Creation.  

2. The next day, I started preparing my sermons  

a) for the following Lord’s Day, September 16th.  

b) However, on Tuesday, September 11th,  

(1) Al-Qaeda attacked us and  

(2) it seemed appropriate for me to address it.  

C. Here is what I said.  

II. Shortly after 6:00 a.m. on Tuesday, September 11th, I went online.  

A. My Internet Service Provider gave the awful news of the planes crashing 
into the World Trade Center Towers. 

B. I ran into the family room to turn on the television. 

1. I could not believe it. 

2. The second plane had just crashed and they had not even had time to 
rewind the tape and show it. 

3. I ran up stairs to get Melissa who was getting ready for school. 
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C. As we sat there watching the television, 

1. they replayed the tape of the second plane crashing. 

2. Then they reported that a plane crashed into the Pentagon. 

D. My first words were: “Oh God, help us.”  

1. Then it was reported that another plane was headed for Washington, 

2. which crashed in Pennsylvania. 

III.This is why I am giving this sermon.  

A. I do not do sermons every time we have a national tragedy or problem. 

B. However, everyone’s response seemed to be similar to mine.  

1. That is, everyone seemed to be thinking of God.  

2. The ideas of God and prayer became prevalent.  

C. Therefore, a sermon dealing with this event seemed appropriate.  

1. I know that you may have been inundated with information pertaining to 
the awful events of 9.11, and  

2. I hope that I am not giving you too much.  

a) However, I want to show you some things from the Scriptures, and  

b) tonight we will have a special service with songs, Scripture readings 
and prayers that we also did at Nile Street. 

IV. These reflections are not in logical order 

Persuasion:  

I. The Utter Wickedness of the Terrorists 

A. Most people made comparisons to Pearl Harbor.  

B. However, these terrorists did not even use their own weapons, but  

1. used our own people and things against us  

2. to strike a target that could not fight back.  

II. An Illustration of Repentance  

A. Luke 13 reveals that a tower fell on 18 people and killed them.  
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1. Sounds somewhat familiar to what happened 20 years ago.  

2. Jesus used it to teach one of the most frequent themes of Scripture:  
 
4 Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them, 
do you think that they were worse sinners than all other men who dwelt 
in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise 
perish.”  
 
– Luke 13.1–5  

B. Why were these four particular planes hi-jacked and  

1. intentionally crashed into those three buildings?  

2. Were those individuals worse sinners than the rest of the world?  

3. Is America a more sinful nation than other nations?  

4. Jesus would answer, No, but unless you repent you will likewise perish.  

III.The Role of the Government  

A. Some think that war or similar action should never be taken.  

B. King Solomon wrote a poem on a time for every purpose under heaven.  

1. He began the poem by saying:  
 
1 To everything there is a season,  
  A time for every purpose under heaven… 

2. He ended the poem by saying:  
 
8 …A time of war,  
  And a time of peace.  
 
 – Ecclesiastes 3.8  

3. Wise is the national leader who knows when to have each one.  

C. When it is time for war, Jeremiah 48 says:  
 
10 Cursed is he who does the work of the LORD deceitfully,  
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 And cursed is he who keeps back his sword from blood.  
 
 – Jeremiah 48.10  

D. Romans 13 explains that this is the duty of the government:  
 
3 Rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be un-
afraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the 
same. 4 For he is God’s minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be 
afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s minister, an 
avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil. 5 Therefore you must 
be subject, not only because of wrath but also for conscience’ sake. 6 For 
because of this you also pay taxes, for they are God’s ministers attending 
continually to this very thing. 7 Render therefore to all their due: taxes to 
whom taxes are due, customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor 
to whom honor.  
 
– Romans 13.1–7  

IV. Why Did this Happen?  

A. Freedom of choice is a blessing experienced by all people,  

1. including evil people.  

2. If freedom of choice is removed for one  

a. it is removed for all.  

b. Therefore, we have to live with both the blessings and curses of it.  

B. This could also be a wake up call for Americans.  

1. Even if it was not intended as a wakeup call,  

2. we should use it that way.  

a. Remember Luke 13.  

b. For whatever reason it happened,  

(1) we can use it for serious reflection on our own lives,  

(2) as King Solomon stated in Ecclesiastes 7:  
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2 Better to go to the house of mourning  
 Than to go to the house of feasting,  
 For that is the end of all men;  
 And the living will take it to heart.  
3 Sorrow is better than laughter,  
 For by a sad countenance the heart is made better.  
4 The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning,  
 But the heart of fools is in the house of mirth.  
 
 – Ecclesiastes 7.2–4  

C. John 16 provides shocking insight,  

1. that I believe explains what happened.  

2. The Jewish leaders and zealots,  

a. such as Saul of Tarsus were the first fulfillment of this passage, but  

b. the truth of it continues:  
 
1 “These things I have spoken to you, that you should not be made to 
stumble. 2 They will put you out of the synagogues; yes, the time is 
coming that whoever kills you will think that he offers God service. 3 
And these things they will do to you because they have not known 
the Father nor Me. 4 But these things I have told you, that when the 
time comes, you may remember that I told you of them…”  
 
– John 16.1–4a  

(1) Al-Qaeda, and similar Islamic groups,  

(2) believe they serve God with such actions.  

V. Not Only Are We to Be Color Blind, but National Blind  

A. In the church, politics, and political issues have no place.  

B. Jesus never intended that his church be made up of one nationality.  

1. If he did, it would be Israel, that is, Jews of the flesh, for  

2. he said salvation is of the Jews (John 4.22).  

C. Therefore, we should not reject someone based on the color of his skin, or  
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1. because of what country he is from.  

2. American Arabs and Afghanis,  

a. especially if they are Christians,  

b. should not be persecuted by the church,  

(1) but received.  

(2) The church is not the place to make political statements.  

D. Let us remember the lessons of the Japanese who were interned in camps.  

E. Those who were involved in this terrorism or were associated with it,  

1. suffered horribly at the hands of our military and our allies.  

2. I pitied them and wished them peace, because  

a. they had no idea of the fury  

b. they called upon themselves.  

VI.Prayer and God  

A. In spite of the efforts of secularists,  

1. people immediately saw their need for God.  

2. People made constant positive references to God and prayer.  

B. Jeremiah 29 explains what we are to do:  
 
7 “And seek the peace of the city where I have caused you to be carried 
away captive, and pray to the LORD for it; for in its peace you will have 
peace.”  
 
– Jeremiah 29.7  

C. First Timothy 2 teaches us what to do and why:  
 
1 Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
giving of thanks be made for all men, 2 for kings and all who are in authori-
ty, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and rever-
ence. 3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 
who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  
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– 1 Timothy 2.1–4  

1. That we may lead a peaceable life,  

a. not for selfish pleasures, but  

b. for godliness and reverence, and  

(1) we want such a life  

(2) that we may cause all men come to the knowledge of the truth.  

2. Paul’s point is that we want peace that we may evangelize.  

D. Proverbs 21 shows why prayer is effective for national leaders:  
 
1 The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD,  
 Like the rivers of water;  
 He turns it wherever He wishes.  
 
 – Proverbs 21.1  

VII.What about Islam? 

A. We heard that we should be tolerant of Islam, because,  

1. it is alleged that, the Koran does not encourage violence, and  

2. that the average Muslim does not engage in violence.  

B. However, the history of the Middle East and Islam in Europe show  

1. that violence does seem to be inherent in the religion.  

2. Moreover, I hear many people who have read the Koran  

3. say that violence is taught within its pages.  

C. Therefore, it requires more examination from us.  

D. We need to be prepared for this fast-growing religion.  

1. They need the truth of Christ.  

2. We should make ourselves welcoming to them that they might consider 
our message.  
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a. In the Middle East I found many Muslims to be warm and friendly.  

b. It is the radicalized ones that commit violence.  

VIII.The Story of Job  

A. We are suffering many of the same things he suffered.  

1. The loss of his economic base by a foreign enemy.  

2. The loss of life, including:  

a. Almost all of his workers and  

b. his children.  

B. There are 309 questions in Job in NKJV.  

1. Job asked questions of God as to why he was making Job suffer.  

2. His friends flooded him with questions and accusations.  

3. God asked Job questions in return.  

C. Is America like Job, in that Satan wanted to test and see why we serve God?  

1. America was indeed turning to God.  

a. However, since that time,  

b. the secularists have sought to persuade our young people away from 
the Lord, his church, and his word,  

c. which is a greater attack on us than Al-Qaeda’s.  

2. While we do not know God’s movement in these things,  

a. wisdom says we should turn to Him.  

b. Turn to Him during all times in life.  

IX. Evangelism  

A. Times like this can make people turn to God, 

1. both here in America and  

2. in the defeated nations of our enemies.  

B. We need Christians to be preparing now to evangelize the Arabs countries  
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1. by learning Arabic.  

2. Either this congregation or our sister congregations throughout the world  

a. should start choosing a nation and  

b. preparing to enter it with the gospel.  

X. Rumors  

A. Rumors of one thing or another can move at the speed of light,  

1. both in the news and  

2. among the population!  

B. Second Corinthians 13 should guide you in what you repeat.  

1. This would stop Internet hoaxes that proliferate about other issues, and  

2. it would keep us from being gullible:  
 
1 This will be the third time I am coming to you. “By the mouth of two 
or three witnesses every word shall be established.” {De 19:15}  
 
– 2 Corinthians 13.1  

a. You either have to have seen the evidence yourself, or  

b. have heard it from more than one witness.  

C. Just because we hear something, does not mean that we need to repeat it.  

XI. The Foundation of Life  

A. During these times people turn to God.  

1. The Book of Judges shows this truth repeatedly.  

a. I have also seen it in others many times over.  

b. The first time was when a man witnessed a murder and  

(1) I have seen many who lost a job or  

(2) learned of a horrible disease, but  

(a) they often did not stay faithful.  
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(b) They still did not build on the one foundation.  

2. Here is the crucial point: 

a. Horrendous suffering can turn people to God, and  

(1) this is a good thing that can come from suffering, but  

(2) the suffering cannot be the foundation of one’s life or  

(3) of one’s relationship with God, because  

b. the suffering will stop,  

(1) the memory of the suffering will fade, and  

(2) a good life will return.  

c. At that time, a person or nation will start to drift from God again.  

B. Therefore, First Corinthians 3 shows what ought to be the foundation of life.  

1. If you make the truth revealed here your foundation,  

a. then nothing can move you from your foundation and  

b. you will never drift from God:  
 
11 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ.  
 
– 1 Corinthians 3.11  

C. The events of 9.11 demonstrated that America and individual lives  

1. can be destroyed regardless of their wealth and power.  

a. These things happened at the heart of the world’s superpower,  

b. where many millionaires had their businesses.  

2. However, the Kingdom of Christ endures forever.  

a. We have generally thought that America was invincible because of:  

(1) Our immense wealth;  

(2) Our mighty military;  
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(3) Our incredible technology;  

(4) The Atlantic and Pacific Oceans;  

(5) Only having two neighboring, but friendly countries.  

b. Yet, an enemy hit the heart of our wealth, military, and technology.  

3. Do not base your life on any of these things.  

a. Let the Son of God occupy the throne of your heart.  

b. No terrorist can remove him. 


